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ARTICLE 1: PURPOSE AND INTENT 

Section  1.01 Title  

An ordinance  to regulate and restrict the use of  land and buildings  by dividing 
I;.7,1=8@7!F1*;=.;!W8@7<129!27=8!-2<=;2,=<"!@2=1!=1.!W8@7<129a<!Master Plan guiding 
the overall direction of where such uses are most appropriate; defining  certain terms  
used therein;  imposing regulations,  prohibitions  and Uses with Specific Standards  
restrictions governing the erection, construction, reconstruction of structures and 
buildings and lands to be used for the purpose of agriculture,  residence, business,  
industry,  social,  and other  specified  purposes;  regulating  and limiting  the height and 
bulk of buildings and other structures, regulating and limiting lot occupancy and the 
size of yards and other open spaces, establishing the boundaries of districts, regulating 
and limiting the density of population; establishing floor space requ irements to assure 
adequate light and ventilation of buildings;  limiting congesti on upon the public streets 
by providing for the off -street parking and loading of vehicles;  providing for the gradual 
elimination of non -conforming uses of land, buildings and structures;  creating a 
Zoning Board of Appeals, defining and limiting the powers and duties of said Board, and 
setting standards to guide actions of said Board, and providing for administration, 
supplements, or  changes thereto;  providing for resolution of  conflicts with  other acts, 
ordinances, or regulations, and providing a penalty f or violation of said Ordinance.  

 

Section  1.02 Short  Title  

This ordinance  shall  be known  as and cited  as the Frenchtown  Charter Township Zoning  
Ordinance. 

 

Section  1.03 Purpose 

The purpose of this Zoning Ordinance is to provide for the regulation of land 
development and the establishment of zoning districts in Frenchtown Charter 
Township; to meet the needs of the state's citizens for food, fiber, energy and other 
natural resources, places of residence, recreation, industry, trade, service and other uses 
of land;  to ensure that the use of the land shall be situated in appropriate locations and 
relationships;  to limit the inappropriate overcrowding of land and congestion of 
population, transportation systems, and other public facilities;  to facilitate ad equate 
and efficient provisions for transportation systems, sewage disposal, water, energy, 
education, recreation, and other public service and facility requirements;  and to 
promote public health, safety and welfare for these purposes, Frenchtown Charter 
Township shall divide the Township into districts of such number, shape and area as it  
considers best suited to carry out  this Ordinance;  to provide  for the regulation of land 
development and the establishment of districts which apply only to land areas and 
activities which are involved  in  a special  program  to achieve specific  land  management  
objectives  and avert or solve specific  land  use problems, including the regulation of 
land development and the establishment of districts in areas subject to damage from 
flooding or erosion and for that purpose may divide the Township into districts of a 
number, shape, and area considered best suite d to accomplish those objectives;  to 
designate or limit the location, the height, number of stories,  size of dwelli ngs, 

https://www.frenchtownmi.gov/wp-content/uploads/Building/Frenchtown-Master-Plan-Adopted-7-25-17.pdf
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buildings, structures that may be erected or altered; the specific uses  the area of yards, 
courts, and other open spaces, and the sanitary, safety and protective measures that 
shall be required;  and the maximum number of families which may be housed in 
buildings, dwellings, and structures, including tents and travel trailers erected or 
altered. 

 

Section  1.04 Enabling  Authority  
 

The prior  Zoning  Ordinance was adopted  pursuant  to Act 184 of the Public  Acts of 1943 
of the State of Michigan, as amended and is now adopted pursuant to the Authority of 
the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act being Public Act 110 of 2006 , as amended. Said Act, 
covering township  zoning is made a part of  this Ordinance just  as if  said Act were 
repeated verbatim herein.  
 

Section  1.05 Conflicting  Laws and  Regulations  

It  is  not  intended  by this  Ordinance to repeal, or abrogate or annul  any existing  provision  
of law, ordinance  or any regulations,  or ordinances  relating  to the use of buildings  or 
land, except as hereafter  specifically  provide;  nor is it intended by this Ordinance  to 
abrogate or annul any  existing easement,  covenants or other agreements between 
parties; provided, however, that where any provision of this Ordinance imposes more 
stringent requirements, regulations, restrictions or limitations than are imposed or 
required by provisions of any other law or ordina nce, then the provisions of  this  
Ordinance shall govern.  The requirements of  this Ordinance are to be construed to be 
minimum  requirements  and shall  in  no way impair  or affect  any covenant, easement  
agreements  between parties or restrictions running with the land, except where such 
covenant, easement agreements between parties or restrictions imposes lesser 
requirements.  

 

Section  1.06 Severance 

If any portion  of this  Ordinance or the application  thereof  to any person or circumstance  
shall  be found  invalid  by a court, such invalidity shall not affect the remaining portion 
or application or the validity of this Ordinance as a whole, provided such remaining 
portions are not determined by the court to be inoperable, and it is hereby declared to 
be the legislative intent that this Ordinance would have been adopted had such invalid 
provision not been included.  

 

Section  1.07 Vested Right  

Nothing  in  this  Ordinance should  be interpreted  or construed  to give rise to any vested 
rights  in  the continuation  of any particular use, district, zoning classification or any 
permissible activities therein, and any of the same may be amended when reasonable 
to the preservation of the public health, safety, morals,  and general welfare. 

 

Section  1.08 Savings  

The repeal of any ordinance  or part of  any ordinances effectuated by the  enactment  of 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(x3eqqx2ix0ez34nsk1zysl45)/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-Act-110-of-2006.pdf
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this Ordinance shall not  be considered or constitute the abandonment of any action 
now pending under or by virtue of such ordinance or as abating,  modifying,  or altering  
any section  of the prior  ordinance  as to the pending  action  or the penalty  accruing  or to 
accrue, or affect any rights of the Township pursuant to such pending action. All 
proceedings pending when  this Ordinance takes effect are saved and preserved, and 
shall continue all according to the terms, provisions, penalties of the Ordinance in effect 
at the time such proceedings commenced  
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ARTICLE 2: ZONING DISTRICTS, MAP, AND     
TABLE OF PERMITTED USES 

Section  2.01 Zoning  Districts  

For the purpose of this  Ordinance, Frenchtown  Charter Township is hereby divided  into  
the following  zoning districts, which shall be known by the following respective symbols 
and names:  

 
PS Public  Service District  

AG Agricultural  District  

R-1-A Single-Family  Residential  District  

R-1-B Single-Family  Residential  District  

R-1-C Single-Family  Residential  District  

R-1-D Single-Family  Residential  District  

R-1-E Single-Family  Residential  District  

R-1-R Single-Family  Residential  District.  

R-M-H Manufactured  Housing  District  

R-3-A Multiple  Family  Residential  District  

R-3-B Multiple  Family  Residential  District  

R-1-O Restricted  Office District  

O-S Office Service District  

C-1 Local Commercial  District  

C-2 General Commercial  District  

C-3 Highway Commercial  District  

I-1 Industrial  District  

 
In this  Ordinance, references to the ƸU-hƹ districts  shall  mean all  of R-1-A, R-1-B, R-1-C, R-
1-D, R-1-E, and R-1-R. References to the ƸU-jƹ districts  shall  mean both  R-3-A and R-3-B. 

 

Section  2.02 Zoning  Map 

The areas comprising the above referenced zoning districts and the boundaries of said  
districts, as shown upon the zoning map marked and designated "Zoning Map, 
Frenchtown Charter Township, Monroe County, Michigan , Effective May 23, 2023, 
attached hereto and made a part of this Ordinance are hereby established;  and the 
districts above described are hereby created. The Zoning Map of Frenchtown Charter 
Township with all proper notations, references and other information shown thereon, 
shall be as much a part  of this Ordinance as though described  herein, provided, however, 



June 2023 
Page 13 

 

 
Frenchtown Charter Township Zoning Ordinance   June 2023 
  page 13  

where uncertainty  exists  with  respect  to the boundaries,  the rules  set forth  in Section 
2.03 of this ordinance shall apply (See Zoning Map).  

 
Section  2.03 Boundaries  of  District  

 
(A) All street,  alley, and railroad  rights -of-way, if  not  otherwise  specifically  designated,  

shall  be deemed to be in the same zone as the property immediately abutting upon 
such street, alley, or railroad right -of-way. 

(B) Where the centerline of a street or alley serves as a district boundary, the zoning of 
such street or alley, unless  otherwise  specifically  designated,  shall  be deemed to 
be the same as that  of the abutting  property  up to such centerline.  

 
(C) Where a district boundary line, as established in the above paragraph or as shown 

on the Zoning Map, divides  a lot  which  was in  a single  ownership  and of record at  
the time  of enactment  of this  Ordinance, the district boundary line shall be fixed 
from the scale of the Zoning Map.  

 
(D) Questions  concerning  the exact location  of district  boundary  lines  shall  be 

determined  by the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 

Section  2.04 Boundary  Lines After  Street  Vacation  

The boundary line of districts, affected by street or alley vacation, shall remain at the 
centerline of said vacated street  or alley, unless  this  conflicts  with  the lot  boundary  line  
thus  affected,  in  which  case the district  boundary  line shall follow the boundary line of  
the lots created at the time of vacation . 

 

Section  2.05 Uses Not  Specifically  Permitted  

Land uses are permitted specifically in the various zoning districts of this Ordinance, 
as listed in Section 2.10. Where not specifically permitted, uses are thereby specifically 
prohibited unless cons trued by the Planning Commission  to be similar to a use 
expressly permitted. If determined  to be similar, the use may be approved as a Uses with 
Specific Standards , subject to the process in  Section 7.04. No land within the 
boundaries of Frenchtown Charter Township shall be used for any purpose other than 
those uses specifically set forth in the following Sections, except for non -conforming 
uses as permitted by Section 7.12. 

 

Section  2.06 Zoning  of  Filled  Land;  Uses of  Water  

Whenever any fill  is  placed in  any lake or stream,  the land  thus  created shall  
automatically  and without  further government action subsequently acquire and be 
subject to the same zoning regulations as are applicable for lands  to which  the same 
shall  attach  or be adjacent  and the same shall  be used for the same purposes  as are 
permitted under this Ordinance for  such  adjoining lands.  No use of the surface  of any 
lake or stream  shall  be permitted for any purpose not permitted on the land from which 
the use emanates.  

 



June 2023 
Page 14 

 

 
Frenchtown Charter Township Zoning Ordinance   June 2023 
  page 14  

 
Section  2.07 Principal  Permitted  Uses in  District  

Within  each zoning  district  there are uses which when  developed in  accordance with  
sound  planning  and site  plan principles  are consistent with the purpose and objectives 
of the district.  For the purpose of this Ordinance these uses shall be known as 
Ƹ9;27,29*5!9.;62==.-!><.<"ƹ!8;!Ƹ><.<!permitted by right "ƹ set forth in the individual 
district and shall be allowed within that particular district subject to the development 
requirements for the district.  

 

Section  2.08  Uses with Specific Standards  

Within each zoning district there are uses which may be consistent with the purpose 
and objectives of the particular zoning district but only in specific locations, under 
specific conditions , and when developed in accordance with sound planning and site 
plan principals. For the purpose of this Ordinance these uses shall be either known as 
ƸConditional Usesƹ!8;!"Uses with Specific Standards"ƹ!-.9.7-270!87!=1.!><.a<!98=.7=2*5!
impact on surrounding properties . As set forth  in  the individual  district , these uses shall  
be allowed within  that  particular  district  subject  to the development requirements for 
the district and specific conditions and standards deemed necessary and appropriate 
by the Planning Commission , provided the Planning Commission  finds the proposed 
use meets the criteria set forth in Section 7.04. 

 
Section  2.09 Purpose and  Intent  of  Districts  

(A)  PS Public  Service  District:  To classify  public  owned uses as well as certain  
privately  owned uses and lands which are intended for major use in a recreational 
or institutional setting by the general public.  

 
(B)  AG Agricultural  District:  To preserve lands  best  suited  for agricultural  use from  

the encroachment  of incompatible uses;  
 

(C) R-1 Single Family Residential Districts : To ensure that the development of the 
designated areas proceeds in a manner consistent with the existing and desired 
residential character of the Township.  The six (6) Single Family Residential 
Districts are differentiated, among other factors, by densities and yard 
requirements  as established  in  Article  3, Schedule of Regulations,  in  order to 
provide  a reasonable balance and variety of single -family  living environments.  The 
R-1-R Residential District is intended to be used to regulate the growth and density 
of subdivisions platted prior to 1970 in areas that were previously primarily 
characterized as resort communities, with predominately smaller lots.  

 
(D)  RMH Manufactured  Housing  District:  To provide  for the location  and regulation  of 

manufactured  housing parks thus providing for a variety of housing types and 
residential living environments in Frenchtown Charter Township.  The community 
shall strive to achieve one of the primary goals of the master plan; a balance and 
variety of housing types and environments. It  is further intended that mobile home 
parks shall provide the necessary community services and setting to avoid 
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overcrowding, assure adequate light and ventilation and limit congestion. This 
district should only be located in areas specifically designated for it in the Master 
Plan. 

 
(E) R-3 Multiple  Family  Residential  Districts:  To further  develop the stated  goal of 

the Master Plan, that  is  to provide for a balance and variety of housing 
opportunities in the Township. The two districts provide for higher densities than 
could be achieved within the Single -Family Residential Districts while addressing 
significant environmental assets and the po tential negative impact and 
incompatibility with single family residential development. The two districts are 
differentiated by density and number of stories permitted.  

 
(F) R-1-O Restricted Office District: To provide a district to accommodate office uses 

of an administrative, business,  professional  or governmental  nature  which  are 
characteristically  not  generators  of large volumes of traffic and are traditionally 
developed in residential settings.  

 
(G) OS Office  Service  District:  To provide  a district  to accommodate  office  uses of an 

administrative, business, professional or governmental nature.  
 

(H)  C-1 Local Commercial District: To provide a neighborhood shopping facility in 
close proximity to residential  areas which  satisfies  the need for convenience goods 
and/or  personal  service uses. Further  it  is intended that this district shall be used 
to encourage concentration of commercial development.  

 
(I)  C-2 General Commercial District: To serve the commercial needs of the general 

community thus providing a variety of commercial uses, including more intensive 
uses not permitted in a C -1 Local Commercial District.  Because of their nature the 
uses found in this district will have larger volume of vehicular  traffic  generated 
and therefore  the planned  concentration  of said  uses should  be encouraged. 

 
(J) C-3 Highway  Commercial  District:  To provide  the community  with  an area that,  in  

general, will  contain  the most  intensive  commercial  uses and will  cater primarily  
to the motoring  public  and those uses that  would  be considered typical and/or 
ancillary to said uses.  

 

(K)  I-1 Industrial District: To provide a district for industrial, warehousing, research, 
wholesale, and service uses, where the manufacturing, compounding, processing, 
assembling, treatment and/or warehousing of products from previously prepared 
materials may take place. It is further the intent of this district to insure that  such  
uses are located  adjacent  to, and serviced by, a major  thoroughfare;  will  be so 
located  as to guard against such development negatively impacting adjacent 
districts because of the inherent conflict between said uses and other uses such 
as residential uses; and protect said dis tricts from encroachment and limitations 
that may result from adjacent districts because of the inherent conflict between 
said uses and other uses such as residential uses.  

https://www.frenchtownmi.gov/wp-content/uploads/Building/Frenchtown-Master-Plan-Adopted-7-25-17.pdf
https://www.frenchtownmi.gov/wp-content/uploads/Building/Frenchtown-Master-Plan-Adopted-7-25-17.pdf
https://www.frenchtownmi.gov/wp-content/uploads/Building/Frenchtown-Master-Plan-Adopted-7-25-17.pdf
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Section  2.10 Table of  Permitted  and  Uses with Specific 
Standards  

 

 

 
Use 

P
S 

A
G

 

R
-1

* 

 
R

M
H

 

R
-3

**
 

R
-1

-O
 

O
S 

C
-1

 

 
C

-2
 

 
C

-3
 

I-
1 

 
Specific Standards -
Section Reference  

Community  Uses 

Airport  S S       S S S Sec. 4.03 
Alcohol/Drug  Rehab S S S S S S S S S S S     Sec. 4.04 
Bus Station       S S S S S S  

Campground (Travel Trailor 
Park) 

S S               Sec. 4.41 

Cemeteries C C C C C C C C C C C Sec. 4.10 
Essential  Services S S S S S S S S S S S Sec. 4.17 
Hospitals         S S S S Sec. 4.25 
Houses of Worship  S S S S S S S S S S S Sec. 4.12 
Institutions  of Higher 
Education  

S S 
   

S S S S S S 
 

K-12 Schools S S S S S S S S S S S  

Marinas  S  S  S    S S  Sec. 4.31 
Municipal/Public  Buildings  S S S S S S S S S S S  

Parking Lots with  No 
Other Principal  Use S S S S S S S S S S S 

 

Parking Structures  S       S S S S  

Private Recreation ' 
Indoor 

 
S 

 
S S S S S P P S 

 

Private Recreation ' 
Outdoor S S S S S S S S S S S 

 

Public  Recreation Facilities  P P S S S S S S S S S  

Radio/TV Transmitters  Sec. 4.36 
Temporary Outdoor 
Events and Sales 

Sec. 4.34 

Wireless Telecommunication  
Facilities  

 
S 

 
S 

 
S 

 
S 

 
S 

 
S 

 
S 

 
S 

 
S 

 
S 

 
S 

 
Sec. 4.44 

Agricultural  Uses 

 

Agriculture  

  

P 

         Agriculture  shall  be 
permitted  either  as 
a principal or an  
accessory use. 

Agri-Tourism   S       S S S Sec. 4.02 
Animal  Rescue/Shelter   S      S S S S Sec. 4.05(H) 
Greenhouses  P        P P  

P= Permitted  By Right   C=Permitted by  Conditional Land Use Permit    S=Permitted  by Uses with Specific 
Standards  Permit  Blank  = Prohibited  
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Use 

P
S 

A
G

 

R
-1

* 

 
R

M
H

 

R
-3

**
 

R
-1

-O
 

O
S 

C
-1

 

 
C

-2
 

 
C

-3
 

I-
1 

 
Standards  

Kennels  C       C C C   Sec. 4.05(G) 
Mineral  Mining   S       S S S Sec. 4.31 
Seasonal Roadside Stands   C          Sec. 4.18 
Stables  S S          

Residential  Uses 

Bed and Breakfasts   S S   S S S S S  Sec. 4.08 
Home Based Businesses   C C C C       Sec. 4.24 
Manufactured  Housing     P        Sec. 4.30 
Multiple  Family  Dwellings      P        

Senior Housing      S   S S S   

 
 
Single Family  Dwellings  

  
 
P 

 
 
P 

 
 
P 

 
 
P 

      Existing single -
family  dwellings  
not considered 
non- conforming  
use in  any district.  

Townhouses     P        

State Licensed Residential 
Facilities for Six or Fewer  
Persons 

  
P 

 
P 

 
P 

 
P 

      Sec. 4.40 

State Licensed Residential 
Facilities  for More than  Six 
Persons 

  
S 

 
S 

 
S 

 
S 

       
Sec. 4.40 

Commercial  Uses 

Adult  Uses          S  Sec. 4.01 
Car Wash         C C  Sec. 4.09 
Child  Care Facilities  S S S S S S P P P P S Sec. 4.11 
Drive-Thrus        S S S  Sec. 4.16 
Funeral Homes      C C C P P  Sec. 4.19 
Gas Stations          S S  Sec. 4.20 
Gun Range (Indoor)   S        S S Sec. 4.21 
Gun Range (Outdoor)   S          Sec. 4.22 
Hotels/Motels          C C  Sec. 4.26 
Indoor Self-Storage           S Sec. 4.27 
Pet Daycare, Grooming, and/or 
Training  

 
C 

   
C C C C C C Sec. 4.05(I) 

Plant Nursery  S       S S S  
Professional  Offices      P P P P P S  

Restaurants         P P P   

Retail/Services         P P P S  

Outdoor Sales Space (non- 
vehicle sales)  

S 
    

S S C C C S Sec. 4.33 

P= Permitted  By Right  C=Permitted by Conditional Land Use Permit   S=Permitted  by Uses with Specific 
Standards  Permit  Blank  = Prohibited  
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Use 

P
S 

A
G

 

R
-1

* 

 
R

M
H

 

R
-3

**
 

R
-1

-O
 

O
S 

C
-1

 

 
C

-2
 

 
C

-3
 

I-
1 

 
Standards  

Theaters (Indoor)          S S   

Theaters (Outdoor/Drive - In)          
S 

 
Sec. 4.15 

Truck Stop/Travel  Plaza          S  Sec. 4.41 
Vehicle Repair         S S P Sec. 4.06 
Vehicle Sales         C C C Sec. 4.07 
Veterinary Clinics   C    C C C C C C Sec. 4.05(J) 

Industrial  Uses 

Aggregate Processing 
Facilities  - Permanent  

          
S Sec. 4.14 

Aggregate Processing Facilities  
' Temporary 

  
    

S S S S S Sec. 4.14 

Central Dry-Cleaning Plant         S S S  

Composting  Facilities            S Sec. 4.13 
Concrete Plants           S Sec. 4.14 
Hazardous Substances Storage           

S Sec. 4.23 

Landfill            S Sec. 4.29 
Lumber Yards         S S S  

Manufacturing          S S P  

Outdoor Storage S S      S S S S Sec. 4.35 
Power Plant ' Non-Wind or 
Non-Solar 

P 
           

Production,  Small  Scale  S      S P P P  

Research and Development       
S S S S S P 

 

Resource Reclamation  
Facility  

          
S Sec. 4.28 

Vehicle Storage Lot          S S Sec. 4.35 
Solar Panel Arrays Sec. 4.38 
Warehousing/ Distribution  
Center 

        
S S P 

 

Wholesale         S S P  

Wind Energy Facility  Sec. 4.43 
 

 

(A) In the case that  a use not  listed  in  any category or zoning  district,  the Planning 
Commission  may determine if said use is similar in character and intensity to the 
permitted/ Uses with Specific Standards  in a given district and  may approve the 
use in that district through the Uses with Specific Standards  process. 

 
*Includes  R-1-A, R-1-B, R-1-C, R-1-D, R-1-E, and R-1-R **Includes  R-3-A and R-3-B 

P= Permitted  By Right  C=Permitted by Conditional Land Use Permit   S=Permitted  by Uses with Specific 
Standards  Permit  Blank  = Prohibited  
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ARTICLE 3: SCHEDULE OF DIMENSIONAL 
REGULATIONS 

Section  3.01 Table of  Regulations  

(A)  The following  regulations  regarding  lot  sizes, yards, setbacks,  and densities  apply 
within  the Zoning  Districts as indicated, including the regulations contained in 
the footnotes to the Schedule of Regulation Table (Section  3.02).  

(1) No building  shall  be erected, nor shall  an existing  building  be altered, enlarged, 
or rebuilt,  nor shall any open spaces surrounding any building be encroached 
upon or reduced in any manner, except in conformity with the regulations 
hereby established for the district in which such building is located.  

(2)  No portion of a lot used in complying with the provisions of this Ordinance for 
yards, courts, lot area, occupancy, in  connection  with  an existing  or projected  
building  or structure,  shall  again  be used to qualify  or justify any other building 
or structure existing or intended to exist at the same time.  

 
(B)  All roadside  setbacks  (setbacks  abutting  a road) shall  be measured  from  the 

reserved future  right -of-way Line (see Section 3.04). 
 

(C) Accessory structures  must  meet  the dimensional  standards  in  Section 5.03. 
 

(D)  All lots in any  zoning district  (except as provided in  Section 6.06) must  have 
frontage on a public road or a street  or road which  was designated  on a recorded 
subdivision  existing  on or prior  to September 12, 1957. 

 

Figure 3.01: Lot 
Types 
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Table 3.01.D: Table of Regulations  for  Principal  Structures  
 

 
Minimum  Lot 
Dimensions  

 
Max Lot 
Coverag
e 

 
Max 
Building 
Height 
(feet)(B)  

 
Min 
Roadside 
Setback 
(feet)  
(H) 

 
Max 
Roadside 
Setback 
(feet)  

(H) 

Min  Side  
Setbacks (both 
sides  must  
meet 
requirements 
listed unless  
otherwise  
noted) 
(feet)(H)  

 
Min Rear 
Setback 
(feet) 
(G)(H)  

 
Min 
Residential 
Usable Floor 
Area (sq. ft.)  

Area (Sq. 
ft.)  (A) 

Width 
(Feet)  

PS 60,000 200 60% 40 (C) 50 -- 20 50 -- 

AG 65,340 150 30% 40 50 (F) 425 25 50 1,200 

R-1-A 14,500 90 40% 30 25 (F) 150 12 35 (G) 1,000 

R-1-B 9,750 (A) 80 40% 30 25 (F) 120 10 35 (G) 1,000 

R-1-C 7,800 (A) 65 40% 30 25 (F) 120 One: 5 Total of 
Two:15 35 (G) 1,000 

R-1-D 21,780 100 30% 30 30 (F) 200 12 40 (G) 1,200 

R-1-E 43,560 100 30% 30 50 (F) 400 25 50 (G) 1,000 

R-1-R 6,000 (A) 60 50% 30 20 (F) 100 One: 5 Total of 
Two:15 25 (G) 1,000 

R-3-A 8,400 (A) (E) 60% 50(C) 20 (E) -- 15(E) 20 (E)(G) (E) 

R-3-B 8,400 (A) (E) 60% 50(C) 20 (E) -- 15(E) 20 (E)(G) (E) 

RMH Shall  comply  with  Sec. 4.30 and the Michigan  Mobile  Home Commission  

R-1-O 21,780 100 60% 40 20 -- 10 25 -- 

OS 21,780 100 60% 40 20 -- 10 25 -- 

C-1 21, 780 100 60% 40 20 -- One: 5 Total of 
Two:20 25 -- 

C-2 30,000 (K) 150 
(K) 60% 40(C) 20 (I) -- One: 5 Total of 

Two: 20 35 (I) -- 

C-3 43,560 (K) 200 
(K) 

60% 40(C) 30 (I) -- One: 5 Total of 
Two: 20 

40 (I) -- 

I-1 43,560 200 60% 40(C) 50 -- 20 40 -- 
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Section  3.02 Footnotes  to  Schedule  of  Regulations  

(A)  If one or both  public  sanitary  sewers and/or  public  water supply  are not  available,  
minimum  lot  size shall  be 14,500 square feet, subject to valid County Health 
Department permit prior to home construction.  If both public  sanitary  sewers and 
public  water supply  are available,  minimum  lot  size shall  be as established  in  the 
Schedule of Regulations Table. 

 
(B)  The following  shall  apply to building  height  regulations:  

 
(1) Parapet walls  and mechanical  equipment,  including  elevator penthouses,  

may exceed the height limit in the district provided they meet the following 
standards:  

 
(a)  Mechanical equipment may exceed the height of the roof and the 

maximum height of the zoning  district  by up to 10 feet, but  its  floor  area 
must  be equal to or less than  25% of the total roof area of the building.  

 
(b)  Parapet walls  may exceed the height  of the roof by up to 6 feet and may 

exceed the maximum height for the zoning district by up to 4 feet.  
 

(2)  Houses of worship  and schools  in  the AG and R-1 districts  shall  be permitted  
to have a maximum height of 50 feet.  

 
(3)  Wireless telecommunications  facilities  and wind  energy facilities  shall  be 

exempt  from  the height  limit in the zoning district they are located within 
but  shall be subject to the requirements of Section 4.43 for wireless 
telecommunications and Section 4.42 for wind energy facilities.  

 
(4)  Accessory structures  must  comply  with  the height  limitations  in  Section  

5.03. 
 

(5)  The Planning Commission  may approve buildings  to be taller  than  the 
maximum  height  in  the district, if the additional height is necessary (in the 
opinion of the Planning Commission ) to comply with Township,  County, 
State, or Federal flood  plain  regulations.  For applications  that  would  not  
ordinarily be referred to the Planning Commission , such as minor 
alterations to commercial sites or any construction related to a single -
family  home, the Building Official  may approve the additional height.  

 
(C) Buildings  and structures  over 40 feet in  height  must  comply  with  the following:  

 
(1) The building  and structures  must  be set back from  all  property  lines  one 

additional  foot  for each foot of height in excess of 40 feet, above and beyond 
the required setback listed in Section 3.01. 

 
(2)  In R-3, C-2, and C-3 districts,  buildings,  and structures  40 feet in  height  or 

higher  must  have at least three stories designed to be used for a use 
permitted by right or by Uses with Specific Standards  in the district the 



June 2023 
Page 23 

June 2023 
Page 23 

 

 

building or structure is located within.  
 

(3)  In the I-1 and PS districts, buildings,  and structures over 40 feet in height are 
only permitted if they are  deemed necessary, in  the opinion  of the Planning 
Commission , for an industrial  process or other use permitted by right or by 
Uses with Specific Standards  in the district the building or structure is 
located within.  

 
(D)  No dwelling or building shall be erected on a lot or parcel which does not have 

continuous frontage upon a street  or road either  currently  certified  by the Monroe 
County Road Commission  or the Michigan  Department of Transportation or a street 
or road which was designated on a recorded subdivision existing on or prior to 
September 12, 1957, except as set forth in Section 6.06. The continuous frontage 
must be at least the minimum lot width for the zoning district the lot is located 
within , unless approved with a lot with less than the minimum requirement as 
part of a Plat . Further, the lot must maintain the minimum width for the entire 
distance from the front lot line (the right of way line) and the required roadside 
setback line. 

(E) The following  shall  apply to the R-3 districts:  
 

(1) The maximum  number  of bedrooms  permitted  on a single  lot  shall  be 16 per 
acre in  the R-3-A district and 24 per acre in the R -3-B district. The bedrooms 
may be allocated into units in any combination. The Planning Commission  
may approve up to a 50% increase in the permitted density by Uses with 
Specific Standards  approval, provided that the additional density meets the 
criteria for approving a Uses with Specific Standards  in Section 7.04. 

 
(2)  The minimum  floor  area for residential  units  shall  be as follows:  

(a)  One Bedroom or Efficiency:  500 square feet 
(b)  Two Bedrooms: 700 square feet 
(c)  Three Bedrooms or More: 200 square feet for each additional  bedroom 

 
(3)  In complexes  with  more than  one multiple -family  residential  building,  all  

buildings  shall  be separated from each other by a minimum of 15 feet.  
 

(4)  At least 200 square feet of open space per residential unit must be provided 
on the grounds of a multiple family housing complex, exclusive of parking 
spaces and drive aisles. A portion of the open space  must  be designed  to be 
usable  for active  recreation,  with  specific  amenities  to be approved by the 
Planning Commission . 

 
(F) The following  rules  shall  supersede the minimum  roadside  setbacks  in  the AG and 

R-1 districts  where applicable:  
 

(1) If at  least  60% of the principal  buildings  within  300 feet of a given lot  have 
roadside  setbacks  smaller than the minimum required in Section 3.01, the 
roadside setback for a new building need not be larger than the average 
roadside setback for all principal buildings within 300 feet of the lot in 
question.  
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(2)  If at  least  60% of the principal buildings  within 300 feet  of a given lot  have 
roadside setbacks larger than the minimum required in section 3.01, the 
roadside setback for a new building shall not be smaller  the average 
roadside  setback  for all  principal  buildings  within  300 feet of the lot  in  
question.  

 
(G) The required  minimum  setback  for all  structures  from  the waterside  lot  line  shall  

be 50 feet. 
 

(H)  The following  building  features  shall  be exempt  from  setback  requirements:  
 

(1) One fireplace or chimney  provided  it  does not  exceed eight  (8)  feet in  width  
along a wall  or twelve (12) inches  in  depth  away from  a wall. 

 
(2)  Unenclosed platforms,  decks, terraces above nine  (9) inches,  porches, steps, 

or other  ground  or first floor projections shall be no more than thirty -six (36) 
square feet in area and may be permitted to extend into the required 
roadside yard no more than eight  (8) feet. Further, such excepted projections 
may be permitted  to extend into  the required  rear or side yard, provided  such  

projections  shall  not  be nearer than twenty (20) feet to a rear property line 
or three (3) feet to a side property line. Decks in lakeside yards shall meet 
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the requirements of Footnote (G).  
 
 

(3)  Unenclosed ramps and chairlifts meeting Building Code standards and 
constructed for the purpose of  providing  a person with  a physical  disability  
access to a single -family  dwelling  may be permitted  to encroach into a 
required yard setback to the extent necessary to perform its proper function 
upon approval by the Township. Any such structure must be removed when 
it is no longer required for a person with physical disabilities.  

 
(I)  On lots  abutting  Telegraph Road south  of Stewart  Road, the setback,  minimum  lot  

size, and minimum  lot width requirements of the C -1 district shall apply within the 
C-2 and C-3 districts . 

 
Section  3.03  Clear Corner Vision  

No wall, fence, planting,  or other  obstruction  shall  be established  or maintained  or 
planted  on any lot  which  creates a public hazard, or which will unreasonably obstruct or 
interfere with traffic flow and visibility on a curve, street intersection and driveway 
intersection.  
(A)  Clear Visibility Zone, Driveway Intersection.  The clear visibility zone for a 

driveway shall be the triangular  area created by connecting  the two points 
established by measuring ten (10) feet in  each direction from the intersection of 
the driveway and the future right -of-way for the abutting roadway. Within the clear 
visibility zone an area extending from thirty (30) inches above grade to eight (8) 
feet above grade shall remain clear and unobstructed. The intent is to permit clear 
visibility for pedestrians and motorists.  

 
(B)  Clear Visibility Zone, Corner Intersection.  The clear visibility  zone for a corner 

intersection  shall  be the triangular area created by connecting the two points 
established by measuring twenty -five (25) feet each direction from the 
intersection of the right -of- way for the abutting roadways.  Within the clear 
visibility zone an area extending from thirty (30) inches  above grade to eight  (8) 
feet above grade shall remain clear and unobstructed.  The intent is to permit clear 
visibility for pedestrians and motorists.  
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Section 3.04  Reserved Future  Right -of-Way Lines 
(Formerly  Street Setback Line).  

The reserved future right -of-way line is the distance  as measured from the centerline of  
the legally described  road right -of-way to establish  the roadside  lot  line  for the purpose 
of establishing  yard, setback,  and other  requirements of this Ordinance. The purpose of 
the Reserved future right -of-way Line is to preserve land for future right -of-way 
acquisitions for road expansion, if necessary.  A reserved future right -of-way line shall 
be established in all districts as follows.  

 
(A)  60 Ft. From the Center Line of the Following Streets. Grafton, Nadeau, Newport, 

North Dixie Highway, North  Monroe, North  Custer, Stewart  (between North  Monroe 
and Telegraph), South  Stoney Creek (west  of Telegraph), and Telegraph. 

 
(B)  43 Ft. From the Center Line of the Following Streets. Bates Lane, Blue Bush, Cole, 

Exeter, Heiss, Lasalle, Newport South, North  Stoney Creek (from  Newport South  to 
North  Dixie Highway), Post, Reinhardt, Sandy Creek, Stewart (west of Telegraph), 
Vivian, and War (north of South Stoney Creek). 

 
(C) 33 Ft.  From the Center Line of the Following Streets.  Brest, Buhl, Comboni  Way, 

Enrico Fermi, Fix, Hurd, Langton, LeRoux, Mall, Mentel, North  Stoney Creek (west  of 
Newport South), Pointe Aux Peaux, South Stoney Creek (east of Telegraph), Steiner, 
Stumpmier, Toben, Toll, Waterworks, and Williams.  

 
(D)  For all streets not mentioned above, there shall be no reserved future right -of-way 

line. Roadside setbacks shall  be measured  from  the line  separating  the lot  from  



June 2023 
Page 27 

June 2023 
Page 27 

 

 

the road right -of-way, regardless  of the ownership  of the road or the method for 
defining the street right -of-way. 

 

Section  3.05 Open Space Preservation  Option  

(A)  Purpose. The purpose of the Open Space Preservation Option is to comply with the 
Michigan Zoning Enabling Act . The Michigan Zoning Enabling Act  requires 
W8@7<129!=8!9;8?2-.!*7!ƸR9.7!V9*,.!S;.<.;?*=287ƹ!89=287!=8!5*7-8@7.;<!@12,1!
provides for the same maximum number of home sites to be developed but which 
allows them to be clustered on up to 50% of the land.  The Michigan Zoning 
Enabling Act  requires that the remaining land, which must be not less than 50% 
and exist perpetually in an undeveloped  state  by means  of a conservation  
easement, plat  dedication,  restrictive  covenant  or other  legal means which runs 
with the land.  The intent of the Section is to establish the procedures and 
standards for review and approval of developments under the Open Space 
Preservation Option and to ensure full compliance with the regulations in this 
Ordinance and other applicable Ordinances and  State and Federal regulations.  

 
(B)  Statement  of  Principles.  The Open Space Preservation Option is an optional  

method  of development  that shall be permitted after review and recommendation 
by the Planning Commission , a public hearing, and approval of the Township Board 
after having found that the proposed Open Space Preservation Option meets the 
following requirements:  

 
(1) The land proposed to be developed is zoned at a density equivalent to two or 

fewer dwelling units per  acre or if  the land  is served by public  sewer system, 
three or fewer dwelling  units  per acre which includes specifically the R -1-E, 
R-1-A, R-1-D, and AG zoning classifications.  

 
(2)  No less than 50% of the land area will remain perpetually in an undeveloped 

state by means of a conservation  easement, plat  dedication,  restrictive  
covenant, or other  legal means  that  runs  with  the land. 

 
(3)  The development does not depend upon the extension of a public sewer or 

public water supply system unless  development  of the land  without  the 
exercise of the development  option  provided  by this provision would also 
depend upon such an extension.  

 
(4)  The development  option  provided  pursuant  to this  Section  has not  

previously  been exercised with respect to the subject property  
 

(C) Applicability.  An application for the Open Space Preservation Option shall be made 
by the owners of  any tract where use of the Open Space Preservation Option is 
contemplated.  The application shall be accompanied  by a fee and shall  cover the 
cost  of evaluating  the plan  as to the principles  and requirements set forth in this 
Article. 

 
(D)  Application  Information.  An application  for approval  of the Open Space 

Preservation Option shall  contain the following information:  
 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(x3eqqx2ix0ez34nsk1zysl45)/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-Act-110-of-2006.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(x3eqqx2ix0ez34nsk1zysl45)/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-Act-110-of-2006.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(x3eqqx2ix0ez34nsk1zysl45)/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-Act-110-of-2006.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(x3eqqx2ix0ez34nsk1zysl45)/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-Act-110-of-2006.pdf
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(1) A metes  and bounds  survey of the acreage comprised  in  the proposed Open 
Space Preservation Option development.  

 
(2)  A topographic  survey including  natural  and man -made features  at a scale of 

1-inch  equals  50 feet or 1-inch  equals 100 feet with a contour interval not to 
exceed 2 feet. 

 
(3)  A Site Analysis which  identifies  the character,  structure,  and potential  of the 

site  as it  relates  to this Section.  The analysis shall include a minimum of 
the following:  

 
(a)  Contiguous  Land Uses 

(b)  Topography 

(c)  Drainage 
(d)  Soils 
(e)  Vegetation  
(f)  Existing  conditions  including  structures,  utilities,  and vehicular  

circulation.  
(g)  Special features. All portions  of land  that  are unbuildable  for residential  

purposes  due to the presence of wetlands, severe slopes, flood plains or 
other features prohibiting residential development.  

(h)  The General Development  Plan for the Open Space Preservation 
Development  Option which shall include the information listed in 
Section 3.05.E. 

(i)  Title commitment  or other  suitable  documentation  demonstrating  that  
no development  rights have been sold or otherwise transferred to any 
other person, entity,  or land . 

(j)  Parallel Plan. A Parallel Plan shall  be submitted  with  each application.  
The Plan shall  illustrate how the property would be developed under a 
conventional single family residential development consistent with the 
existing conventional zoning requirements for the parcel as to lot area, 
lot width, depth etc.  In addition, any area which cannot be developed 
including such areas as wetlands, etc., shall be excluded in the 
calculation of developable area.  This Plan shall be utilized to compute 
the total number of lots that may be permitted on any given parcel. In  
the event that  the property could  be developed as a conventional one -
acre subdivision in the R -1-E single-family residential zoning district, 
and in order to encourage development under this Open Space 
Preservation Option, a density bonus in the amount of 10% may be 
permitted if  the property  is developed under  the Open Space 
Preservation Option. No density  bonus  shall be permitted in any other 
zoning district. The intent of the density bonus is to encourage 
development under the Open Space Preservation option rather than as 
a conventional subdivision. The 10% bonus shall be calculated based on 
the number of units that can be achieved an d developed pursuant to 
the requirements of a conventional one (1) acre single family residential 
development as shown and submitted to the Planning Commission  in 
the Parallel Plan required pursuant to this Section.  

 



June 2023 
Page 29 

June 2023 
Page 29 

 

 

(E) General Development  Plan Information.  The General Development  Plan for the 
Open Space Preservation Development Option shall include:  

 
(1) A clear illustration  of the portions  of land  to remain  undeveloped  and the 

portions  of land  that  will  be used for the clustered development.  
 

(2)  The total  number  of acres of land  to remain  undeveloped and total  number  
of acres to be developed and the percentages of each as compared to the 
total site acreage.  

 
(3)  A clear illustration  of the proposed lots  and building  envelopes to include  lot  

area, frontage  width  and setbacks.  
 

(4)  Location  and type of all  proposed structures  and improvements  that  are not  
dwelling  units.  

 
(5)  If the development  requires  septic  tanks  and drain  fields,  the location  of 

each shall  be indicated.  The applicant  shall  also provide  the required  
permits  of approval  from  Monroe County Health Department or the 
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE). 

(6)  Except as set forth  in  Section  6.06, the approval  of the Monroe County Road 
Commission  as to the design, layout, and construction of the public streets. 
All public streets must be dedicated to the Monroe County Road 
Commission upon completion of construction.  

 
(F) Open Space Requirements.  All Open Space Preservation Areas shall  meet  the 

following  provisions:  
 

(1) Grading in  the open space shall  be minimal  and limited  to those  areas where 
accessory uses and/or structures have been approved by the Planning 
Commission . Existing topography shall be preserved to the extent feasible. 

 
(2)  Stormwater  management  ponds  may be included  and/or  constructed  within  

the open space area provided such basins or ponds shall be designed to be 
compatible with the open space areas. These stormwater management 
facilities shall appear as though they are part of the natural landscape.  
Fencing adjacent to basin areas shall be prohibited.  

 
(3)  Allowable Structures:  Any structure(s) or building(s) accessory to 

recreation , conservation or agricultural  use may be erected within  the open 
space, upon approval  by the Planning Commission . 

 
 

(G) Open Space Location.  The location  of the Open Space Preservation Areas shall  
meet  the following standards to the greatest extent feasible:  

 
(1) In addition to Primary and Secondary Conservation Areas, open space shall 

be provided along the public street rights -of-way to provide additional 
buffering from the traffic and enhance views from the roadway provided the 
open space along such rights -of-way shall generally have a depth of at least 



June 2023 
Page 30 

June 2023 
Page 30 

 

 

fifty (50) feet.  The open space along a right-of-way shall be either preserved 
in a natural wooded condition or  landscaped. The open space shall contain 
native species and shall have a minimum of one (1) evergreen tree, two (2) 
shrubs, and one (1) large deciduous tree for each forty (40) linear  feet of road 
frontage. Such plantings shall be planted in staggered rows or clustered 
into groupings to provide a natural appearance.  Preservation of existing 
trees may be credited  towards meeting the requirement for number of trees 
listed in this subsection.  Berms shall not be permitted.  

 
(2)  The open space provides an ecological link to permanent open space in 

surrounding lands and is located  to connect  open spaces, public  parks, or 
bicycle/pedestrian  paths  throughout  the community.  

 
(3)  The open space is designed and located  to be centrally positioned  or in  close 

proximity to  all  or most of the dwelling units.  
 

(4)  All sensitive environmental feature areas, natural features and animal and 
plant habitats of  significant value are included in the Open Space 
Preservation Areas and are adequately protected.  

 
(H)  Guarantee of Open Space.  The Open Space Preservation Areas shall be set aside 

by the developer through  an irrevocable  conveyance or restriction  that  is  found  
acceptable  to the Planning Commission , such as a conservation easement. Such 
conveyance shall ensure that the open space will be protected from all forms  of 
development,  except as shown on an approved site  plan, and shall  not  be changed 
to another  use. Such conveyance shall provide for each of the following:  

 
(1) Indicate  the proposed allowable  use(s)  of the dedicated  open space. The 

Planning Commission  may require the inclusion of open space restrictions 
that prohibit the following:  

 
(a)  Dumping  or storing  of any material  or refuse; 
(b)  Activity  that  may cause risk  of soil  erosion  or threaten  any living  plant  

material;  
(c)  Cutting  or removal  of live plant  material  except for removal  of dying  or 

diseased vegetation;  

(d)  Use of motorized  off -road vehicles;  
(e)  Cutting,  filling  or removal  of vegetation  from  wetland  areas; and/or  
(f)  Use of pesticides,  herbicides,  or fertilizers  within  or adjacent  to 

wetlands;  
(g)  Any other  restriction  deemed appropriate  by the Planning Commission . 

 
(2)  Require that  the dedicated  open space be maintained  by parties  who have 

an ownership  interest  in the open space, such as a 186.8@7.;a< 
association.  

 
(3)  Provide an open space maintenance  agreement  that  guarantees  scheduled  

maintenance  of the open space. 
 

(4)  Provide for maintenance to be undertaken by Frenchtown Charter Township 
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in the event that the dedicated  open space is  inadequately  maintained or  is  
determined  by the Township  to be a public nuisance, with the assessment 
of costs upon the property owners.  

 
(I)  Approval  Process. 

 
(1) Planning Commission  Public Hearing and Decision. A public hearing shall 

be held by the Planning Commission  on the proposed Open Space 
Preservation Option Development in order to acquaint the public with the 
proposal prior to the finishing of detailed plans and specifications by the 
applicant.  Notice of the hearing shall be published in a newspaper which 
circulates in the Township not less than fifteen days before the application 
will be considered.  The notice shall state that an application for 
development of the Open Space Preservation Option will be the subject of a 
public hearing  and also should  indicate  the date, time,  and place for the 
public  hearing  and when and where written comments will be received 
concerning the request.  It shall further describe the property that is the 
subject of the request.  

 
Within a reasonable time following the public hearing, the Planning 
Commission  shall recommend approval of development under the Open 
Space Preservation Option if the requirements of this Article and the 
Township Zoning Act are met.  If the requirements are not met, the Planning 
Commission  shall recommend disapproval of the development under that 
option to the Township Board  with  the reasons for their  recommendation  of 
disapproval  and the requirements  which  are not met. 

 
(2)  Township Board Action. Upon receipt of the recommendation of the 

Planning Commission , the Township Board shall  review the application  
along with  the recommendation  and shall  approve the application if it meets 
the requirements or deny the application if it does not.  

 
If the Township approves the application to develop under the Open Space 
Preservation Option the applicant shall have a period of two years from the 
date of approval by the Board to submit and receive approval of a 
conservation easement, and either deed re strictions or a master deed for 
approval of the Township Board.  Such approval to develop pursuant to the 
Open Space Preservation Option shall not constitute approval of a plat 
under the Land Division Act  and Subdivision Control Ordinance  or site plan 
approval under the Condominium Act . The Township Board upon written  
request  of the applicant  may grant  an extension  of the time  if  the Board 
finds  that the applicant has acted in good faith and has made a substantial 
effort to complete the process within the time frame established by the 
Ordinance. Failure to request such an extension prior to  the expiration of 
the two -year period  shall be deemed an abandonment of the approval to 
develop under the Open Space Preservation Option. 

(3)  Submission of Deed Restrictions and Easement. If the Township Board 
gives approval to  proceed under  the Open Space Preservation Option in  
accordance with  the requirements  as set forth in this Article, the applicant 
shall submit to the Planning Commission  and Township Board proposed 

https://www.frenchtownmi.gov/wp-content/uploads/FCT.ordinance.181-1.pdf
https://www.frenchtownmi.gov/wp-content/uploads/GeneralOrdinances/Ordinance-No-197.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-Act-59-of-1978.pdf
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restrictions in the appropriate form based on the type of development 
proposed and a conservation easement appropriate for recording setting 
forth the requirements upon which said approval is  based. Such 
restrictions shall include a provision that they may not be amended without 
the written approval of the Township Board.  Such restrictions shall provide 
for at least the following:  

 
(a)  Metes and bounds  survey of the acreage comprised  in  the proposed 

Open Space Preservation area. 
 

(b)  The manner  of ownership  of the land. 
 

(c)  The manner  of the ownership  and dedication  of the Open Space 
Preservation area in  the form of a conservation easement, and former 
restriction, easement, covenant, or condition in the deed. 

 
(d)  The restrictive  covenants  required  for membership  rights  and 

privileges,  maintenance,  and obligation to be assessments for the Open 
Space Preservation area. 

 
(e)  The General Development  Plan shall  be incorporated  by reference and 

as an exhibit.  
 

(f)  The site  analysis  shall  be incorporated  by reference and as an exhibit.  
 

(J) Alteration  of  Revocation  of  Approved  Open Space Development.  Final approval  
by the Township Board of the deed restrictions and easement with regard to the 
Open Space Preservation area and recording with the Monroe Register of Deeds 
Office signifies the completion of the Open Space Preservation development 
application process.  The applicant shall comply with all conditions or 
requirements of the General Development Plan and restrictions provided for which 
<1*55!+.!;.,8;-.-!27!=1.!;.,8;-!8/!=1.!W8@7<129!E8*;-a<!*99;8?*5!*7-!<1*55!;.6*27!
unchanged except upon the mutual written co nsent of the Township and the 
property owner. 

 
Once a parcel has been included within a general development plan for an Open 
Space Preservation Development Option or the Board has approved such  Plan, no 
development  may take  place in  such  area, nor may any use thereof be made except 
in  accordance with the approved general  development plan unless the plan is 
terminated as provided herein.  

 
An approved General Development Plan and restrictions may be terminated by an 
applicant prior to any development within the Open Space Preservation area 
involved, by filing with the Township Clerk and recording in the Monroe County 
Register of Deeds Office, an affidavit so stating.  The approval of the General 
Development  Plan and restrictions  as to the Open Space Preservation Option shall  
terminate  upon said recording.  No approved General Development Plan or 
restrictions shall be terminated after any development commences within the 
Open Space Preservation Development Option area except with the written approval 
of the Township Board and of all parties of interest in the land.  
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An Open Space Preservation Development Option approval may be revoked by the 
Township Board in any case where the conditions  of such  approval  have not  been 
met. The Township Board shall  give the applicant notice of its intention to revoke 
such permit at least ten days prior to review of said permit at an open meeting.  At 
the conclusion of such review, the Township Board may revoke the approval if it 
finds that a violation in fact exists and has not been remedied prior to the date of 
the hearing.  
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ARTICLE 4: USE STANDARDS 
Each use listed  in  this  Article, whether  permitted  by right  or subject  to approval  as a Use 
with Specific Standards , shall  be subject  to the site development standards specified, 
in addition to applicable standards and requirements for the district in which the use 
is located. These standards are intended to:  

¶ Alleviate  any adverse impacts  of a use that  is  of an area, intensity  or type unique  
or atypical  for the district  in which the use is allowed.  

¶ Ensure that  such  uses will  be compatible  with  surrounding  land  uses. 

¶ Promote the orderly development  of the district  and the Township as a whole. 

Conformance  with  these standards  shall  be subject  to site  plan  review per Section 7.03, 
Site Plan Review. Unless otherwise specified in this Article, all uses shall be subject to 
all applicable dimensional and use standards for the district  in  which  the use is located. 
All uses shall  comply  with  the performance  standards  for noise, odor, and other impacts 
specified in Section 7.10 Performance Standards.  

 

Section  4.01   Adult  Uses 

(A)  Adult  Uses shall  not  be permitted  within  one thousand  (1,000) feet of each 
other  measured  from  the nearest point on the property line on one use to the 
nearest point on the property line for the other use.  

 
(B)  All such  uses shall  be a minimum  of one thousand  (1,000) feet from  all  of the 

following:  
 

(1) K-12 Schools. 
 

(2)  Day-care centers. 
 

(3)  Libraries. 
 

(4)  Municipal  Buildings.  
 

(5)  Parks. 
 

(6)  Houses of Worship. 
 

(7) Nursing  homes, rest  homes. 
 

(8)  Property in  an R-1, R-3, or RMH zoning  district.  
 

(9)  Hospitals.  
 

(10) Alcohol/Drug  Rehabilitation  Facilities  
 

(C) The facility shall not by way of architectural features, design, display, decoration, 
window decorations or other  displays  call  attention  to the nature  of the internal  
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activities  to the general public  which  shall  include minors.  Under no 
circumstances  shall  a parcel used for an adult  use contain  any dwelling  units.  

 
Section  4.02 Agri -Tourism  

(A)  Such uses shall  be operated on the same premises  as a principal  agricultural  use 
or zoned land  by the property  owner or farm operator.  

 
(B)  Facility  Size. 

 
(1) The total  floor  area above finished  grade (one or two stories)  of any agri -

tourism  facility  falling  into this category, including retail space, shall be no 
larger than 10,000 square feet. The facility may consist  of more than  one 
building.  However, only one building  shall  be designated  as the principal 
structure ' all other structures used for the agri -tourism business shall be 
considered accessory structures. No structures used for the agri -tourism 
business shall be considered farm buildings.  

 
(2)  The Planning Commission  shall have the discretion to alter the size 

requirements if deemed necessary  due to the requirements  of the particular  
use, site  considerations,  or the potential  impacts on adjacent properties.  

 
(3)  The limitations  on facility  size shall  not  apply to structures  engaged solely 

in  the agricultural  use of the site and not involved in the agri -tourism 
aspects of the use.  

 
(C) Facility/Site  Design.  The agri -tourism  facility  shall  be designed  to co-exist  with  

the surrounding  rural  and agricultural land uses. The design of the facility shall 
achieve the following objectives:  

 
(1) The facility  and the site  shall  be designed  in  a manner  that  maintains  the 

rural  and agricultural character of the original property.  
 

(2)  The Planning Commission  shall  have the ability  to require  higher  standards  
as necessary to protect the rural character of the community.  

 
(D)  Facility  Rental  for  Invitation -Only Events. 

 
(1) An applicant  who desires to allow members  of the public  to host  invitation -

only events shall  indicate as such in their application. They shall indicate 
the types of events, the frequency and number per year, the number of 
people expected, the hours, and other information as required below or as 
required by the Planning Commission  to understand the request.  

 
(2)  The site  plan  for the use shall  demonstrate  how the facility  will  provide  for 

circulation,  parking, sanitation, trash collection, noise, and other factors 
during events.  

 
(3)  The Planning Commission  shall  approve a /*,252=Ba< ability  to host  events 
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when it  has demonstrated that  the largest  event desired by the facility can 
be executed without  significant  adverse impacts to adjacent neighbors or 
Township facilities and services or otherwise creating a detriment to public 
health, safety, or welfare. 

 
(4)  The Uses with Specific Standards  approval  may specify  a maximum  number  

of events per year, number  of persons per event, and hours for events.  
 

(5)  In order to exceed the number  of events approved by the Planning 
Commission  or to host  an event of increased intensity, the Uses with 
Specific Standards  permit must be amended.  Otherwise, a new permit is not 
required for each event.  

 
(E) Parking shall  comply  with  the requirements  of Section 5.05, Off-street Parking and 

Loading, except that  it need not be paved. Parking must be located on private 
property and must be designed to mitigate dust.  
 

(F) General Standards . In addition  to the specific  standards  for Agri-tourism  uses 
specified  above, the Planning Commission  shall  consider the  following when 
making a  determination under this section.  

 
(1) The relationship  of the agri -tourism  uses to the primary  agricultural  use on 

the site. 
 

(2)  The duration  of use (i.e., seasonal, annual,  weekends, every day, etc.). 
 

(3)  Hours of operation.  
 

(4)  Relationship  of agri -tourism  use and proposed development  to the overall  
size of the parcel. 

 
(5)  Potential  traffic  impacts  created by the proposed use. 

 
(6)  Other potential  impacts  on the Township  or adjacent  properties  including  

but  not  limited  to lighting, noise, traffic, dust, and drainage.  
 

 
 

Section  4.03 Airports  

(A)  Any Township approval  shall  be conditioned  on approval  by the Federal Aviation  
Agency and the Michigan Department of Aeronautics.  

 
(B)  The lot  shall  be so located  as to abut  a major  thoroughfare  and to provide  public  

access and egress to and from said lot from said thoroughfare.  
 

(C) The proposed airport  shall  not, in  the Planning Commission a< opinion,  cause 
significant  negative  impacts  on adjacent land uses and shall not encumber the 
ability of surrounding land to be developed as described in the Master Plan. 

 

https://www.frenchtownmi.gov/wp-content/uploads/Building/Frenchtown-Master-Plan-Adopted-7-25-17.pdf
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(D)  The applicant  must  submit  an airport  approach  plan, including  the location  of any 
structures  with  heights that may inhibit the safe approach of aircraft.  

 

 
Section  4.04 Alcohol/Drug  Rehabilitation  Facilities  

Alcohol/Drug  Rehabilitation  Facilities  shall  be permitted  by Uses with Specific 
Standards  permit  in  all  Zoning  Districts,  provided  they meet the criteria in Section 7.04 
and the standards below.  

 
(A)  Facilities  must  be located  at least  500 feet from  any of the following:  

 
(1) K-12 Schools 

 
(2)  Libraries  

 
(3)  Parks 

 
(4)  Nursing  homes 

 
(B)  Facilities  must  be located  at least  1,000 feet from  any adult  uses. 

 
(C) Facilities  must  be located  at least  1,500 feet from  any daycare center. 

 
(D)  Facilities  proposed in  the AG, R-1, RMH, or R-3 districts  must  meet  the following  

standards:  

(1) The facilities  must  be full -time  residences, where all  persons seeking  
treatment  live continuously  for at least one month.  

 
(2)  The facility  must  have the exterior  appearance of a residential  unit  

consistent  with  the surroundings and with the type of units permitted in the 
district.  

 
(3)  Facilities  shall  not  house more than  five persons 

 
(4)  No facility  may house more than  two persons per bedroom. A Ƹ+.-;886ƹ 

shall  comply  with  all standards of the Michigan Building Code.  
 

 
Section  4.05 Animals  

(A)  Definition:  
 

(1) Animal:  Any member  of the kingdom  Animalia,  except Human  Beings. 
ƸG86.<=2,*=.- *726*5<ƹ shall refer to animals taken care of in their day to 
day needs by humans. 

 
(2)  Pets: An animal  kept  solely for companionship,  recreation,  and pleasure, 

regardless  of the use of the property where the animal resides. Any animal 
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may be considered a pet, provided that it meets this definition and is not 
52<=.-!*<!ƸO2?.<=8,4ƹ!8;!*7!ƸHA8=2,!8;!Z25-!D726*5#ƹ!W1.!Building Official  shall 
have the jurisdiction  to determine  that  an animal  is  considered  a pet under  
this  ordinance. Appeals of the decision of the Building Official  shall be to the 
Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 
(3)  Livestock: An animal raised for slaughter or kept for the purposes of 

contributing to agricultural  use through labor or the production of milk, 
eggs, manure, pelts, wool, or other animal -based products. The following 
animals shall be considered livestock in all instances: cattle, horses, pigs, 
sheep, goats, and poultry.  The Building Official  shall  have the jurisdiction  to 
determine  that  an animal not listed above is considered livestock under this 
ordinance. Appeals of the decision of the Building Official  shall be to the 
Zoning Board of Appeals. 

 
(4)  Exotic  or Wild  Animals:  Any animal  not  commonly  (in  Michigan)  

domesticated,  raised  for slaughter, or used for agricultural purposes, 
especially animals that pose a clear and present danger to humans. The 
following animals shall be considered exotic or wild animals in all instances: 
alligator, big cats, venomous snakes, birds of prey, primate s, elephants, 
rhinoceroses, hippopotamuses, and giraffes. The Building Official  shall have 
the jurisdiction to determine that an animal not listed above is considered 
an exotic or wild animal under this ordinance. Appeals  of the decision of the 
Building Official  shall be to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  

 
(B)  AG Districts.  The following  regulations  apply to animals  in  the AG district:  

 
(1) Pets. Up to five (5) pets  may be kept  on any lot. No more than  three (3) of those  

pets  may be dogs. Approved kennels and Pet Daycare, Grooming, and/or 
Trainings may exceed those limits.  

 
(2)  Livestock.  

 
(a)  All structures  for the keeping  of livestock  shall  be set back at least  sixty  

(60) feet from  all  lot lines and be constructed and maintained so that 
odor, dust, noise, and drainage shall not create a nuisance or hazard to 
adjoining properties.  

 
(b)  All manure  shall  be stored  at least  one hundred  (100) feet from  any 

property  line  and all manure handling must follow the State of 
P2,120*7a<! J.7.;*55B! D,,.9=.-! D0;2,>5=>;.! P*7*0.6.7=! S;*,=2,.< 
(GAAMPs). 

(c)  The following  limits  shall  apply to livestock:  
 

(i) Cattle : No more than one (1) per acre. In calculating the permitted 
number of cattle, the number  of acres shall  be rounded  down to 
the nearest  whole number.  Cattle shall  not  be permitted on lots of 
less than four  (4) acres. 

 
(ii) Horses, Pigs, Sheep, Goats, and all other fur -bearing livestock 

https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/environment/rtf/gaamps
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/environment/rtf/gaamps
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/environment/rtf/gaamps
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not specifically listed: No more than one per half  (1/2) acre, in any 
combination. In calculating the permitted number  of animals,  the 
number  of acres shall  be rounded  down to the nearest  half  acre. 
Non-cattle fur -bearing livestock shall not be permitted on lots of 
less than four  (4) acres. Horses shall be provided with a covered 
shelter and outdoor fenced area of adequate size to accommodate 
all horses kept on the premises.  

 
(iii) Poultry and Livestock Birds : No more than one per tenth  (1/10) of 

an acre, in any combination. In calculating the permitted number 
of birds, the number of acres shall be rounded  down to the nearest  
tenth  (1/10) of an acre. Poultry and other  livestock  birds  shall  not 
be permitted on lots of less than one and a half (1.5) acres.  

 
(d)  The Planning Commission  may permit  a property  owner to exceed the 

above limits  via Uses with Specific Standards  Approval, provided that 
the Commission determines that the proposed operation and number 
of animals meet the criteria in Section 7.04. 

 
(e)  A lot shall be automatically exempted from the above standards upon 

submission to the Township of an approval from the State of Michigan 
permitting a greater number of livestock than  permitted  in  Section  
4.05.B.2.c. Further, any lot  shown to be subject  to the Generally Accepted 
Agriculture Management Practices (GAAMPS) of the State of the 
Michigan, and in compliance with and siting GAAMPS, shall be 
exempted from the above standards.  

 
(C) R-1 Districts.  The following  regulations  apply to animals  in  the R-1 district  as an 

accessory use: 
 

(1) Pets. Up to five (5) pets  may be kept  on any lot. No more than  three (3) of 
those pets  may be dogs over six  (6) months in age.  

 
(2)  Livestock.  
 

i. Livestock, including cattle, horses, pigs, sheep, goats, poultry , and all 
other animals meeting  the definition  of ƸO2?.<=8,4ƹ shall  be prohibited  
in  R-1-A to R-1-D districts.  

 
(D)  C-2, C-3, and  I-1 Districts.  The following  regulations  apply to animals  in  the C-2, C-

3, and I-1 districts:  
 

(1) Pets. Pets may only be located in C-2, C-3, and I-1 districts in approved 
kennels, pet daycare, grooming,  and/or  trainings,  and retail  operations  that  
sell  pets. Residentially  used property  in  the C-2, C-3 and I-1 may have pets in 
compliance with Section 4.05.C(1). 

 
(2)  Livestock. Livestock, including cattle, horses, pigs, sheep, goats, poultry, and 

all other animals meeting  the definition  of ƸO2?.<=8,4ƹ in  this  Ordinance 
shall  be prohibited  in  C-2, C-3, and I-1 districts.  

https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/environment/rtf/gaamps
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/environment/rtf/gaamps
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(E) R-1-O, OS, and  C-1 Districts.  The following  regulations  apply to animals  in  the R-1-

O, OS, and C-1 districts:  
 

(1) Pets. Pets may be located  in  the R-1-O, OS, and C-1 districts  in  approved retail  
operations  that  sell pets but may not reside indefinitely.  

(2)  Livestock.  Livestock, including  cattle,  horses, pigs, sheep, goats, poultry,  and 
all  other  animals meeting  the definition  of ƸO2?.<=8,4ƹ in  this  Ordinance 
shall  be prohibited  in  R-1-O, OS, and C-1 districts.  

 
(F) PS Districts . No domesticated  animal  shall  be kept  in  the PS district.  

 
(1) Kennels. All kennels must be operated in conformance with all applicable 

County and State regulations. The  Planning Commission  during  the Uses 
with Specific Standards  process, may apply additional  operational  
standards,  as described below:  

 
(2)  Number  of  Dogs. The Planning Commission  may limit  the number  of dogs 

on the lot, although  the Planning Commission  may not restrict any lot to 
fewer than five dogs.  

 
(3)  Setbacks. The Planning Commission  may require setbacks beyond the 

minimums required in the Zoning  District.  The Planning Commission  shall  
not  impose  a required  setback  greater than  200 feet. 

 
(4)  Hours  of  Outdoor  Exercise. The Planning Commission  may restrict  the 

permitted  hours  of outdoor exercise at the facility. The Planning Commission  
may not prohibit outdoor exercise between the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 
p.m. 

 
(5)  Sound  Control.  The Planning Commission  may require  that  animals  shall  

be contained  in  a building which is fully soundproofed, including enhanced 
insulation, soundboards, acoustic tile, or inoperable windows. 

 
(6)  Odor Control.  The Planning Commission  may require  odor control  members,  

such  as non- absorbent surfaces (such as sealed concrete or ceramic tile) 
and power flushing.  

 
(7) Fences. The Planning Commission  may require  fencing  at appropriate  

locations  on the site. 
 

(8)  Other  Operational  Standards.  The Planning Commission  may impose  
additional  operational standards if deemed necessary. 

 
(G) Animal  Rescue/Shelter.  

 
(1) All uses must  be operated in  conformance  with  all  applicable  County and 

State regulations.  
 

(2)  Any lot containing an animal rescue or shelter must be at least 10 acres in 
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gross area. Shelters exclusively  for pets  shall  be exempt  from  this  
requirement,  but  shelters  for dogs shall  be subject  to the two (2) acre 
minimum applicable to kennels.  

 
(3)  Buildings  wherein  animals  are kept, and/or  outdoor  exercise areas, shall  not  

be located  nearer than one hundred (100) feet to any lot line.  
 

(4)  Maximum  Number  of  Animals.  All restrictions  on the number  of animals  
on a lot  from  Subsections B -F shall apply to Animal Rescues and Shelters.  

 
(5)  Setbacks.  

 
(a)  The minimum  setback  for fully enclosed  buildings  where animals  are 

housed shall  be fifty  (50) feet from any property line and 100 feet from 
any residential structure on another parcel.  

 
(b)  The minimum  setback  for outdoor  runs, animal  yards, or any other  

portion  of a building  housing animals where animals will be allowed 
outdoors shall be 150 feet from any property line and 200 feet from any 
residential structure on another parcel.  

(6)  Animals  shall  not  be kept  in  outdoor  runs  between the hours  of 8:00 p.m. and 
8:00 a.m. 

 
(H)  Pet Daycare, Grooming,  and/or  Training.  

 
(1) All operations  must  be operated in  conformance  with  all  applicable  County 

and State regulations.  
 

(2)  Buildings  wherein  dogs are kept, dog runs, and/or  outdoor  exercise areas 
shall  not  be located  nearer than fifty (50) feet to any lot line.  

 
(3)  A duly  qualified  attendant  shall  be stationed  on site  at all  times  when 

animals  are on site. 
 

(4)  Maximum  Number  of  Animals.  All restrictions  on the number  of animals  
on a lot  from  Subsections B -F shall apply to Pet Daycare, Grooming, and 
Training. 

 
(5)  Setbacks.  

 
(a)  The minimum  setback  for fully enclosed buildings  where animals  are 

housed shall  be fifty  (50) feet from any property line and 100 feet from 
any residential structure on another parcel.  

 
(b)  The minimum  setback  for outdoor  runs, animal  yards, or any other  

portion  of a building  housing animals where animals will be allowed 
outdoors shall be 100 feet from any property line and 200 feet from any 
residential structure on another parcel. The minimum setback may be 
reduced to 50 feet where the exercise area is enclosed within a 
landsc ape buffer or opaque fence. 
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(c)  Animals  shall  not  be kept  in  outdoor  runs  between the hours  of 8:00 

p.m. and 8:00 a.m. 
 

(6)  Sound  Control.  All animals  shall  be contained  in  a building  which  is fully  
soundproofed,  using insulation, soundboards, and acoustic tile.  

 
(7) Odor Control.  Non-absorbent  surfaces  (such  as sealed concrete  or ceramic  

tile)  shall  be used throughout the kennel.  Dog waste shall be power flushed 
or otherwise removed on a regular schedule, but no less than four (4) times 
daily. 

 
(8)  Overnight  Stay  Prohibited.  No animals  shall  be allowed to remain  overnight  

on the property  or within the buildings on the property.  
 

(I)  Veterinary  Clinic.  
 

(1) All Pet Daycare, Grooming, and/or  Training  operations  must  be operated in  
conformance  with  all applicable County and State regulations.  

 
(2)  Buildings  wherein  dogs are kept, dog runs, and/or  outdoor  exercise areas 

shall  not  be located  nearer than fifty (50) feet to any lot line.  
 

(3)  At least one (1) licensed veterinarian must staff all veterinary clinics . 
 

(4)  Veterinary clinics may include Pet  Daycare, Grooming, and/or Training or  
kennels if  those uses are permitted in the district where the veterinary clinic 
is located. Further, the Pet Daycare, Grooming, and/or  Training  or kennel  
must  be approved separately  and must  meet  all  relevant  standards  in  this 
Ordinance. 

(J) Exotic  or Wild  Animal . The keeping  of exotic  or wild  animals,  as defined  in  this  
Ordinance, shall  be prohibited on all lots, parcels, and properties in all districts 
within Frenchtown Charter Township.  

 
(K)  All domesticated  animals  must  be kept  in  safe and sanitary  conditions  

appropriate  to their  species and in compliance with all County, State, and Federal 
standards.  

 
(L) Dangerous of Obnoxious Animal . The keeping, breeding, or boarding of any 

animal which is dangerous and may cause injury or is obnoxious because of noise 
or odor shall be prohibited.  The keeping, breeding, or boarding of any animal or 
insect which because of the number being kept, bred, or boarded or the location  in  
which  they are being  kept, bred or boarded in  relationship  to other  residence may 
be considered dangerous or could cause injury or would be obnoxious because of 
the noise or odor, shall be prohibited.  
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Section  4.06 Vehicle  Repair  Facilities  

(A)  No servicing  or repair  of any vehicle  shall  be permitted  unless  said  vehicle  is parked 
within  the building.  

 
(B)  All equipment  used in  the servicing  and repair  of vehicles  shall  be located  within  

an enclosed building.  
 

(C) Outside storage or parking of disabled, wrecked, inoperable, or partially 
dismantled vehicles shall not be permitted outside of areas specifically 
designated for said purpose on the site plan. Outdoor storage of damaged  or 
inoperable  vehicles  shall  be subject  to all  requirements  for Outdoor Storage, 
including  separate Uses with Specific Standards  Approval and compliance  with  
the standards  in  Section 7.04. All other  vehicles  shall  be licensed and parked in 
striped and approved parking spaces.  

 
(D)  Building  elevations  shall  be submitted  illustrating  the configuration  and design  of 

the exterior  of the building. The locations of overhead doors shall be clearly 
indicated. All overhead doors must be accessed by drive aisles that meet the 
dimensional standards of this Ordinance.  

 
(E) Vehicle Sales in  conjunction  with  repair  facilities  must  receive separate zoning  

approval  from  the Township, and must meet all relevant standards, including 
those in Section 4.07. 

 
(F) All Township, County, State, and Federal regulations  regarding  the storage, 

transportation,  and disposal  of oil, gasoline, tires, discarded automotive  parts and 
other flammable liquids must be met.  

 
(G) All vehicle  repair  facilities  shall  receive from  the State of Michigan  and maintain  

on file  with  the Township Clerk a valid state license.  
 
 

Section  4.07 Vehicle  Sales Facilities  

(A)  All display, parking, and auto circulation areas shall be paved with a hard surface, 
concrete, or black top (bituminous)  with  appropriate  bumper  guards, curbing,  or 
other  means  approved by the Commission  that separate said paved areas from 
landscape and lawn areas.  

 
(B)  Outdoor display areas must be located a minimum of ten (10) feet from the street 

setback line. Display spaces  must  be clearly delineated  on the site  plan. All display  
cars must  be parked in  display  spaces. No display cars may be parked in required 
parking spaces.  

 
(C) Vehicle Repair facilities  associated  with  Vehicle Sales facilities  must  receive 

separate zoning  approval  from the Township, and must meet all relevant 
standards, including those in Section 4.06. 

 
(D)  A permanent  structure  of at  least  500 square feet must  be provided  on the lot  to 
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serve as an office  or office space for the Vehicle Sales use. 

(E) All Vehicle Sales facilities  shall  receive from  the State of Michigan  and maintain  on 
file  with  the Township Clerk a valid state license.  

 
 

Section  4.08  Bed and  Breakfast  

(A)  The intent  is  not  to permit  a boarding  house operation,  therefore  the maximum  
period of occupancy  for any guest shall be two weeks consecutively.  

 
(B) The application  for Uses with Specific Standards  Approval shall  be accompanied  

with  a floor  plan  of the residence proposed for use as a bed and breakfast 
operation.  The plans shall clearly illustrate:  

 
(1) The portion  of the residence proposed for access to the bed and breakfast  

users and any portion which is restricted to private residential use.  
 

(2) The dimensions  and floor  area of all  rooms  intended  to be used by the bed 
and breakfast  users. 

 
(C) Sufficient off -street parking shall be provided to accommodate vehicles for both 

the homeowner /resident manager  and maximum  number  of guests. Said parking  
shall  be so located  and designed  so that  it  will  not be a negative impact to adjacent 
properties and the general circulation of the area.  

 
(D) In the R-1 and AG districts  and subdistricts:  

 
(1) The exterior  of the bed and breakfast  must  have the exterior  appearance of 

a residential  unit consistent with the surroundings and with the type of 
units permitted in the district.  

 
(2) The facility  shall  not  negatively  impact  surrounding  residential  uses, 

especially  with  regard to noise, traffic, odor, or excess light.  
 

(E) The homeowner and/or  resident  manager  shall  reside within  the bed and breakfast.  
 
 

Section  4.09 Car Wash. 

(A) Vacuuming  activities  must  be carried  out  at least  one hundred  fifty  (150) feet from  
the nearest  lot  line  of a lot zoned or used for a residential purpose. All air dryers 
must also be  at least one hundred fifty (150) feet from the nearest lot line of a lot 
used for a residential purpose.  

 
(B) The automobile  entrances  and exits  of the building  shall  be from  within  the lot  and 

not  directly  to or from  an adjoining street or alley.  
 

(C) Stacking  space for at least  seven (7) cars shall  be provided  on the site. The stacking  
lane(s)  must  be designed to minimize the possibility of cars stacking on a public 
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road. 
 

(D) Hours of operation  for car washes adjacent  to residentially  zoned or used property  
shall  be from  dawn to dusk unless modified by the Planning Commission  during 
Uses with Specific Standards  review. 

 
 

Section  4.10 Cemetery  

(A) All buildings  and columbarium  shall  comply  with  the required  setbacks  for the 
district  the cemetery is located within.  

 
(B) The grounds  shall  be well maintained  and kept  in  a neat, orderly, and debris  free 

condition.  
 

(C) Cemeteries shall  provide  and maintain  on file  with  the Township  Clerk any required  
permits  from  the State and shall comply with all statutes and rules governing their 
operation.  

 
 
Section  4.11 Child  Care Facilities  

(A) All childcare  facilities  shall  comply  with  all  State laws and standards  and must  
obtain  valid  licenses  from  the State of Michigan.  

 
(B) Family Child Care Centers (1-6 children), as defined by the State of Michigan, shall 

be permitted in all residential  zoning  districts.  Group Child  Care Centers (7-12 
children),  as defined  by the State of Michigan, shall be permitted by Uses with 
Specific Standards  in all residential zoning districts.  

 
(C) Childcare Centers in  nonresidential  structures  shall  be permitted  by Uses with 

Specific Standards  approval  in  all  zoning districts.  
 

 
 
Section  4.12 Places of  Worship  and Gathering  

(A) The height of the building (which includes any spire) may exceed the maximum 
height limitation for the district provided an additional foot of roadside, waterside, 
rear, and side yard setback is provided for every foot  of height  by which  the building  
exceeds the maximum  height  limitation.  The maximum  height  of the building and 
spire in combination shall be 50 feet.  

 
(B) Ancillary non -commercial uses, such as assembly halls, recreational facilities, and 

religious education facilities used solely by members of the religious organization, 
are permitted, but must meet all relevant standards,  including  parking  
requirements.  Ancillary  commercial  uses, including  but  not  limited  to child care 

https://www.michigan.gov/lara/bureau-list/cclb/rules
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centers and event spaces rented to the general public, are only permitted in zoning 
districts where they would be permitted (by right or by Uses with Specific 
Standards  approval ) as principal uses. All ancillary uses requiring Uses with 
Specific Standards  approval must be approved separately from the House of 
Worship. 

 

 
 

Section  4.13 Composting Facilities  

(A) Site characteristics  
 

(1) Parcel Size : A parcel to be used for composting shall be a minimum of ten 
(10) acres in size for a single  operation.  The site  shall  be capable of 
accommodating  a maximum  of three thousand  (3,000) cubic yards of 
leaves or other less than fully decomposed yard waste for every one (1) acre 
of land. Adequate space must be provided for required setbacks, buffers, and 
drainage systems, along with room  for staging  areas, initial  processing, 
windrows, screening areas, curing areas, storage of finished products, office, 
storage and service buildings, internal rows, and storm water retention 
basins  

 
(2) Public  Act  116 Lands : Sites proposed to be located  on lands  which  have been 

previously  issued  a development rights agreement, under the Farmland and 
Open Space Preservation Act, Public Act 116 of 1974 of the State of Michigan,  
are prohibited  for the duration  of the agreement. 

 
(3) Surface Water : Sites shall be at least one thousand (1,000) feet from a 

navigable waterway and at least  five hundred  (500)  feet from  other  surface  
waters, including  inland  rivers, ponds, water courses and county drains.  

 
(4) Airports:  The location  of the facility  must  comply  with  any Federal or State 

restrictions  on the location of waste disposal facilities near the airport . 
 

(5) Floodplains:  A composting  facility  shall  not  be allowed in  any 100-year or 
500-year floodplain.  

 
(6) Wetlands : A composting  facility  shall  not  be allowed in  any protected  

wetlands.  

(7) Finished  Compost : A composting  facility  shall  obtain  and offer  proof  to the 
Township of receipt  of any licenses required by the Michigan Department of 
Agriculture  for the sale of finished compost product.  

 
(B) Ground and surface  water quality.  

 
(1) Environmental Assessment: A Level I Environmental Assessment of the site 

shall be conducted prior to site plan review and a report submitted with the 
site plan. Should the Level I Assessment indicate adverse environmental 
activity, a Level II Environmental Assessment shall be requi red and further, 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(5owo5kjhxdj5buvcyaidpukb))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectName=mcl-Act-116-of-1974
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(5owo5kjhxdj5buvcyaidpukb))/mileg.aspx?page=getobject&objectName=mcl-Act-116-of-1974
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/environment/rtf/gaamps
https://www.michigan.gov/mdard/environment/rtf/gaamps
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ground water testing and soil boring shall be conducted. Any facility shall be 
required to install  any necessary monitoring  wells as determined  by an 
environmental  professional  based on the data contained within the Level II 
environmental assessment.  

 
(2) Watercourse Setback: Any watercourse, stream or swale that is present on 

the site, shall be buffered  by a twenty -foot  (20') unoccupied  setback  
measured  from  the outer  edge of the floodplain  or any alluvial (material 
deposited by running water) soils. Further, a vegetative strip shall be 
required  at the setback. Approval from the Monroe County Drain 
Commissioner  shall be required to ensure  the stream is adequately 
protected from pollution.  

 
(3) Statutory  Compliance:  A compositing  facility  shall  comply  with  Part 115, 

Solid Waste Management , Part 31, Water Resources Protection , and Part 303, 
Wetlands Protection of the Natural Resources and Environmental Protection 
Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended. Any that  meet  the federal  criteria  shall obtain 
a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Industrial 
Storm Water Permit.  

 
(C) The applicant shall submit, with the site plan, an operations plan designed to 

minimize the off -site occurrences of fugitive dust, noxious odors, vibrations, light, 
and blowing debris.  This plan may include such  measures  as: restricting  the daily  
work area, refusing  to accept  certain  compost  materials,  or other appropriate 
measures. This plan must be approved by the Planning Commission  prior to 
beginning operation of the facility. Written documentation as to the operations 
plan shall address the following:  

 
(1) Proposed hours  of operation.  

 
(2) Methods  of controlling  fugitive  dust,  noxious  odors, noise, vibration,  light  

and blowing  debris. 
 

(3) Fencing and other  means  of limiting  access outside  of hours  of operation.  
 

(4) Method  and location  of receiving  compost  materials.  
 

(5) Method  of sorting  and handling  composting  materials  on site. 
 

(6) Measures to be taken  should  anaerobic  conditions  (occurring  in  absence of 
free oxygen) arise. 

 
(7) Expected frequency of removal  of composted  materials.  

 
(8) Expected frequency for turning  of composting  windows . 

 
(9) Fire protection.  

 
(10) Description  of daily  cleanup  procedures. 

 

https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/materials-management/solid-waste/solid-waste-statutes-and-rules
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/about/organization/materials-management/solid-waste/solid-waste-statutes-and-rules
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(3ued4rwgnc5s2xvxipt2pdbc))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-451-1994-II-1-31
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(1gnwvweyu2y52hztwa1qdwek))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-451-1994-III-1-INLAND-WATERS-303
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(1gnwvweyu2y52hztwa1qdwek))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-451-1994-III-1-INLAND-WATERS-303
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(1gnwvweyu2y52hztwa1qdwek))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-451-1994-III-1-INLAND-WATERS-303
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(11) Measures to be taken  should  surface  or ground  water contamination  take  
place. 

 
(12) The capacity  of the composting  facility  in  terms  of cubic  yards, and the 

maximum  amount  of compost material to be accepted annually.  

(13) Maintenance  plan  for all  outdoor  areas where compost  materials  are 
received, processed, cured, or stored to prevent rutting which allows on site 
ponding/pooling of water in places other than a retention basin.  

 
(14) In the preparation of the operations plan or the contingency plan required 

by this Ordinance, the applicant  or operator  shall  comply  with  the 
requirements  of the Air Quality  rules  promulgated  under Natural Resources 
and Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended. 

 
(15) Testing procedures  for moisture  content,  nitrogen  ratios  and temperature  

and how often  it  will  be tested. 
 

(16) Proposed number  of employees and description  of any training  or experience 
which  will  be required or supplied to those employees.  

 
(17) Detailed plan  as to proposed method  of correcting  anaerobic  conditions  

which  may arise. 
 

(18) Plan as to means  of handling  and disposing  of non-yard waste garbage. 
 

(19) List  of equipment  to be used at the facility  to chip,  grind,  turn,  load, unload,  
screen, and haul  yard waste and finished compost.  

 
(20) List  and description  of any and all  chemicals  to be used as accelerants  for 

dust  or odor control  at  the facility or for any other purpose at the facility.  
 

(21) Statement  of intention  to conduct  and pay for annual  rodent  inspections  
and plan  detailing  means  of remedying any rodent problem which may arise.  

 
(22) Marketing  plan  for finished  compost  and contingency  plan  for use of 

finished  compost  if  it  cannot  be sold in accordance with plan.  
 

(23) If bagged materials  will  be accepted on site, applicant  must  submit  
operations  plan  for debagging process  indicating time in which  compost  
will remain in bags and methods for ensuring that no bags  or remnants 
thereof become a part of the compost materials.  

 
(24) Emergency Plan which includes action to be taken in the event of a natural 

disaster, equipment failure,  extended adverse weather, unauthorized  
dumping  or receipt  of hazardous  materials  or other emergency situations.  
Plan should address reserve or alternative equipment, alternative handling 
methods, agencies to be notified and method of handling compost and/or 
operating facility in an emergency. 

 
(25) The applicant  shall  ensure that  the tracking  of mud  and/or  compost  

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4fa3lnlawtv3nist3mgsveb1))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-Act-451-of-1994#:~:text=AN%20ACT%20to%20protect%20the,lands%2C%20waters%2C%20and%20other%20natural
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(4fa3lnlawtv3nist3mgsveb1))/mileg.aspx?page=GetObject&objectname=mcl-Act-451-of-1994#:~:text=AN%20ACT%20to%20protect%20the,lands%2C%20waters%2C%20and%20other%20natural
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materials  from  composting  areas onto public off -site roads will be 
minimized and shall ensure that mud and/or compost materials which are 
tracked off - site are adequately removed.  At the time of submission of a site 
plan, the operator of the composting facility shall submit an off -site road 
maintenance plan which addresses, at a minimum, the following:  

 
(a) Method  of dislodging  mud  and/or  composting  materials  from  vehicles  

or undercarriage.  
 

(b) An on-site  traffic  control  pattern,  including  a bypass road around  the 
truck  cleaning  area if applicable.  

 
(c) Method for removing soil, dust, and/or compost materials attributable 

to the composting operations  from  public  off -site  roads within  2,500 
feet of the composting  area entrance  and exits. 

(d) Trucks and off -site  roads shall be  cleaned as described  in  the plan  
as required  under this  Ordinance as often  as necessary to prevent  the 
occurrence of nuisances  resulting  from  the tracking of mud and/or 
compost materials.  

 
(D) A closure  plan  shall  be submitted  with  the site  plan  which  shall  detail  the final  end 

use of the property should use of the facility be discontinued for more than twelve 
(12) months. The plan shall describe  

 
(1) How the existing  site  will  be cleaned up. 
(2) How and where the existing  surface  debris  will  be disposed  of. 
(3) What the final  disposition  of the land  will  be. 

 
(E) To ensure proper buffering  of the composting  facility  from  nearby land  uses which  

may be adversely affected by the facility, the following requirements shall apply:  
 

(1) No composting facility shall be constructed within  1,000 feet of an existing 
residentially zoned  or residentially used  lot  line. The isolation  distance  shall  
be measured  from  the nearest  working  area of the composting facility to a 
residential lot line in residential districts.  

 
(2) There shall be established along all of the composting facility's lot lines a 

dense evergreen landscape buffer strip.  The evergreen landscape buffer 
shall be provided with a double row of evergreen  trees, a minimum  of six  (6) 
feet high,  landscape  grade, planted  in  staggered rows twenty  
(20)  feet apart  on center  in  each row. This requirement  shall  supersede any 
other  landscape screening requirements in this Ordinance.  
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(F) Fugitive  Dust,  Noxious  Odors, Noise, Vibration,  Light  and  Blowing  Debris.  

 
(1) The operation of a composting facility shall not result in unreasonable off -

site deterioration of air quality, cause unreasonable interference with the 
comfortable enjoyment of life and property, or cause injurious effects to 
human health, safety, and welfare.  All composting facilities shall be 
designed, constructed,  and operated so that  fugitive  dust,  noxious  odors, 
noise, vibration,  light,  and blowing debris are controlled and do not cause 
off -site problems or nuisances.  

 
(2) The following  performance  standards  must  be met  in  an effort  to control  

noxious  odors, noise, vibration, and light so as to prevent off -site problems 
and nuisances:  

(a) Odor: The emission of noxious odors is prohibited.  Noxious odors shall 
include any odorous matter  in  such  quantities  as to be readily  
detectable  at any point  along lot  lines, when diluted  in the ratio of one 
volume of odorous air to four or more volumes of clean air as to produce 
a public nuisance or hazard beyond lot lines.  

 
(b) Water : The composting  facility  shall  utilize  water drawn from  streams,  

wells, ponds, or the municipal supply, and be otherwise free from sulfur 
or agents  that may cause odor.  

 
(c) Noise : The pressure level of sounds shall not exceed 65 dB at the 

nearest residentially or agriculturally  zoned property  line, 75 dB at the 
nearest  commercially  zoned property  line, and 80 dB and the nearest 
industrially zoned property line.  

 
(d) Vibration . All machinery shall be so mounted and operated as to 

prevent transmission of ground  vibration  exceeding a displacement  of 
0.003 inches  as measured  at any property  line  of its source.  

 
(3) All composting  facilities  must  notify,  in  writing,  the Frenchtown  Charter 
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Township Building Official  and Monroe County Health Department  that 
actual operations have begun.  

 
(4) Sites shall be closed when anaerobic conditions arise and the only 

operations which will be permitted during these conditions must be directly 
related to correcting the anaerobic conditions.  If anaerobic conditions  arise 
more than  two (2) times  in  a one-month  period  and the facility  
owner/operator  fails  to remedy the problem, the Township shall take 
appropriate enforcement actions. Corrective actions must begin 
immediately upon determination of anaerobic conditions.  Determination of 
anaerobic conditions may be made by the Township Building Official . 

 
(5) Compost materials shall not be accepted on site in an anaerobic condition.  

If inspections reveal acceptance  of anaerobic  materials  the owner/operator  
and/or  lessee shall  be subject  to the closure of the facility.  

 
(6) If there is evidence that performance standards have not been met and / or 

that a problem or nuisance condition exists as determined by the Building 
Official , despite compliance with the operation  plan, then  the operator shall 
develop a contingency plan . This contingency  plan shall be submitted 
within ten (10) working days from the date that the Building Official  notifies 
the operator of the problem or nuisance condition requiring a contingency 
plan. This plan shall demonstrate to the satisfaction of the Building Official  
that the problem will be abated within a reasonable time period.  

 
(G) Compost  Storage 

 
(1) Storage of any material,  other  than  compost,  shall  not  be allowed on site. 

 
(2) Height  of compost  material  shall  not  exceed eight  (8)  feet. 

 
(3) No sludge  of any kind  shall  be stored  or deposited  on composting  facility  

property. 
 

(4) No bagged materials  containing  grass or other  materials  shall  be stored  at  
the composting  facility  in excess of thirty (30) days.  

 
(5) Finished  compost  shall  not  be allowed to remain  on site  for excess of a two 

(2) year period. 
 

 

(H) Violations  and Penalties. In addition  to the violation  process of Section 7.11, the 
following  shall  also apply. 

 
(1) Violation of any of the provisions of this Ordinance or inability to meet the 

requirements of these provisions will result in the revocation of site plan 
approval as provided for herein.  If necessary, the Township  has the right  to 
seek a declaration  that  the site  is a public  nuisance.  Upon the issuance  of 
such a declaration, the Township may abate the nuisance and assess the 
costs as a lien upon the property. 

https://www.co.monroe.mi.us/255/Health-Department
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(2) Any site plan and/or Operations Plan approval may be revoked when the 

facility is not in conformance with those plans  or those plans fail to 
adequately meet the requirements of this Ordinance.  The Planning 
Commission  shall give the applicant notice of intention to revoke such 
permit  approval  at least  ten (10) days prior  to review by the Planning 
Commission . After conclusion of such review, the Planning Commission  
may revoke its approval of the facility if the Commission determines that a 
violation in fact exists and has not been remedied prior to such hearing.  

 
 

 
Section  4.14 Concrete  Plants  and  Aggregate  Processing  
Facilities  

(A) The following  shall  apply to all  concrete  plants  and aggregate processing  facilities,  
whether  they are designed to be permanent or temporary.  

 
(1) Plant  Setbacks.  All potential  locations  of the plant  shall  be setback  one 

thousand  (1,000) feet from the nearest residential district.  In addition, all 
potential locations of the concrete or asphalt plant or aggregate processing 
facility shall be at least three hundred (300) feet from any other property 
line. If the plant is to be moved periodically within the site, the area in which 
the plant is to be confined shall be illustrated on the site plan.  

 
(2) Setbacks from Bodies of Water, Waterways and Wetlands. The plant, 

stockpiles, storage, parking  and all  operations  and accessory buildings  shall  
be set back at least  one hundred  fifty  (150) feet from all running water 
courses, lakes, ponds, and wetlands regulated by the Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources and the United States Environmental Protection Act . 
Fuel storage must be set back three hundred (300) feet from all running 
water courses, lakes, ponds, and wetlands regulated by the Monroe County 
Drain Commissioner , Michigan Department of Natural Resources, and the 
United States Environmental Protection Act.  

 
(3) Setbacks for Accessory Buildings and Operations. The minimum setbacks 

for accessory buildings,  internal  roads, parking,  stock piles , storage, and 
other  operations  shall  be consistent  with the requirements of the zoning 
district the plant is located within.  

 
(4) Air  Quality.  The site, including  internal  roads, parking  areas and access 

routes  to the site, shall  be designed or treated to prevent drifting or airborne 
transmission of dust particles or debris.  

 
(5) Truck Routing. Truck routing to and from the site shall be approved by the 

Township and the Monroe County Road Commission . In determining 
appropriate truck routes, the Township shall consider  the potential  impacts  
on property  values along the routes, safety, and traffic  operations.  All truck 
;8>=.<!<1*55!+.!F5*<<!ƸDƹ!;8*-<"!;8*-<!+87-.-!*<!F5*<<!ƸDƹ!8;!F8>7=B!S;26*;B!
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Roads. The applicant shall demonstrate the capability  to enforce routing 
and shall provide a copy of a haul route agreement or other approval from 
the local agency. 

 
(6) Access. The site  shall  have direct  access to paved public  roadways. 

 
(7) Security.  The site  shall  be fenced to prohibit  vandalism  and illegal  access, 

with  the fence provided on the interior side of the required greenbelt in 
compliance with Sec. 5.09(C). 

(8) Operating  Hours. The days and hours  of operation  associated  with  the 
concrete  or asphalt  plant,  or aggregate processing  facility  shall be  reviewed 
and approved by the Planning Commission  as part  of the Uses with Specific 
Standards  review process. 

 
(9) Environmental  Protection.  The site  and operations  shall  include  measures  

to minimize  and control potential negative impacts on soil conditions, water 
quality, stormwater runoff and air quality.  

 
(10) Restrooms.  Restrooms must  be provided  on site. For temporary  concrete  

plants,  portable  restrooms shall be considered sufficient.  
 

(11) Financial Guarantee. The Planning Commission  may require the posting of 
a performance bond, cash deposit or other financial guarantee acceptable 
to the Township to ensure compliance with the standards  of this  Ordinance 
and to ensure the removal  of temporary  uses for the restoration  of a site. The 
amount of the financial guarantee shall be equal to the total valuation, as 
determined by the Township, of all construction work required to comply 
with the approved site plan including pavement, driveways, drives, 
landscaping, parking, lighting,  drainage improvements, erosion protection,  
fences, and similar items, plus ten percent (10%) for contingencies.  

 
The Township, upon written  request  from  the applicant,  shall  refund  portions  
of the performance guarantee upon determination that the improvements 
have been satisfactorily completed.  The portion of the  rebate shall be 
consistent with the portion of applicable improvements completed.  

 
(B) The following  shall  apply only to concrete  plants  and aggregate processing  

facilities  that  are designed  to be permanent.  
 

(1) Road Surfaces.  All internal  roads, parking  and storage areas shall  be 
constructed  of a durable surface. 

 
(a) An onsite  traffic  control  pattern,  including  a bypass road around  the 

truck  cleaning  area if applicable.  
 

(b) Method for removing soil, dust, and/or compost materials attributable 
to the composting operations  from  public  off -site  roads within  2,500 
feet of the composting  area entrance  and exits. 

 
(c) Trucks and off -site  roads shall be  cleaned as described  in  the plan  
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as required  under this  Ordinance as often  as necessary to prevent  the 
occurrence of nuisances  resulting  from  the tracking of mud and/or 
compost materials.  

 
(2) Air Quality. A complete description of the types and quantities of pollutants 

expected to be emitted into the air shall be provided.
 The applicant  shall  provide  information  on prevailing  winds  and other 
documentation necessary to clearly demonstrate  the plant  and accessory 
operations  comply with  all local, state,  and federal requirements for air 
quality.  Necessary mitigation measures shall be described. 

 
(3) Traffic  Analysis.  A traffic  impact  statement,  including  the total  number  of 

vehicle  trips,  shall  be provided for review. 

(4) A "Fiscal and Market Analysis" describing expected impacts on property 
values in the vicinity, expected  tax benefits  to the Township, anticipated  
costs  to provide  municipal  services and the need for such a facility to serve 
demand in the surrounding area. The Fiscal Impact Analysis shall 
demonstrate the tax benefits afforded by the facility will have a positive 
impact on the community in consideration of the anticipated impacts on 
property values in the vicinity over the long term and anticipated costs to 
provide necessary municipal services. The market analysis will  demonstrate  
the need for the facility to  meet  demand  in the  local area. The study shall 
also demonstrate  why the subject site would have less negative public 
impact  than other potential sites in the local area; with the local  area being 
defined as within a ten (10) mile radius.  

 
 

Section  4.15 Drive-In (Outdoor)  Theaters  

(A) The lot  shall  be located  so that  at least  one (1) property  line  abuts  a major  
thoroughfare.  All egress/ingress to the facility shall be directly from the major 
thoroughfare road.  

 
(B) A six  (6) foot  tall  solid  screen fence shall  enclose the subject  property. 

 
(C) The site  plan  shall  provide  for sufficient  internal  stacking  of vehicles  which  are 

waiting  for processing  and entry to the theater to avoid vehicle stacking or back -
up onto any public road right -of-way. 

 
(D) The theater  screen shall  be set back at least  one hundred  (100) feet from  any public  

road or adjacent parcel. 
 
 

Section  4.16 Drive-Thrus  

(A) The design  and orientation  of the drive-thru  on the site  shall  be completed  in  a 
manner  which  will  not  impact the adjacent properties by way of traffic, noise, 
odors, light, litter,  or similar factors.  
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(B) At least one separate stacking lane shall be provided to accommodate a minimum 
of ten (10) cars. The Planning Commission  may alter this standard if the applicant 
can demonstrate that fewer stacking spaces will not  adversely impact the 
operations of  the establishment  or negatively impact neighboring properties or 
the traffic  flow in  the area. All stacking  lanes shall  be a minimum  of ten (10) ft. wide 
and shall  be positioned in such a manner that stacking will not interfere with 
normal vehicular on-site  traffic, off -site traffic and entering and exiting traffic.  

 
(C) A ten (10) foot  wide bypass lane shall  be provided  around  the drive-thru  lanes and 

stacking  area. 
 

(D) Devices for the transmission  of voices shall  be so directed  or muffled  as to prevent  
sound  from  being audible beyond the boundaries of the site.  

 
 

Section  4.17 Essential  Services  

Essential  Services shall  be permitted  as described  in  this  Ordinance and shall  be 
subject  to the standards  of this Ordinance but  shall be permitted to receive waivers and 
exemptions from standards and requirements upon demonstration  to the Building 
Official  that  the Zoning  Ordinance standard  in  question would inhibit the provision of 
the Essential Service to Township residents. In addition, essential services must meet 
the following standards:  

 
(A) Essential  service facilities  must  be kept  neat, orderly, and safe, and not  be a hazard 

to surrounding properties, in the opinion of the Building Official . 
 

(B) Essential  service facilities  must  meet  all  relevant  County, State, and Federal 
regulations.  

 
 
Section  4.18 Seasonal  Roadside  Stands  

(A) A temporary  structure  may be used for a seasonal roadside  stand.  Temporary 
structures  must  meet  all the requirements  of this Section and  may be in place for 
no more than six consecutive months.  

 
(B) Buildings used as roadside stands shall comply with the accessory <=;>,=>;.<a 

standards. However, in the event  of a conflict  between this  section  and the 
accessory structure  standards  in  Section 5.03.B, this  section shall apply  

 
(C) Seasonal roadside  stands  shall  be permitted  in  compliance  with  the process 

outlined  in  Sec. 4.33 Temporary Outdoor Events and Sales. 
 

(D) The gross floor  area of the temporary  building  shall  not  be more than  eight  hundred  
(800)  square feet in area. 

 
(E) Suitable  containers  for rubbish  shall  be placed on the premises  for public  use. 
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(F) Any roadside  stand  located  within  two hundred  (200)  feet of any dwelling  or 

adjacent  premises  shall  close not later than 10:00 p.m. 
 

(G) The building  shall  be located  not  less than  twenty  (20)  feet from  the nearest  public  
road right -of-way line. Its height shall be no more than one (1) story.  

 
(H) Off-street  parking  may be provided. Said parking  shall  not  be located  nearer than  

twenty -five (25) feet to the road pavement. Egress / ingress shall be limited to in 
and out driveways. Direct access to parking areas from the roadway shall not be 
permitted. The parking and driveways need not be paved but  must be designed 
and maintained to control dust.  

 
 

Section  4.19 Funeral  Homes 

(A) An off-street vehicle assembly area shall be designated on the site plan to be used 
in support of funeral processions.  The vehicle  assembly  area should  be designed  
to minimize  the possibility  of vehicles  stacking on a public road.  

 
(B) The service and loading  area shall  be screened from  off -site  view by landscaping  or 

fencing.  
 
 

Section  4.20 Gas Stations  

(A) A ten (10) foot  planting  strip  shall  be provided  along the street setback line. A raised 
curb of six (6) inches in height shall be constructed to separate the planting areas 
from the driveways and pump areas. The  planting area must include shrubs and 
flowers but  need not include trees. This requirement shall supersede the 
landscaping requirements in  Section 5.09.C, but shall only apply to the frontage  of 
the site in front of the gas station pumps/canopy.  If any ancillary uses on the site 
have road frontage  separate from  the pumps  and canopy, then  that  road frontage  
shall  be subject  to the standards  of Section  5.09. 

 
(B) Pump islands  shall  be set back not  less than  twenty -five (25) feet from  the (10) foot  
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planting  strip.  
 

(C) Ancillary  Vehicle Repair or servicing  must  be approved separately  by the Township, 
must  meet  all  relevant standards of this Ordinance, and is only  permitted in  
Zoning  Districts where Vehicle Repair is  permitted by right or by Uses with Specific 
Standards . 

 
(D) Ancillary retail or restaurants, including drive -thrus, must be approved separately 

by the Township, must meet  all  relevant  standards  of this  Ordinance, and are only 
permitted  in  Zoning  Districts  where those uses are permitted by right or by Uses 
with Specific Standards . 

 
(E) Any outdoor  storage must  be approved separately  by the Township, must  meet  all  

relevant  standards  of this Ordinance, and is only permitted in Zoning Districts 
where outdoor storage is permitted by right or by Uses with Specific Standards . 

 
(F) The site  must  be designed  to have sufficient  truck  turning  space for fuel  deliveries. 

 
(G) All Township, County, State, and Federal regulations  regarding  the storage and 

transportation  of gasoline and other flammable liquids must be met.  
 

(H) The canopy must  meet  the standards  of Section 5.03(B). 
 

 
Section  4.21 Gun Range ' Indoor  

(A) All activities  and operations  of the range shall  be conducted  indoors. 
 

(B) Ventilation  System . A supply  air  and exhaust  ventilation  system  shall  be installed  
that  will  provide  clean *2;!27!=1.!><.;a<!+;.*=1270!C87.!*7-!=1.!.A=.;28;!8/!=1.!0>7!
range building. The building housing the gun range and the ventilation system 
used in connection therewith shall be so constructed as to ensure that all noise, 
sounds,  and odors emanating from the building are kept from reaching the 
building exterior.  

 
(C) Sound Control . Sound control and other systems shall be provided which will 

protect the users and employees  of the range and must  meet  the noise standards  
in  Section  7.11.B, as well as those  in  the Building Code.  

 
(D) Disposal  of  by-products  of  the  range . In no case shall  there be the disposal  of 

rubbish,  litter,  or other  by- products of the range in such a manner as to be 
obnoxious, offensive or in conflict with the general public health,  safety, and 
welfare. In all  cases the range shall  use best  management  practices  in  dealing  with  
lead, lead dust and other lead byproducts of an indoor gun range and shall comply 
with all Federal, State, County, and Township rules, regulations,  and laws. 

 
(E) Building  materials . The building  materials  and interior  architectural  systems  

used in  the gun range shall  be designed and constructed in a manner which will 
prevent projectiles from penetrating the walls or ceilings and ricochets or back 



June 2023 
Page 58 

June 2023 
Page 58 

 

 

splatter and contain all projectiles from reaching the outside of the building.  
 

(F) Commercial  sale  of  guns  or ammunition . The indoor  range may include  a 
commercial  operation  area for the sale of guns or ammunition and ancillary 
equipment provided this area is ancillary to the primary use  

 
(G) Permits  and  licenses . All Federal, state,  county  or local  permits  or licenses  must  

be obtained,  and copies submitted to the Township. All requirements of those 
permits must be met.  

 
(H) Hours  of  Operation.  The Planning Commission must approve the hours of 

operation . 
 

(I) Lot Size and  Architectural  Standards.  In the AG district,  the exterior  architecture  
for the indoor  gun range shall  be consistent  with  the building  materials  and 
architecture  found  nearby. The creative  use of decorative block, brick, stone, or a 
combination of such materials is encouraged. Bright colors are prohibited. The 
Planning Commission  shall determine whether the architecture of the building is 
appropriate.  

 
Section  4.22 Gun Range ' Outdoor  

(A) Individual ranges, areas containing more than one range, or the entire property 
shall be enclosed with a minimum six (6) foot fence. Range fencing shall enclose 
the range proper, backstop, side walls, or greenbelt,  shot fall  area for shotgun  
ranges, firing  line, ready areas, and any other  area in  which  a person might 
unwittingly subject himself to reasonable hazard.  

 
(B) ƸQR!WUHVSDVVLQJƹ!8;!ƸGDQJHUƹ!<207<!-.<207*=270!=1.!1*C*;-"!78=!5.<<!=1*7!=@8!

(2) square feet nor more than four (4) square feet in area and spaced not more 
than two hundred (200) feet apart, shall be posted  on the upper portion  of the 
fence enclosing  the range. The sign  shall  also be posted  at each gate and/or other 
entry. 

 
(C) Outdoor ranges may be operated for light  arms  only during  the daylight  hours  

between 9:00 AM and 9:00 PM, or dusk, whichever is earlier. The ranges may be 
operated for heavy arms only during the daylight hours between 1:00 PM and 6:00 
PM only. Light arms are defined as shotguns, .22 caliber rim fire cartridges only. 
All other firearms are to be co nsidered heavy arms.  

 
(D) Trap, skeet, or other shotgun ranges shall be placed such that the firing positions 

are not less than nine hundred (900) feet from the nearest property line in the 
direction of fire. No backstop is required for such shotgun  ranges. Back stops  
shall  comply  with  the standards  of the Sport Shooting Ranges Act, PA 269 of 1989, 
as amended, MCL 691.1541, et seq. 

 
(E) All outdoor pistol and rifle ranges shall be provided with a secondary backstop 

and a primary bullet -stop immediately behind the target line.  The primary bullet -
stop shall consist of inclined steel plates with sand pits, or heavy timbers backed 

https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-Act-269-of-1989.pdf
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with earth. The steel plates shall be backed with sand or other sound deadening  
material.  The secondary backstop  shall  be constructed  of earth  and shall  be of 
sufficient  height to  subtend an  angle of not  less than six (6) degrees above the 
horizontal  when viewed from the firing line, shall be equal to or greater than its 
distance from the firing line plus the width of the firing line. This backstop may 
be a natural rise of ground if free of stone and exposed rock and lying entirely 
within the fenced  area. Alternative  construction  affording  equivalent  protection  
and noise reduction  are allowed with the approval of the Planning Commission . 

 
(F) In addition to the primary and secondary  backstops,  all outdoor pistol and rifle 

ranges shall be  enclosed on the remaining three (3) sides by a dense greenbelt of 
bushes, brush,  or trees not less than ten (10) feet in height and not less than two 
hundred (200) feet in width. As an alternative to the greenbelt, an earthwork may 
be constructed such that the top of the earthwork subtends an angle of not less 
than six (6) degrees fro m the horizontal when viewed from any point on the firing 
line, or not less tha n ten (10) feet in height, whichever is greater.  In case of the 
earthwork, the two hundred (200) feet distance between the firing line and  the 
property  line  shall  be maintained.  Alternative  construction  affording  equivalent  
protection  and noise reduction may be allowed on petition to the Planning 
Commission . 

 
(G) Outdoor gun ranges must  be operated in  compliance  with  the Sport Shooting 

Ranges Act, PA 269 of 1989, as amended, MCL 691.1541, et seq. and all other 
applicable County, State, and Federal laws. 

 
(H) There shall be no very serious impairment to the quiet enjoyment of properties 

due to noise or stray bullets from the Outdoor Gun Range. The Township reserves 
the right to revoke the Uses with Specific Standards  Permit  of any Outdoor Gun 
Range found in violation of this provision. In the event of a dispute about the level 
of impairment,  the Planning Commission  shall  determine  whether  or not  to 
revoke the Uses with Specific Standards  Permit. The Planning Commission  may 
request  a report  from  the Monroe County V1.;2//a< Department  regarding  the use 
of the property.  

 
 
Section  4.23 Hazardous  Substances  Storage  

Hazardous materials storage facilities shall comply with all standards of this 
Ordinance, and all standards established  by all  Township, County, State, and Federal 
agencies with  jurisdiction.  The applicant  must  supply  the following documentation 
with any plan submitted for review:  

 
(A) Description of all planned or potential discharges of any type of wastewater, 

vapors, or gas to a storm sewer, drain,  river, stream,  wetland,  other  surface  water 
body or into  the groundwater  must  be submitted.  

 
(B) Description of storage area for any salt, oil or other potentially hazardous materials 

including common name,  name of chemical  components,  location,  maximum  

https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-Act-269-of-1989.pdf
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-Act-269-of-1989.pdf


June 2023 
Page 60 

June 2023 
Page 60 

 

 

quantity  expected on hand at any time,  type of storage containers or base material, 
and anticipated procedure for use and handling.  

 
(C) Description  of any transportation,  on site  treatment,  cleaning  of equipment,  and 

storage or disposal  of hazardous waste or related containers, including days and 
hours of operation.  

 
(D) Description  of all  secondary containment  measures, including  design, 

construction  materials  and specifications, and security measures.  
 

(E) Description  of the process for maintaining  and recording  of all  shipping  manifests.  
 

(F) Description  of how to maintain  levels of protection  as required  by the Planning 
Commission . 

 

 
Section  4.24 Home Based Businesses  

The conducting of business in residential dwelling units may be permitted under the 
provisions of this Ordinance. It is the intent of this Ordinance to permit Home Based 
Businesses, while ensuring that Home Based Businesses are compatible with other 
uses permitted in residential districts, and to maintain and preserve the character of a 
residential  neighborhood and  promote  the efficient  use of public  services and facilities  
by assuring  these services are provided to the residential population for which they were 
planned and  constructed. Home  Based Businesses are permitted in the zoning districts 
indicated in this Ordinance, subject to the following requirements:  

 
(A) Intensity of Use . Home Based Businesses must be conducted within a principal 

dwelling unit and  shall  be clearly subordinate  to the dwelling  >72=a< use for 
residential purposes. 

 
(B) Performance  Standards . 

 
(1) There shall be no change in the outside appearance of the structure or uses, 

or other visible evidence of the conduct of a Home -Based Business, other 
than permitted signage as described in Section 5.08. There shall  be no 
external  alterations  to the structure  that  are not  customarily  found  in a 
residential area.  

 
(2) The outdoor  storage of materials,  equipment,  or refuse in  excess of what  is 

common  for a residential use shall be prohibited.  
 

(3) No equipment or process shall be used in a Home -Based Business shall 
create noise, vibration, glare,  fumes,  or odor in  excess of what  is common  for 
a residential  use that  is  noticeable  in  or near the nearest housing unit.  

 
(4) The home must  be the primary  residence of the business  operator. No 

employees other  than residents of the home may work regularly at the 
dwelling.  
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(5) Adequate parking  must  be provided  to accommodate  safe and efficient  
parking  for any business -related  vehicles. 

 

(6) The business  shall  not  have regular  hours  during  which  it  is  open to the 
general public.  

 

 
 

Section  4.25 Hospitals  

(A) The facility must have at least two driveways or roadways with access to a 
thoroughfare that can, in the opinion  of the Planning Commission  and the Monroe 
County Road Commission , absorb the traffic  from  the facility.  

 
(B) Ambulance  and emergency entrance  areas shall  be located  at least  100 feet away 

and visually  screened from adjacent residential uses.  
 

(C) Helipad for air  ambulance  and emergency entrance  associated  with  the helipad  
shall  be located  at least  100 feet away and visually screened from adjacent 
residentially  used or zoned property. In siting the helipad, consideration shall be 
given to the impact of take -off and landings and the potential impact on adjacent 
properties.  

 
(D) No power plant  or laundry  shall  be located  nearer than  one hundred  (100) feet to 

any adjacent  residential use or district.  
 

(E) Hospitals  shall  be constructed,  maintained,  and operated in  conformance  with  all  
applicable  State and Federal laws. 

 
 

 

Section  4.26 Hotel/Motels/Extended  Stay Hotels  

(A) Each unit  shall  contain  a bath  and at least  one bedroom  and encompass  a 
minimum  gross floor  area of two hundred and fifty (250) square feet.  

 
(B) Extended stay hotels  shall  meet  the following  requirements:  

 
(1) Units  occupied  for more than  fourteen  (14) days consecutively  shall  have a 

minimum  gross floor  area of three hundred fifty (350) square feet and, at a 
minimum, shall contain a refrigerator and microwave. 

 
(2) Shall  provide  laundry  facilities  for guests  on site. 

 
(C) Conversion of a Previously Approved Hotel to an Extended Stay Hotel. Hotels 

with an average occupancy of more than fourteen (14) days per occupant over a 
one-year period shall be required to be upgraded  to an Extended Stay Hotel. In order 
to convert  a previously  approved hotel  that  does not  meet  the standards of Section 
B into an Extended Stay Hotel, the hotel must be in a Commercially  zoned district 

https://www.mcrc-mi.org/
https://www.mcrc-mi.org/
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and be renovated/upgraded to include  the following features.  
 

(1) All units  with  an average occupancy  of more than  fourteen  (14) days must  be 
at least  350 square feet in area. 

 
(2) All units  with  an average occupancy  of more than  fourteen  (14) days must  

contain  a kitchen  with  a refrigerator and microwave.  
 

(3) Laundry facilities  for guests  must  be provided. 
 

(D) Hotels  shall  not  be used  for  permanent  housing.  Permanent  housing  shall  be 
considered  residence at  a hotel for more than  90 consecutive days and/or with the 
use of the hotel as an address for the purposes of the post office, public schools, 
or bills for monthly expenses.  

 
(E) Single room occupancy  (SRO), as defined  in  Section 8.02, shall  be prohibited.  

 
 
Section  4.27 Indoor  Self -Storage  

(A) All storage units  with  exterior  doorways must  be accessed by a drive aisle  meeting  
the dimensional requirements of this Ordinance. The drive aisles must be paved.  

 
(B) The hours  of operation  of the facility  must  be approved by the Planning 

Commission . 
 

 
 
Section  4.28 Resource Reclamation  Facility  (Junk  Yard)  

(A) The minimum  lot  area shall  be five (5) acres. 
 

(B) All material  shall  be stored  at  least  four  hundred  fifty  (450) feet from  the center  line  
of any adjacent  roadway and two hundred fifty (250) feet from any residentially 
used or zoned lot or parcel. The principal building on the lot shall be subject to the 
required setbacks of the district within which it is located . 

 
(C) All resource reclamation facilities shall be enclosed and screened on all sides of 

the subject property by a solid wall or fence of at least solid eight (8) feet tall. The 
fence may be located in the roadside yard. When the proposed facility abuts a 
street, a ten-foot planting strip between the fence and the street setback line. The 
ten-foot planting strip shall consist of a minimum of one tree for every thirty (30) 
feet of fencing provided.  In addition,  flowering  trees and shrubs  in  sufficient  
quantity  and location  shall  be provided  to break up the mass of the screen fencing.  
The planting strip shall be parallel to the street and shall extend the full length of 
the frontage.  In the event of a conflict between this section and Section 5.09, this 
section shall supersede. 
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(D) A roadway shall  be provided, graded, paved, and maintained  from  the street  to the 
rear of the property  to permit free and full access of fire trucks and other 
emergency vehicles at all times.  

 
(E) Ancillary Vehicle Repair or servicing  must  be approved separately  by the Township, 

must  meet  all  relevant standards of this Ordinance, and is only  permitted in  
Zoning  Districts where Vehicle Repair is  permitted by right or by Uses with Specific 
Standards . 

 
(F) The Township reserves the right  to require  a remediation  bond in  order to ensure 

adequate  clean-up in  the event the use ceases operation.  
 

(G) The site  design  must  include  adequate  protections,  in  the opinion  of the Township  
Engineer, against  excess or polluted stormwater runoff.  

 
(H) The use must  be in  compliance  with  all  relevant  County, State, and Federal 

regulations,  including,  but  not limited to, obtaining,  and retaining a valid license 
from the State.  

 

Section 4.29  Landfills  

(A) General Requirements.  
 

(1) Design  and  Operation  Standards.  Any such  use shall  conform  to current  
standards  established  by the U. S. Environmental Protection Agency, the 
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy  and other 
applicable or successor regulatory agencies.  

 
(2) Environmental  Impact  Assessment.  An environmental  impact  assessment  

shall  be prepared and submitted to the Township Board for review and 
approval. 

 
(B) Landfills  and  Dumping.  

 
(1) Intent . These regulations are established to control the storage, piling, 

placing, or dumping of garbage,  sewage, refuse, trash,  debris, rubbish,  or 
other  waste in  the Township, including  landfills.  

 
(2) Scope of Application.  No person shall pile, place, store, dump, bury, dispose  

of, or keep in open containers on any land within the Township any garbage, 
sewage, refuse, trash, debris, rubbish, or other  solid  waste, including  cans, 
bottles,  wastepaper, cartons,  boxes, crates, or other  offensive  or obnoxious 
matter, except in strict conformity with the provisions of this Ordinance. In 
no instance shall any landfill, dump, parcel of land, or other facility be used 
for the disposal of gasoline, tanks containing gasoline, or hazardous 
substances, unless the landfill is specifically licensed to accept such 
material.  

 
(3) Permit  Requirements  for  Landfills  and  Dumping.  

 

https://www.michigan.gov/egle
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(a) Issuance.  A permit  shall  be required  in  all  instances  where landfill  or 
dumping  activity  is proposed in the Township.  

 
(b) Review Procedures . Applications for landfill or dumping permits shall 

be reviewed in accordance with the procedures for review of Uses with 
Specific Standards  in Section 7.04. Permits for such uses shall be 
issued by the Township Board for a one -year period. Permits may be 
renewed for one-year periods  unless  the owner or operator  violates  any 
conditions  of approval. 

 
(c) Performance Guarantee.  To assure conformance with the 

requirements  specified herein, the Township may require the applicant 
or owner to provide a performance guarantee. The performance 
guarantee shall be held in escrow and may be released to the applicant 
in proportion to the work completed on the various restoration 
activities, provided an in spection report  has been submitted  to the 
Township Engineer and approved by the Township Board. No more than 
ninety percent (90%) of the performance guarantee shall be returned 
until all work has been completed and inspected.  

 
The amount of the performance guarantee shall be reevaluated on an 
annual basis when the permit  is  renewed to ensure that  it  is  adequate  
to complete  the project  as proposed, based on current construction 
costs. 

 
The Township Board may approve a performance  guarantee  that  covers 
less than  the total  site, provided that no excavation or dumping may 
take place in an area until a performance guarantee has submitted to 
assure proper completion of the activities proposed for the area.  

 
(4) Application  Requirements.  The following  information  shall  be provided  on 

an application  for a landfill or dumping permit:  

(a) Aerial Photography . Vertical aerial photographs of the site, enlarged to 
a scale of one-inch equals 200 feet. The aerial photograph shall include 
all land included in the application, all contiguous  land  which  is  
proposed to be used or has been used by the owner or operator, and all 
surrounding public roads.  

 
(b) Survey . A metes  and bounds  survey of the subject  site, prepared by a 

registered  land  surveyor and drawn to a scale of one-inch  equals 200 
feet. The survey shall include the boundary of the entire site and 
topography of the site at two -foot contour intervals.  

 
(c) Engineering  Report . An engineering  report  by a qualified  soil  scientist,  

soils  engineer, or geologist regarding the effect of the proposed 
operation on the watershed of the area. Particular attention should be 
focused on the potential pollution or contamination of groundwater.  

 
(d) Master Plan . A detailed plan for the landfill, including a timetable for 

various stages of the operation.  A specific  timetable  for dumping  and 
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restoration  shall  be included  with  each annual permit request.  
 

(e) Restoration Plan . A detailed restoration plan indicating how the area 
will be re-used in a manner compatible with the Township Master  Plan. 
The restoration plan shall include the proposed  use of the restored  area 
and the proposed topography  drawn at two-foot  contour intervals.  

 
(f) Operating  Specifications . A detailed  description  of operating  

procedures, so as to demonstrate conformance with the standards in 
sub-section 5, following.  

 
(5) Standards.  All landfill  and dumping  activity  shall  be subject  to the following  

standards:  
 

(a) Minimum  Lot Area. A landfill  shall  require  a minimum  lot  area of 320 
acres. 

 
(b) Limits  of  Approval.  All landfill  and dumping  activities  shall  be carried  

on within  the boundary limits approved for such activities.  
 

(c) Setbacks.  Landfilling,  dumping,  and stockpiling  shall  not  be 
conducted  closer than  100 feet to the approved  outer boundary for the 
operation, and not closer than 1,000 feet to any property line that abuts 
a residentially zoned or used district. The required setback area may be 
used only for access roads and greenbelt plantings and landscaping. 
All equipment for sorting, processing , storing, weighing, and other 
operations shall be located at least 300 feet from any public street 
right -of-way line or adjacent property line.  

 
(d) Noise, Dust, Debris.  All processing equipment and activities and all 

storage areas shall be treated, covered, muffled, or otherwise controlled 
to prevent excessive  noise, dust, debris, or other  impacts  beyond the 
property  line. Any trucks  hauling  material  to or from  the site  shall  be 
enclosed or covered to prevent materials from blowing or falling out of 
the trucks.  

 
(e) Road Treatment . All private access roads shall be paved or treated to 

create a dust -free surface. The operator  shall  work with  the Township to 
minimize  dust  on public  access roads serving the site.  

 
(f) Frontage  and  Access. The subject  site  shall  have a minimum  frontage  

of 250 feet on county primary road or state highway.  
 

(g) Fencing.  Landfill  and dumping  operations  shall  comply  with  the 
following  fencing requirements:  

(i) Where slopes steeper than 30 degrees exist for a period of one 
month or more, the proposed  operation  shall  be enclosed with  a 
six -foot  high  cyclone fence or similarly effective barrier located at 
least 50 feet outside the edge of the excavation area.  

 

https://www.frenchtownmi.gov/wp-content/uploads/Building/Frenchtown-Master-Plan-Adopted-7-25-17.pdf
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(ii) Where collection  of water greater than  one foot  in  depth  occurs  for 
a period  of one month or more in an area occupying 200 square 
feet or more, fencing shall be required as previously noted.  

 
(iii) Slopes . Finished slopes shall not exceed a four  to one grade (4 

feet horizontal per 1 foot  vertical).  These requirements  shall  be 
complied  with  as each phase of the excavation or dumping 
proceeds. The finished slopes shall be achieved within 12 months 
after work has begun on any section.  

 
(iv) Topsoil  and  Seeding . Sufficient  topsoil  shall  be stockpiled  so 

that  a minimum  of two feet of topsoil will be placed on the top of 
the finished operation. The topsoil shall be planted immediately 
with grass or other groundcover, subject to approval by the 
Township Board. 

 
(v) A ten-foot -high berm with side slopes of no greater than four on 

one grade shall be required  around  any active  cell  which  is  
adjacent  to a road or exterior  property  line. This requirement may 
be waived when the existing topography acts as a natural berm.  

 
 

Section  4.30  Manufactured  Housing  

(A) Minimum  Lot Area. A manufactured  housing  park  shall  not  be permitted  on parcels  
of less than  fifteen  (15) acres in net area. In determining  net area all dedicated 
interior and exterior right of way equal to or greater than eighty -six (86) feet in width 
shall be excluded. This shall not prohibit adding parcels of more or less than fifteen 
(15) acres to an existing manufactured housing park pro vided that the total park 
area (existing park plus the added parcel) shall be fifteen acres or greater in net 
area. 

 
(B) Overall  density,  yard,  and  area requirements.  

 
(1) Overall density  for the manufactured  housing  park  shall  not  exceed 6.5 

dwelling  units  per acre. 

(2) The manufactured housing park shall be developed with sites averaging five 
thousand five hundred (5,500) square feet per manufactured housing unit. 
This five thousand five hundred (5,500) square feet requirement for any one 
site may be reduced by twenty pe rcent (20%) provided that the individual site 
shall be equal to at least four thousand four hundred (4,400) square feet.  For 
each square foot  of land gained through the reduction of  the site below five 
thousand five hundred (5,500) square feet, at least an  equal amount of land 
shall be dedicated as open space.  This open space shall  be in  addition  to that  
required  under  R125.1946, Rule 946 of the Michigan  Administrative  Code, as 
amended. 

 
(3) Compliance with State and Local Requirements . Manufactured housing 

park developments shall comply with all requirements of Act No. 96 of the 
Public Acts of 1987, State of Michigan, as amended.  Further  all  manufactured  

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-Act-96-of-1987.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-Act-96-of-1987.pdf
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housing  parks  shall  comply  with  this  Ordinance, and all  rules  and regulations 
as established by the Michigan Manufactured Housing Commission of the 
State of Michigan.  

 
(4) Location of Manufactured housing . No manufactured housing shall be 

located anywhere within Frenchtown Charter Township except, in a 
manufactured housing park, in an authorized manufactured  housing  sales 
dealership  or if  it  meets  the criteria  in  this  Ordinance for a single -family 
dwelling unit.  

 
(a) The business of selling new and/or used manufactured housing as a 

commercial operation in connection with the operation of a 
manufactured housing development is prohibited.  New or used 
manufactured housing  located on lots within the manufactured 
housing development to be  used and occupied  within  the manufactured  
housing  park  may be sold by a licensed  dealer and/or broker.  This 
Section shall not prohibit the sale of a new or  used manufactured 
housing by  a resident  of the manufactured  housing  development  
provided  the development  permits  the sale. 

 
(5) Manufactured Housing Standards.  Each manufactured housing shall 

contain sanitary waste disposal facilities, sleeping accommodations, a tub 
or shower bath, kitchen facilities, and plumbing and electrical connections 
designed for attachment to appropriate external systems as commonly 
found in modern manufactured housings.  Each manufactured housing shall 
comply with the regulations of the U. S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development as adopted on June 15, 1976, and all  subsequent  amendments  
to such  standards  and regulations.  Manufactured  housings constructed 
prior to June 15, 1976, shall be in full compliance with NFPA 501B--1974/ANSI 
119.1- 1975 standards. 

 
(6) Permit . It  shall  be unlawful  for any person to operate a manufactured  

housing  park  unless  a license for such operation, in compliance with the 
requirements of Michigan Public Act 96 of 1987, as amended has been 
obtained. A certificate of occupancy shall be required for each manufactured 
housing unit.  

 
(7) Inspections. The Building Official  shall conduct periodic inspections.  

Whenever, the Building Official  finds that conditions or practices exist which 
violate provisions of this Ordinance or other regulations referenced herein, 
the Building Official  shall give notice in writing by certified mail to the 
Director of the Michigan Manufactured Housing Commission.  A copy of such 
notification shall be sent  by certified  mail  to the park  owner or agent. The 
Building Official  or other  agents  authorized  by the Township are granted the 
power and authority to enter upon the premises of any manufactured 
housing park as specified by Michigan Public Act 96 of 1987, as amended at 
any time for the purpose of determining and/or enforcing any provision of 
this Ordinance.  

 
(8) Roadway Standards . All roadways and driveways shall  be hard surfaced  and 

https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/GOVPUB-C13-f3db5bbbd441bb93fa723b7f307f2f6a/pdf/GOVPUB-C13-f3db5bbbd441bb93fa723b7f307f2f6a.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/GOVPUB-C13-f3db5bbbd441bb93fa723b7f307f2f6a/pdf/GOVPUB-C13-f3db5bbbd441bb93fa723b7f307f2f6a.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(lb3je135d15mkcqrvln35hca))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectname=mcl-act-96-of-1987
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(lb3je135d15mkcqrvln35hca))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectname=mcl-act-96-of-1987
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so constructed  as to handle anticipated peak roads, drainage, and shall be 
lighted for safety and ease of movement of vehicles.  All roads shall meet or 
exceed the engineering standards as established by the Manufactured 
Housing Commission.  The interior road system shall be developed to service 
the residents of the manufactured housing park and shall therefore remain 
private. 

(9) Width of Access Drives. Two-way streets within a manufactured housing 
park shall have a minimum width of twenty -one (21) feet where no parallel 
parking is permitted, thirty -one (31) feet where parallel  parking  is permitted  
along one side of the street,  and forty -one (41) feet where parallel parking is 
permitted along both sides of the street.  The minimum width of a one -way 
street shall be thirteen (13) feet  where no parallel parking is permitted,  
twenty -three (23) feet  where parallel parking is permitted al ong one side, and 
thirty -three (33) feet where parallel parking is permitted along both sides. 

 
(10) Utilities  and  other  similar  or related  services.  

 
(a) The plumbing  connections  to each manufactured  housing  site  shall  be 

constructed  so that  all lines are protected from freezing, from accidental 
bumping or from creating any type of nuisance or health hazard.  

 
(b) An adequate  amount  of running  water to individual  manufactured  

housing  sites  shall  be piped to and meet the requirements of the County 
and State Health Departments and shall be adequately protected from 
frost.  

 
(c) Storm drainage facilities shall be constructed so  as to protect the 

health, safety, and welfare of those that will reside in the manufactured 
housing park, as well as the property owners  adjacent to the park. Such 
park facilities shall be of such capacity to ensure rapid drainage and 
prevent  accumulation  of stagnant  pools of water in  or adjacent  to the 
park  consistent  with  part  4 of the Michigan Department of Public Health 
drainage standards.  

 
(d) All electric,  telephone  and other  utility  lines  intended  to serve any use in  

a R-M-H Manufactured Housing District, whether designed for primary 
service from main lines or for distribution of services  throughout  the 
site  shall  be placed and maintained  underground  at all  points  within  the 
boundaries of the manufactured housing park. When separate meters 
are installed, they shall be uniformly located.  Wiring shall comply with 
the recommended Detroit Edison standards for manufactured housing 
parks. Potable water utility shall comply with the Manufactured Housing 
Commission Rules and local water system ordinances.  

 
(e) Any park  fuel  oil  and gas storage shall  be developed consistent  with  

"Manufactured  Housing Commission Rules".  
 

(f) Any proposed street  and yard lights  shall  be consistent  with"  
Manufactured  Housing Commission Rules"  
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(g) All plumbing  fixtures  shall  be connected  to a public  sanitary  sewer or 
approved facilities  and shall meet the requirements of the Monroe 
County Health Department and Michigan State Health Department.  

 
(h) Television service if  provided  shall  be from  a master  antenna,  satellite  

dish  etc. installed  with underground connections to each manufactured 
housing site.  

 
(11) Fire extinguishing equipment. Every manufactured housing park shall be 

equipped at all times with fire extinguishing equipment in good working 
order consistent with "Manufactured Housing Commission Rules". No open 
fires shall be permitted at any place which may endanger life or propert y and 
shall  comply  with  Township  burning  ordinances.  No fires  shall  be left  
unattended  at any time.  

 
(12) Greenbelt and berm. A greenbelt not less than twenty (20) feet in width shall 

be located and continuously  maintained  along all  exterior  boundary  lot  lines,  
except where the park  abuts  an exterior road. 

(a) In the case where the park  abuts  an exterior  road, the greenbelt  shall  be 
increased  to forty  (40) feet. The greenbelt  area shall  be measured from 
the property line or in  the case where the park abuts an exterior road, the 
street setback line, exclusive of any required lot or active open space 
area. All greenbelt areas shall include berming, evergreen and 
deciduous trees and shrubs.  The Commission shall determine upon 
recommendation of the planner, the adequacy of each element 
(evergreen tree, shrub etc.) proposed by the developer. 

 
(b) There shall  be provided  at least  one (1) deciduous  tree (minimum  caliper  

of 2-2 1/2 inches)  in the roadside yard of every other manufactured 
housing site. All dead trees shall be removed immediately and replaced.  

 
(13) Grading.  All yards and open space areas in R-M-H Manufactured Housing 

District shall be graded in  a manner  which  shall  avoid the ponding  of storm  
water unless  said  conditions  have been designed to occur as part of a storm 
water management facility which has been approved by the Planning 
Commission  as part of the Preliminary or Tentative Site Plan Approval.  

 
(14) Pads, mats,  or platforms . Pads, mats,  or platforms  shall  be installed  in  

compliance  with =1.!ƸP*7>/*,=>;.- Housing Commission Rules" State of 
Michigan.  

 
(15) Anchoring.  Installation  and anchoring  systems  shall  comply  with  all  

requirements  as established  in the "Manufactured Housing Commission 
Rules" State of Michigan.  

 
(16) Skirting . A uniform skirting shall be required to surround the base of a 

manufactured housing and installed  within  sixty  (60) days after  placement  
of said  manufactured  housing.  Skirting  shall  comply with requirements as 
/8>7-!27!=1.!ƸP*7>/*,=>;.-!K8><270!F8662<<287!U>5.<Æ!V=*=.!8/!P2,120*7# 
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(17) Storage Areas . No personal property shall be stored outside or under any 
manufactured housing. Storage sheds may be used to store property but 
need not be supplied by the owner of the manufactured  housing  
development.  If provided  said  sheds shall  be uniform  as to size and location 
throughout the manufactured housing park site and shall require a building 
permit for their construction or alteration.  All sheds shall be located not 
closer than ten (10) feet to any adjacent structure  or adjacent  to a 
manufactured  housing  or site  boundary  line, maintained  in  good condition, 
kept clean and well painted.  Further, sheds must comply with R125.1941, Rule 
941(1)(c) of the Michigan Administrative Code, as amended.  

 
(18) Open space between  manufactured  housings . The areas between 

manufactured  housings  and other open areas located on each manufactured 
housing lot/site shall be seeded or sodded with grass or lawn and 
landscaped with trees and shrubs and thereafter shall be maintained so as 
to provide a utilitarian and healthful area free from debris or other outdoor 
storage. 

 
(19) Lot line  fences if  permitted  in  the individual  manufactured  housing  park  

shall  be uniform  in  height  and shall not exceed thirty -six (36) inches in 
height and shall be constructed in such a manner as to provide  firefighters  
access to all  sides  of each manufactured  housing  and shall  be in  accordance 
@2=1!=1.!ƸP*7>/*,=>;.-!K8><270!F8662<<287!U>5.<ƹ"!V=*=.!8/!P2,120*7# 
Further, fences shall not be constructed of old or used material unless such 
material shall be reasonably sound in the judgment of the Building Official . 
Fences shall not be made of or contain barbed wire, electric current,  or 
charges of electricity or sharp or pointed projections of any kind; provided if 
such fence is  constructed of pickets, the pickets shall be made of not less 
than 1 inch by 3-inch  material and shall have an angle at the top of not less 
than 90 degrees. 

 
The fence shall  comply  with  the requirements  of the building  code. Plastic  or 
other  types of stripes intertwined in cyclone fencing shall be prohibited.  

 
(20) No manufactured  housing  may be occupied  until  a Certificate  of Occupancy 

has been issued  by the Building Official . 

(21) Operator of manufactured  housing  parks  shall  provide  a plan  to adequately  
address regular  solid waste removal.  

 
 

Section  4.31 Marina  

(A) Storage of boats in a marina shall be permitted all year round (January through 
December). The requirements for Outdoor Storage in  this  Ordinance shall  not  apply 
' instead,  the standards  in  this  section shall govern the design and operation of 
marinas.  

 
(B) All dredging,  construction  or development  shall  be subject  to the requirements  of 

all  applicable  Frenchtown Charter Township, County, State and Federal laws, 
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regulations,  and requirements.  
 

(C) The flushing or discharge of boat toilets, discarding of waste or refuse from boats 
in marinas is prohibited. Facilities  shall  be provided  at the marina  for disposal  of 
refuse from  boat  holding  tanks  in  a sanitary  manner. 

 
(D) Each marina shall provide suitable, safe, and sanitary toilets  and refuse facilities 

within buildings designed for that purpose.  No less than (1) toilet shall be provided 
for each forty (40) boat spaces within not more than one thousand (1,000) feet of 
walking distance of each boat space. Refuse and garbage containers, with covers,  
shall  be provided  and kept  in  clean and sanitary  condition  for the use of boat  
owners within  not  more than one hundred and fifty (150) feet of walking distance 
of each boat space. All such facilities shall be subject to the approval of the Monroe 
County Health Department . 

 
(E) The general design, layout, and locations of uses and support systems shall be 

developed in a manner which will enhance the waterfront property and the natural 
environment.  A sufficient  greenbelt (minimum 75 feet) shall be maintained 
between the <18;.a< edge and any marina development.  The 75-foot  greenbelt may 
be penetrated with pedestrian walks, etc. within the intent of this Section.  The 
Frenchtown Charter Township  Planning Commission  may approve alternatives  as 
it  deems necessary to accommodate  peculiar circumstances or unforeseen 
problems to carry out the spirit and intent of this Section of the Article - 
maintenance of open space as the predominant waterfront character.  

 
(F) All marina  facilities  shall  conform  to all  applicable  Frenchtown  Charter Township, 

County, State and Federal Fire Codes and Standards.  All structures and items 
which could require fire protection shall be readily accessible by fire and 
emergency vehicles. 

 
(G) Method and location of trash pick -up shall be presented to the Frenchtown 

Planning Commission  for review and approval. All trash  pick -up points,  
dumpsters,  etc. shall  be screened. All dumpsters  shall  be located  on a concrete 
pad sufficient in size (area) to accommodate the dumpster  and the dumpster pick 
up vehicle. 

 
(H) The site  shall  be developed in  a manner  which  will  meet  all  Frenchtown  Charter 

Township, County, State and Federal Health Regulations or Standards.  
 

(I) The Planning Commission  may require  the entire  site  or portions  thereof  to be 
fenced. Said fencing  shall  be six (6) feet in height.  

 
(J) Storage locations  for boats  shall  be clearly delineated  on the site  plan. Access 

drives  between boat  storage spaces must meet the dimensional requirements of 
this Ordinance. No storage shall be permitted in the required roadside setback.  

 
(K) All boats  stored  or docked at a marina  must  have current  registration  through  the 

State of Michigan.  
 

(L) The following  accessory uses are permitted  as part  of a marina  and require  no 

https://www.co.monroe.mi.us/255/Health-Department
https://www.co.monroe.mi.us/255/Health-Department
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additional  approvals. These accessory uses are permitted on marina sites in all 
zoning districts where marinas are permitted.  

(1) Storage of Boats, as described  in  Subsection  (A) above. 
(2) Locker Room or Restroom Facilities.  
(3) Private club  or indoor  recreation  space that  is  open only to users of the 

Marina, and not  the general public, and not including restaurants.  
(4) Gas pumps  or other  boat  fueling  facilities.  
(5) Outdoor Recreation Space does not open to the General Public  
(6) Deck and dock box storage 

 
(M) The following accessory uses must be approved separately and  must meet all 

requirements of this Ordinance separately from the Marina, including obtaining 
any required Uses with Specific Standards  approvals. These uses shall be 
prohibited  accessory to marinas  if  they are not  permitted  in  the Zoning  District 
where the marina  is located within.  

 
(1) Restaurants  
(2) Party Store 
(3) Vehicle repair  (including  boats)  
(4) Boat Sales (including  part  sales) 
(5) Residential  Uses 
(6) Hotel/Motel  or other  Lodging 
(7) Event or Recreation space open to the General Public  
(8) Camping  

 

 
 
Section  4.32 Mineral  Mining  

This Section  is intended  to regulate  and establish  the conditions  for the use of land  for 
all  types of strip  and tunnel or shaft Mineral Mining, including the mining of metals, the 
mining of bituminous coal and lignite,  the mining  of sand, the mining  of limestone  and 
other  minerals.  The extraction  of oil  and gas is not regulated by this Section  

 
(A) Uses regulated by this Section. ƸP27.;*5!P27270ƹ!2<!27=.7-.-!=8!+.!construed 

broadly and includes all aspects of the Mineral Mining operation, including, but 
not limited to processing, storage, loading, stockpiling  and transportation  of 
minerals.  However, "Mineral  Mining"  shall  not  include  the removal  from  a single 
parcel of land during any calendar year of:  

 
(1) less than  1,000 cubic  yards of materials  when such  removal  is  NOT attendant  

to development  in accordance with a subdivision preliminary approval, or  
 

(2) less than  10,000 cubic  yards of material  when such  removal  is  attendant  to 
development  in accordance with a subdivision preliminary approval.  

 
(B) ƸP27.;*5 P27270ƹ shall  not  include  the removal  of material  from  a construction  site  

that  has been approved under this Ordinance, or is otherwise legal in the Township, 
for a non-mineral mining use.  

 



June 2023 
Page 73 

June 2023 
Page 73 

 

 

(C) Mineral Mining Uses with Specific Standards  application:  An application for a 
Uses with Specific Standards  permit for Mineral Mining  shall  be submitted  jointly  
on behalf  of, and signed  by, each person or entity  having  any interest  in the land 
on which the use is to be located, including, but not limited to, all Applicants and 
all Lien holders (as those terms are defined in the following Subsections.  

 
The following  information  must  be submitted  with  the application,  in  addition  to all  
information  ordinarily required for Uses with Specific Standards  Applications under 
this Ordinance.  

(1) Sworn statement that the applicant has not defaulted on any bond, in any 
municipality, posted to ensure performance in connection with any Mineral 
Mining and/or construction activity, or if any of the  Applicants  has defaulted  
on any such  bond, a brief  description  of the circumstances  surrounding the 
default, including the name of the surety, date of default and any remedial 
action which was taken. 

 
(2) The name of each Applicant's  carrier  for public  liability  and property  damage 

insurance  and policy limits thereof, together with current certificates of 
insurance for coverage's required under this Ordinance. 

 
(3) Aerial photographs, enlarged to a scale of one (1) inch equals two hundred 

(200) feet covering all land proposed to be mined throughout the entire 
lifespan of the mineral mining operation. All aerial photographs  shall  be 
taken  not  more than  sixty  (60) days prior to  the date of the application  of 
which they are a part.  

 
(4) A topographic survey, prepared by an engineer or surveyor licensed by the 

State of Michigan to prepare such a survey, drawn to a scale of one (1) inch 
equals two hundred (200) feet with topographic  contours  drawn at two-foot  
intervals  on U.S.G.S. datum,  covering  all  land  proposed to be mined 
throughout the entire lifespan of the mineral mining operation.  

 
(5) An isopach  survey or other  comparable  geologic data  indicating  the location  

of deposits  to be mined and the basic data and collection methods upon 
which such survey is based.  Elevations shall be based on U.S.G.S. datum. 

 
(6) An estimate of the quantity of excavation on the site, the type of material to 

be excavated, the quality  of resources to be excavated, and the extent  of 
resources on undeveloped  land  within  one mile of the site.  

 
(7) Report by a qualified independent professional regarding the surface water, 

the level of the water table and the size and location of existing and new 
water bodies on the site and within one mile of the  site. The report shall 
include an opinion as to  the impacts of  the mineral mining operation  on the 
water table and private wells, throughout the entire Township, during and 
subsequent to the operation.  The report shall also include an opinion as to 
whether the exposure of subterranean waters and/or the impoundment of 
surface waters, where permitted, will establish a stable water level at the 
level or levels proposed as part of the operation, and that the same  will not 
interfere with existing  subterranean  water or cause any harm  or impairment  
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to the general public.  The report  shall include  a ground  and surface  water 
quality  analysis  based on samples  taken  not  more than  one year prior to the 
date of the application of which the report is a part.  

 
(8) A "Fiscal and Market Analysis" describing expected impacts on property 

values in the vicinity, expected  tax benefits  to the Township, anticipated  
costs  to provide  municipal  services, and the need for such a facility to serve 
demand in the surrounding area.  

 
(9) A detailed  Operations  Plan for the extraction  of the natural  resource deposits.  

The plan  shall:  
 

(a) Set forth  in  detail  the arrangement  and nature  of all  operations,  
including  the quantity  of each type of material  to be removed and the 
machinery,  equipment,  and methods  to be used in  the operation.  The 
operations plan shall delineate the following:  

 
(i) Area of active  and requested  excavation  

 
(ii) Area of active  and requested  settling  ponds  and washing  plant  

facilities;  
 

(iii) Area of existing  and requested  treatment  facilities  and sand and 
gravel storage; 

(iv) Area of existing  and requested  production  facilities  for resource-
related  industry;  

 
(v) A detailed explanation as to routing of commercial vehicles and 

their size, weight,  and frequency of trips.  If different routes are 
used at different stages of the operation, a timetable  for routing  
shall  be included.  Approval of the haul  routes  by the Township, the 
Monroe County Road Commission , and the Michigan Department 
of Transportation  will be required. The Township may impose time 
limits on the use of the approved haul routes  

 
(vi) Set forth in detail the types and amounts of explosives proposed 

to be used, and the areas to be blasted,  as well as the hours  when 
blasting  will  occur. The operation  shall notify the Township prior 
to any blasting on the site.  

 
(vii) Set forth  in  detail  the amount  and source of water to be utilized  in  

processing,  and the anticipated means and location of dispersal 
of such water following use.  

 
(viii) Set forth  in  detail  the proposed measures  to ensure that  the 

operations  have minimum negative impact on adjacent areas and 
on areas affected by the routing of trucks and other commercial 
vehicles. 

 
(ix) Set forth in detail the procedures to be  employed to  protect 

https://www.mcrc-mi.org/
https://www.michigan.gov/mdot
https://www.michigan.gov/mdot
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ground water,  water courses, water  bodies, subsurface  aquifers,  
and wetlands,  from  contamination  and erosion  directly or 
indirectly caused by extraction and restoration activities.  
Procedures should include the use of monitoring wells and the 
periodic sampling of water courses and water bodies and the 
termination of Mineral Mining activities if any of the periodic 
samplings indicate damage from contamination or erosion.  

 
(x) A detailed  pre-blast  survey of the existing  conditions  of the 

foundations  of permanent structures within one mile of the 
operation.  

 
(xi) A detailed analysis of the impact of the operation on the drainage 

pattern of the Township,  to be approved by the Township  and the 
Monroe County Drain Commissioner . 

 
(xii) Set forth  in  detail  a timetable  for each stage of the operation.  

 
(xiii) The location  of a truck  wheel wash facility  which  will  remove all  

dirt  and soil  on vehicles existing at  the site to insure minimal 
impact on public roads.  

 
(b) A detailed  Restoration  Plan, to be put  into  practice  at the end of the 

useful  lifespan  of the Mineral Mining operation:  
 

(i) The use or uses to which  each restored  area will  be put. The 
restoration  plan  must include active, taxable uses around the 
entire perimeter of the area to be mined.  

 
(ii) The dates by which  areas will  be restored, as interim  restored  

areas and final  restored areas. 
 

(iii) The restoration  topography  drawn as contours  at an interval  of two 
(2) feet on U.S.G.S. datum.  

 
(iv) The location of water bodies and other major physical features. 

The Restoration Plan shall also include steps taken to prevent  the 
overflow of water from the unused quarry after  the ceasing  of 
operations,  and the steps  taken  to ensure hydraulic  pressure does 
not undermine the edges of the quarry and the structures that will 
be built along the quarry edge according to the Restoration Plan.  

(v) The location  of areas to be portioned  or subdivided,  and the 
proposed layout  of such areas. 

 
(vi) The methods  and materials  proposed for reclamation  include  top  

soiling  and the amount and type of planting.  
 

(vii) Roads and other  improvements  to be made on the site. 
 

(viii) A plan  for disposal  or treatment  of any harmful  or toxic  material  

https://www.co.monroe.mi.us/483/Drain-Commission
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found  in  any foundations penetrated by the Mineral Mining 
operation or produced during the processing of minerals on the 
affected land and of chemicals or materials used during the 
Mineral Mining or processing operations.  

 
(ix) A description  of the methods  and materials  proposed for 

restoration  of topsoil  to the required fertility and the amount and 
type of planting shall be filed as part of the restoration plan.  

 
(x) The Restoration Plan must be progressive ' i.e., it must include 

steps to be taken during the  operation  of the quarry to ensure that  
the land  is safe, geologically,  and hydrologically sound, and ready 
for redevelopment once the quarry ceases operations.  

 
(xi) A detailed  post -blast  survey of the conditions  of the foundations  

of permanent  structures within  one mile  of the operation  after  
operations  have ceased including  a mitigation  plan for any blast 
related deterioration of those foundations.  

 
(D) At the expense of the Applicant, the Planning Commission  may require technical 

reviews pertinent to the application.  Technical reviews shall address such issues 
as land use impacts, land value impacts, undermining/subsidence  impacts,  
traffic  flow and traffic  safety  impacts,  water quality  impacts,  other  natural 
resource impacts, compliance enforcement problems, land restoration costs and 
other technical issues. Technical reviews shall be prepared by appropriately 
qualified professionals chosen by the Townshi p to a level of detail appropriate to 
the potential scope of the proposed Mineral Mining operation.  

 
(E) Mineral Mining Uses with Specific Standards  permits shall be issued for a period 

which is not less than twelve (12) months,  and which  is not  longer than  120 months.  
They Uses with Specific Standards  permits  may be renewable upon submission 
and approval of an application for renewal.  In order for an application for renewal 
to be approved, it shall:  

 
(1) meet  all  the requirements  set forth  for initial  applications  

 
(2) contain  satisfactory  evidence of compliance  with  the requirements  of this  

Ordinance and any conditions of approval applicable to the permit for which 
renewal is sought.  

 
(3) Applications  for renewal of Mineral  Mining  Uses with Specific Standards  

permits  shall  be submitted  not  more than six (6) months prior to expiration 
of the permit for which renewal is sought.  

 
(F) The following  standards  shall  apply to Mineral  Mining  operations:  

 
(1) No excavation  shall  be permitted  within  three hundred  feet (300')  from  any 

public  or off -site  private roadway; and any property line.  
 

(2) Excavation, washing  and stockpiling  of extracted  material  shall  not  be 
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conducted  closer than  three hundred feet (300') to the channel margins (or 
banks) of any stream or waterway without written permission from the 
Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy , and Monroe 
County Drain Commissioner  approval. 

 

(3) The outward one hundred fifty (150') feet of the area of excavation shall be 
limited so as to be excavated  at a slope not  to exceed a steepness  of seven 
(7') foot  horizontal  for one (1') foot  vertical with the beginning of the grade 
being the existing grade.  The purpose of this subsection is to provide a safe 
swim area in the event the excavation area is proposed to be restored as a 
lake. 

 
(4) Elevation of processing facilities : All processing facilities and stockpiling 

inventories shall be located within the excavation area at an elevation as 
much lower than the general level of the surrounding  terrain  as is reasonably  
practicable  in  order to reduce the visual,  noise and dust  impacts of the plant.  

 
(5) Subsidence Prohibited: No Mineral Mining that causes subsidence of 

overlying land on property not owned by the applicant shall be permitted in 
the Township. The Township reserves the right to deny any Uses with 
Specific Standards  approval upon the  determination that  subsidence is 
likely  to occur on land not owned by the applicant. If any subsidence occurs 
on land not owned by the owner of the operation, the owner of the operation 
responsible for the subsidence shall pay all costs related to the repair of any 
structures, infrastructure, foliage, or anything else above -ground that is 
damaged by the subsidence.  The owning  of mineral  rights  shall  not  
constitute  ownership  of the land  above ground  for the purposes  of this 
section. The Township shall not, under any circumstances, be required to pay 
for damage stemming from illegally caused  subsidence in the Township.  

 
(6) Screening:  All active excavating and Mineral Mining operations shall be 

visually screened from view from  all  adjacent  public or private  highways, 
roads and streets and residentially used parcels. Any of the following 
methods shall be used, as determined by the Planning Commission  to 
reduce the  potential  negative  impact  of the proposed use on adjacent  
properties  or public  highways, roads, and streets:  

 
Construction of a raised earth berm along the property lines. During the next 
planting season following the placement of the berm and as often as may 
be necessary to assure the existence of a vegetative ground cover, the 
applicant shall seed or plant the b erm in a manner suitable for the area and  
soil  conditions  so as to provide  vegetation  to check erosion  and to provide  a 
visible  ground  cover substantially similar to the vegetation cover growing in 
adjacent property. The outer slope of the berm shall have slopes no steeper 
than one (1) foot vertical to four (4) feet horizontal;  the inner slopes of the  
berm shall have slopes no  steeper than  one (1') foot vertical to three (3') feet 
horizontal or  less steep if  necessary to provide  a sufficiently  stabilized  berm. 
The outer  toe of the berm shall  be located at least one hundred sixty (160') 
feet from the centerline of the road or nearest property line. The vegetation  
of the berm shall  be kept  mowed so that  the height  of the vegetation  does 

https://www.michigan.gov/egle
https://www.co.monroe.mi.us/483/Drain-Commission
https://www.co.monroe.mi.us/483/Drain-Commission
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not  exceed six (6") inches. 
OR 

Planting  coniferous  trees along the boundaries  of the property  with  
sufficient  rows and depth  to permit effective screening, as determined by 
the Planning Commission . 

 
In addition to the required screening, all Mineral Mining sites shall be fenced 
prior to the commencement  of operations.  The fence must  meet  the 
standards  of Section 5.04 and must  remain in place throughout the lifespan 
of the operation.  

 
(G) In addition  to the standards  in  Section 7.04, the Planning Commission  shall  use 

the following  criteria  in determining whether to approve a Mineral Mining Uses 
with Specific Standards . 

 
(1) Off-site impacts : There will be no very serious impairment to the safety of 

motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians  as a result  of increased  vehicular  
congestion,  roadway deterioration,  debris  thrown  from trucks, and/or the 
mixture of slower trucks with faster automobile traffic, or any other cause.  

 
(2) Existing  roadways are adequately  improved  to carry traffic  which  will  result,  

or there are funds available from sources other than the Township to make 
necessary improvements.  

(3) There will  be no very serious  consequences  to the quiet  enjoyment  of 
properties  due to noise, dust, or traffic delays from truck or rail traffic 
generated by the Mineral Mining site. In making such a finding, 
consideration shall be given to the nature of existing development and the 
planned development envisioned by the Master Plan. 

 
(4) There will  be no very serious  consequences  to the general level of air  quality  

due to noise dust, exhaust,  or other emissions from off -site hauling of 
mined materials.  

 
(5) There will  be no very serious  impairment  to the quiet  enjoyment  of properties  

due to noise from  the Mineral Mining or processing of materials on the site.  
In making  such a finding, consideration shall be given to the nature of 
existing development and the planned development envisioned by the 
Master Plan. 

 
(6) There will  be no contamination  of ground  water from  the Mineral  Mining  

operations.  
 

(7) There will  be no very serious  drawdown of ground  water levels or alteration  of 
the direction  or flow rate of aquifers.  

 
(8) There will  be no very serious  negative  aesthetic  impact  from  open pits,  

processing  structures, stockpiles of mined material, refuse piles or other 
similar facilities.  

 
(9) Potential  attractive  nuisance  or other  dangers associated  with  Mineral  

https://www.frenchtownmi.gov/wp-content/uploads/Building/Frenchtown-Master-Plan-Adopted-7-25-17.pdf
https://www.frenchtownmi.gov/wp-content/uploads/Building/Frenchtown-Master-Plan-Adopted-7-25-17.pdf
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Mining  operations  will  be minimized by appropriate safety precautions.  
 

(10) The use of land  after  reclamation  will  be compatible  with  the existing  and 
planned  development  of surrounding areas.  

 
(11) There will  be no very serious  loss of agricultural  land  and/or  development  

opportunities.  
 

(12) There will  be subsidence  or undermining  of property  not  owned by the owner 
of the operation.  

 
(13) The cumulative impact of existing and proposed Mineral Mining operations.  

Uses with Specific Standards  approval  shall  not  be granted  if  the Planning 
Commission s finds  that  very serious  consequences  will result from the 
cumulative impact of existing and proposed Mineral Mining operations in 
the Township. 

 
(H) To ensure compliance  with  the provisions  of this  Ordinance including  any 

conditions  established  pursuant  to Uses with Specific Standards  approval, a 
specialist in mine operations and engineering, chosen by the Township, shall 
conduct not  less than one (1) inspection  of each Mineral Mining operation every six  
(6) months.  Employees and agents of the Township of Frenchtown shall be 
permitted to come upon the lands subject to a Mineral Mining Uses with Specific 
Standards  permit for the purpose of inspecting, monitoring and/or administering 
this Ordinance and other ordinances and lawful regulations of the Township. The 
cost of all compliance inspections shall be paid  by the applicants  and such  other  
persons, firms  or corporations  who have been made subject  to liability pursuant 
to licensing and/or other Township regulations.  Each such person, firm or 
corporation shall be jointly and severally responsible for the full cost of 
compliance inspections.  

 
(I) Public improvements required as part of the restoration plan including, but not 

limited to, street lighting, sanitary sewers, public water, drainage, and other types 
of infrastructure shall be paid for through a fund to be  created at the time  of 
approval  and funded  throughout  the lifespan  of the Mineral  Mining  operation.  The 
Township engineer shall determine the approximate cost of providing the 
necessary public improvements. The  Township shall  have the right  to update  this  
estimate  every five years. The funds  shall  be maintained  by monthly deposits made 
by the operators of the Mineral Mining operation.  

 
 

(J) Should the Township determine that a probable violation of the provisions of this 
Section exists, a written notice of the probable violation and the pertinent facts 
relating thereto shall be provided to the operator of the Mineral Mining operation.  
The operator shall have twenty (20) days from the date of mailing to file a response 
to the notice and to provide the Building Official  with facts and information 
demonstrating compliance.  Should such facts and information not be provided 
within thirty (30) days, or should the Build ing Official  determine that the facts and 
information filed fail to demonstrate compliance, the Building Official  shall 
provide a second notice.  The persons, firms and/or corporations to whom the 
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notice  is mailed shall have twenty (20) days to file a response to the second notice 
and to provide the Building Official  with additional  facts  and information  
demonstrating  compliance.  Should  a satisfactory  response not  be provided to the 
second notice, the Building Official  shall file a notice of probable violation with the 
Township Board. 

 
Following  the Board's receipt  of the notice  of probable  violation,  the Board shall  
schedule  a public  hearing  for the purpose of hearing comments pertaining to the 
probable violation.  The hearing shall be noticed as required by Michigan law for 
Uses with Specific Standards  review. 

 
Following the public hearing, the Township Board shall determine if the subject use 
has been operated in violation of the terms of this Ordinance, including any 
conditions established pursuant to Uses with Specific Standards  approval. Should  
the Board determine  that  the subject  use has been operated in  violation  of the 
terms  of this Ordinance, including any conditions established pursuant to Uses 
with Specific Standards  approval, the Board shall implement such remedies as are 
appropriate to the circumstances.  The remedies which the Board may implement 
shall include any one or more of the following:  

 
(1) Order that  the operation  and the property  be brought  into  compliance.  

 
(2) Order the restoration  of all  areas disturbed  by Mineral  Mining  operations  in  

accordance with  the approved restoration plan.  
 

(3) Revoke the Uses with Specific Standards  permit  for Mineral  Mining  
operations.  

 
(4) Levy fines. 

 
(5) Order such  remedial  actions  as the Board may determine  necessary to 

correct  environmental  or other on site and/or off -site damage which have 
resulted from operation of the subject use.  

 
The cost  of any and all  corrective  actions  shall  be paid  by the operator  of the Mineral  
Mining  operation  at the time of the violations.  

 
(K) So as to assure faithful  restoration,  the applicants  shall  deposit  with  the Township  

a surety  bond which  is in form and substance satisfactory to the Township Board.  
 

(L) The operator of the Mineral Mining operation shall indemnify, protect, defend, and 
save harmless the Township and its agents, employees and professional 
consultants from and against any and all claims and demands for damages to 
public and/or private property and injury or death to  persons and against  any 
and all  claims and demands of any nature which may arise out of or be caused by 
any of the activities permitted by this Ordinance.  The owner of the land involved, 
the operator and the holder of any permit i ssued under this Ordinance shall carry 
insurance to protect Frenchtown Charter Township and its agents, employees, and 
professional  consultants  from  and against  any and all  claims,  demands,  actions,  
judgments, costs, expenses, and liabilities of every name and nature which may 
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arise or result, directly or indirectly, from or by reason of any Mineral Mining 
operation activities.  All insurance required shall cover the owner, operator, and 
permit holder and the Township and its agents as their respective interests may 
appear and shall remain in force the entire life of any Mineral Mining operation 
including any period of time used for restoration and reclamation.  

 
Such insurance  policies  shall  include  an endorsement  that  the insurer  will  not  
cancel or change the policy  of insurance issued except after thirty (30) days written 
notice given to the Township by registered mail.  

Unless changed by the Township Board, the owner, operator, and permit holder 
shall carry public liability and  bodily  injury  insurance  of at least  $1,000,000.00 for 
one person, $2,000,000.00  for each occurrence, and 1,000,000.00 property  damage 
insurance  with  a $10,000,000.00 umbrella.  This insurance  shall  cover injury or 
damage occurring on the site of the operation, as well as injuries occurring upon 
adjoining property as a result of conditions or activities conducted upon the 
Applicant's property.  

 
The owner, operator  and permit  holder  shall  submit  to the Township Board 
certificates  of insurance  showing the coverage required. No permit granted under 
this Ordinance shall be valid until such certificates of insurance are submitted to 
the Township Board. 

 
 
 

Section  4.33 Outdoor  Sales Space 

(A) Vehicle sales shall  not  be subject  to this  section and  shall  instead  be subject  to 
Section 4.07. 

 
(B) In the C-1, R-1-O, and OS districts, the outdoor sales space must be accessory to a 

permitted indoor use.  In the AG, C-2, C-3, and I-1 districts,  the outdoor  sales space 
may be the principal  use of the property, but  a permanent structure of at least 500 
square feet must exist on the same lot and must contain at least one restroom 
open to customers of the business. In all other districts, outdoor sales space is 
prohibited.  

 
(C) A fence or landscape screen meeting the standards of this Ordinance must be 

erected to screen the outdoor  sales space from  any adjacent  residentially zoned  or 
used land  from  which  it  would  otherwise  be visible.  

 
(D) The outdoor  sales space must  be designed  to keep debris  from  blowing  onto  

neighboring  lots. Fences must be constructed if determined to be necessary by the 
Planning Commission . 

 
(E) No additional  signage shall  be allowed for the outdoor  sales space beyond what  is  

described  in  Section 5.08. 
 

(F) All outdoor  sales space must  comply  with  all  Township, County, State, and Federal 
health,  building,  and fire codes, and any other relevant regulations.  
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Section  4.34 Temporary  Outdoor  Events  and  Sales 

(A) Temporary Outdoor Events and Sales, including food trucks or other vendor trucks, 
shall be  approved for  a Temporary Event Permit by the Building Official  if they meet 
the following standards. A site plan and all required supporting documentation, 
including a signed authorization by the property owner, must be submitted  to 
show compliance.  Each ind ividual  event or sale shall  require  separate approval. The 
Building Official  may consult with the Township Planner, Engineer, Fire Inspector, 
or other relevant professionals prior to issuing an initial approval.  

 
(1) Parking must be provided on the site, with spaces meeting the dimensional 

and construction standards of the Township. The number of spaces 
provided shall be at least 75% of the required parking for the permanent, 
principal use of the site, plus 100% of the parking required for the temporary  
outdoor  event or sale. Parking spaces covered or otherwise  rendered 
unusable  during  the event shall not count towards the required parking.  

 
(2) To indemnify the Charter Township of Frenchtown, and its agents and its 

citizens against damage, loss,  injury,  or costs  attributable  to cleaning  up the 
site  and/or  adjoining  area, a bond from  a corporate bonding company, in the 
amount required by the Building Official  shall be provided by the applicant 
for the building permit.  

(3) Before the issuance of an approval, the applicant may be required by the 
Building Official  to obtain public liability insurance with limits of not less 
than $1,000,000.00 and property damage insurance with  a limit  not  less 
than  $500,000.00  from  a company  or companies  approved by the 
Commissioner of Insurance of the State of Michigan, which insurance shall 
insure liability for death or injury to persons or damage to property which 
may result from the conduct of the assembly or conduct incident thereto 
and which insurance shall remain i n full force and effect in the specified 
amount for the duration of the event.  

 
(4) Sufficient  restroom  facilities  for the anticipated  number  of attendees,  

customers,  volunteers,  and/or employees must be provided.  
 

(5) All lights,  wires, poles, fences, stands,  machinery,  or other  items  incidental  
to the event shall  be removed from the premises no later than one week after 
the closure of the event.  

 
(6) In the R-1, RMH, and R-3 districts,  the event or sale may only be approved 

accessory to an approved non-residential use.  
 

(7) No lot  may hold  a temporary  outdoor  event more than  twice  in  the same 
calendar  year. 

 
(8) Temporary outdoor  events or sales may not  last  more than  two consecutive  

weeks. Once an event or sale has concluded, no temporary outdoor event or 
sale shall be held on that lot for at least 30 days. 



June 2023 
Page 83 

June 2023 
Page 83 

 

 

 
(9) If the temporary  event or sale is located  within  a parking  lot, sufficient  

protections,  such  as temporary fencing, cones, or other visual barriers, must 
be used to define and demarcate pedestrian waiting areas from parking 
areas. 

 
(10) The following  standards  shall  apply to food trucks  and vendor trucks:  

 
(a) All sites  with  food trucks  or vendor trucks  must  provide  five customer  

parking  spaces for each truck.  
 

(b) Waste receptacles  shall  be provided  for the general public  in  the vicinity  
of the food or vendor truck.  

 
(c) Food trucks or vendor trucks shall comply with all relevant Township, 

County, State, and Federal regulations,  and shall  demonstrate  
compliance  to the Building Official  prior  to receiving a Zoning Permit.  

 
(d) Multiple  food trucks  or vendor trucks  may operate simultaneously  on 

the same site. However, in the R-1, RMH, and R-3 Districts, no more than 
two vendor trucks may operate simultaneously on any site.  

 
(e) Food trucks  or vendor trucks  shall  not  be permitted  to operate in  the 

public  right -of-way. 
 

(f) The standards  above shall  not  apply to food trucks  that  do business  by 
travelling  on public rights -of-way from neighborhood to neighborhood,  
such as ice  cream trucks. Such vendor trucks shall not be regulated by 
this Ordinance.  

 
(B) Waivers from  this  section,  including  the time  and frequency restrictions,  may be 

obtained  from  the Planning Commission  through the Uses with Specific 
Standards  process described in  Section 7.04. 

 
 

Section  4.35 Outdoor  Storage  

(A) All such  open storage shall  be enclosed and screened on all  sides  of the subject  
property  by a solid  eight  (8) foot tall wall or fence. When the proposed facility abuts 
a street  the enclosure fence  shall  be setback at least  eight  feet and a planting  strip  
shall  be provided  on the street  side of the fence. The planting  strip  shall consist of 
a minimum of one tree for every thirty (30) feet of fencing provided. In addition, 
flowering trees and  shrubs  in  sufficient  quantity  and location  shall  be provided  to 
break up the mass  of the screen fencing. The planting strip shall be parallel to the 
street and shall extend the full length of the frontage.  

 
(B) A driveway shall  be provided, graded, surfaced,  and maintained  from  the street  to 

the rear of the property  to permit free and full access of fire trucks and other 
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emergency vehicles at any time.  
 

(C) All materials stored higher than 8 feet shall require Uses with Specific Standards  
approval, even in districts where outdoor storage does not otherwise require Uses 
with Specific Standards  approval. The applicant shall propose screening, including 
some combination  of fences, walls, berms, and landscaping,  and the Planning 
Commission  shall  determine whether the screening is sufficient.  

 
(D) Outdoor storage may be permitted accessory to other uses. Additionally, ancillary 

uses may be permitted  accessory to outdoor  storage, but  must  be approved 
separately, including  Uses with Specific Standards  approval, if required. Ancillary 
uses must be permitted uses or approved Uses with Specific Standards  in the 
zoning district the lot in question is located within.  

 
(E) All stored vehicles shall be duly licensed pursuant to the applicable statute and 

shall not be wrecked, disabled,  abandoned, unlicensed,  worn out, junked  or 
incapable  of operating.  If this  standard  is not  met, the facility shall be considered 
a Resource Reclamation Facility. No vehicles of any type, including, but not limited 
to, automobiles and boats, shall be stored  in the required roadside setback for 
principal buildings.  

 
(F) All storage areas shall  be kept  in  a neat orderly condition  free from  weeds, trash,  

blowing  papers and other debris . 
 

 
 

Section  4.36 Radio  /  TV Transmitters  

(A) Transmitters  with  power under  75 watts  shall  be considered  accessory structures  
unless  they are attached to the principal structure and shall be permitted by right 
in all Zoning Districts. The setbacks for each antenna support structure from 
adjacent rights -of-way and/or property lines  shall  be not less than one and one -
half (1-1/2) times the height of the tower above the ground. No antenna or support 
structure shall be located in a roadside yard.  

 
(B) Transmitters  with  power over 75 watts  shall  be considered  principal  uses of land 

and shall  be permitted  by Uses with Specific Standards  in the PS, C-2, C-3, and I-1 
districts. The following standards shall apply:  

 
(1) The Planning Commission  may approve a height  for the tower above the 

maximum  height  permitted in the zoning district, but only if the applicant 
can demonstrate that the operation of the transmitter would be restricted 
by complying with the height standard.  

 
(2) Adequate security  fencing  must  be provided  around  the transmitter  and any 

ground  equipment.  
 

(3) The setbacks  for each tower from  adjacent  rights -of-way and/or  property  
lines  shall  be not  less than one and one -half (1-1/2) times the height of each 
tower above the ground.  
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(4) No antenna  or support  structure  shall  be located  in  a roadside  yard. 

 
(5) The transmitter  must  comply  with  all  County, State, and Federal standards.  

 
 
Section  4.37 Small  Scale Manufacturing/Production  

(A) In the AG district,  small  scale production  shall  not  be permitted  on lots  of less than  
five acres of gross lot area. Additionally, in the AG district, no more than five 
employees that do not reside on the site may be employed by the operation.  

 
(B) In the C-1, C-2, and C-3 districts,  not  more than  fifteen  (15) persons may be 

employed for the production portion of the operation. In the I -1 district, there shall 
be no limit on the number of employees.  

 
(C) The production  shall  not  be discernible  on the exterior  by way of noise, odor, smoke, 

vibration  or other variable. 
 

(D) Any outdoor  storage must  be approved separately  by the Township, must  meet  all  
relevant  standards  of this Ordinance, and is only permitted in Zoning Districts 
where outdoor storage is permitted by right or by Uses with Specific Standards . 

 
 

 

Section  4.38 Solar  Energy Systems  
 

(A) Purpose and Intent . Frenchtown Charter Township supports the effective and 
efficient use of solar energy collection systems. It is the intent of the Township to 
permit these systems by regulating the siting, design, and installation of such 
systems to protect the public healt h, safety, and welfare, and to ensure 
compatibility of land uses in the vicinity of solar energy systems. Accessory, On -
Site Use Solar Energy Systems and Utility Generation Solar Energy Systems, as 
defined in this section, shall comply with the provisions of this section.  
 

(B) Definitions. Words and phrases used in this Section shall have the meaning set 
forth below. Words and phrases not defined herein but defined in Article 8  shall be 
given the meanings set forth in Article 8 . All other words and phrases shall be given 
their common, ordinary meaning, unless context clearly requires otherwise.  

(1) Solar Array: Any number of solar energy devices connected to provide a 
single output of energy.  

(2) Solar Energy Devices: Mechanical equipment, including but not limited to 
photovoltaic cells, panels, or collectors, which take in light and/or heat from 
the sun to produce energy.  

(3) Solar Energy System: Solar energy devices or design features of a building 
used for the collection, storage, and distribution of solar energy for space 
heating, space cooling, lighting, electric generation, or water heating.  

(4) Solar Energy System, Abandoned: Any solar energy system or solar array 
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that no longer functions or is inoperative to the extent that it  does not 
collect, store, or distribute solar energy.  

(5) Solar Energy System, On-Site Use: A solar energy system where the solar 
array is smaller than the footprint of the principal building on the same lot 
and is intended to service the uses on the same property where the system 
is located.  

(6) Solar Energy System, Utility Generation: A utility -scale solar energy system 
where the primary use of the solar arrays is to generate solar energy for the 
sale, delivery, or consumption of the generated energy by a multitude of 
users not located on the pro perty. 

(7) Solar Energy System Project Area: The total land area necessary for a solar 
energy system to operate and comply with Township ordinance standards 
including the solar arrays, access roads, storage facilities, transmission 
equipment, landscape screening and required setback areas.  

 
(C) On-Site Use Solar Energy Systems. Solar energy systems with solar arrays that 

are smaller than the footprint of the principal building on the same lot shall be 
considered permitted accessory structures in all Zoning Districts, and shall be 
subject to the following standards:  
(1) Solar arrays may be freestanding or on the roof of another structure. 

Freestanding solar arrays shall not be located in a yard abutting a road . They 
shall be located in the rear yard or the side yard, but not in the required rear 
yard setback or in the required side yard setback unless permitted by the 
Planning Commission.  

(2) Lot coverage and building height standards for the district the solar arrays 
are located within may not be exceeded.  

(3) On-site use solar energy systems must meet the setback requirements for 
accessory structures in the district they are located within.  

(4) Freestanding on -site use solar energy systems shall not exceed 15 feet in 
height.  

(5) On-Site Use Solar Energy Systems shall not count towards the maximum 
number of accessory structures on a lot. On -Site Use Solar Energy Systems 
shall count towards lot coverage calculations.  

(6) Any On-Site Use Solar Energy Systems erected on a building shall not extend 
beyond the peak of the roof. For systems erected on a flat roof, the highest 
point of the system shall be permitted to extend up to six (6) feet above the 
roof to which it is attac hed. 

(7) Any On-Site Use Solar Energy Systems mounted on the roof of a property 
must be installed with a minimum of  three (3) foot setback from the edges 
of the roof, the peak, the eave, or the valley. 

(8) All On-Site Use Solar Energy Systems must conform to all applicable 
Township codes and ordinances, including, but not limited to, the Michigan 
Building Code. 

(9) An abandoned On-Site Use Solar Energy Systems, as defined in this 
Ordinance, shall be removed by the property owner within six (6) months.  

(10) An On-Site Use Solar Energy Systems used to power a single device or 
specific piece of equipment such as a lawn ornament, lights, weather 
station, thermometer, clock, well pump or other similar singular device is 
exempt from these standards.  
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(11) On-Site Use Solar Energy Systems may be installed over a paved vehicle 
parking lot to encourage dual use of a site.  
 

(D)  Utility Generation Solar Energy Systems. Freestanding Solar Panel Arrays that are 
larger than the footprint of the principal building on the same lot, which are 
accessory to a principal use, shall be permitted as an Accessory Use by Uses with 
Specific Standards  approval in the Industrial District and shall be subject to the 
following standards:  

(1) Uses with Specific Standards . Utility Generation Solar Energy Systems 
shall be permitted by the Uses with Specific Standards  approval in the I -1 
District subject to the application, review, and approval standards of Section 
7.04, Uses with Specific Standards . 
a. Standards for Uses Approval. In determining whether a given site is 

appropriate for a utility generation solar energy system, the Planning 
Commission shall consider the following:  

b. Proximity to existing electric transmission lines, and feasibility of 
connecting to the existing transmission network.  

c. Existing physical features of the site that would be impacted by the new 
solar arrays, including wildlife impacts.  

d. Aesthetic impact of the solar arrays.  
e. Loss of industrial land due to the solar arrays.  

(2) Site Plan Review. Utility Generation Solar Energy Systems shall be required 
to obtain site plan approval in accordance with the standards of Section 
7.03, Site Plan and Development Review. In addition to providing all required 
application information of Section 7.03, the site plan submitted for review 
shall include the following:  
a. The location of all existing and proposed on -site and off -site electric 

transmission lines that shall be required to connect Utility Generation 
Solar Energy Systems which generate electricity for sale and distribution 
to the regional transmission system.  

b. A decommissioning plan in compliance with the standards of Section 
(19) below.  

(3) Setbacks .  
a. Minimum setbacks shall be two hundred  (200) feet from any property 

with a residence and one hundred twenty -five (125) feet from all other 
properties. This shall be measured from the property line of the adjacent 
property to the closest point of the solar array at minimum tilt or any 
solar energy system components.   

b. Setback from wetlands, creeks, and other water bodies. Utility 
Generation Solar Energy Systems shall be at least two hundred (200) feet 
from the boundary of any lake, drain, wetland, creek, or other surface 
water body.  

(4) Height. Freestanding Utility Generation Solar Energy Systems and solar 
arrays shall not exceed 20 feet in height, measured from the ground at the 
base of such equipment, when oriented at maximum tilt. Other components 
of the Utility Generation Solar Energy Systems  or associated buildings shall 
not exceed the maximum height allowed in the district in which they are 
located. 

(5) Installation and safety. Utility Generation Solar Energy Systems  shall be 
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properly installed to ensure safety, and meet the following requirements:   
a. Utility Generation Solar Energy Systems  shall be permanently and safely 

attached to the ground. Proof of the safety and reliability of the means of 
such attachment shall be submitted with the Uses with Specific 
Standards  application and shall be subject to the Planning 
F8662<<287a<!*99;8?*5#  

b. Utility Generation Solar Energy Systems  shall be installed, maintained,  
*7-!><.-!875B!27!*,,8;-*7,.!@2=1!=1.!6*7>/*,=>;.;a<!-2;.,=287<#!D!,89B!
of such directions shall be submitted with the Uses with Specific 
Standards  application. The Uses with Specific Standards , if granted, may 
+.!<>+3.,=!=8!=1.!]87270!D-6272<=;*=8;a<!8;!E>25-270!R//2,2*5a<!27<9.,=287!
=8!-.=.;627.!,86952*7,.!@2=1!=1.!6*7>/*,=>;.;a<!-2;.,=287<#  

(6) Compliance with construction and electrical codes. Utility Generation 
Solar Energy Systems, and the installation and use thereof, shall comply 
with all applicable construction codes and electric codes, including state 
construction codes and the National Electric Safety Code.   

(7) Fencing.  
a. Any fencing proposed for the facility shall be shown on the required site 

plan. Screening of the fencing shall be required adjacent to any 
residentially zoned, used, or planned property.  

b. As a condition of Uses with Specific Standards  approval, the Planning 
Commission may require additional screening  exceeding the minimal 
requirement, as  necessary to ensure compatibility between adjacent 
uses while not placing an undue burden on the facility operator. This 
requirement is evaluated on the specific property and surrounding 
conditions.  

c. Barbed wire is prohibited.  
(8) Signage. Signage, including any text, company insignia, advertising, 

graphics or other inscriptions or designs shall not be located on any part of 
the solar arrays. All other signage on the site of a utility generation solar 
energy system shall comply with the stan dards of Section 5.08, Signage. 

(9) Sound. The sound pressure level of a Utility Generation Solar Energy 
Systems and all ancillary solar equipment shall not exceed 45 dB(A) at the 
property line of adjacent properties or the exterior of any habitable structure, 
whichever is closer. The site plan shall include modeled sound isolines 
extending from the sound source to the property lines to demonstrate 
compliance with this standard.   

(10) Lighting. Utility Generation Solar Energy Systems  lighting shall be limited 
to inverter and/or substation locations only. Any lighting shall be directed 
downward and be placed to keep the light  on-site and glare away from 
adjacent properties, bodies of water, and adjacent roadways. Flashing or 
intermittent lights are prohibited.   

(11) Glare. Any photovoltaic component shall use non -reflective surfaces to 
minimize glare onto nearby properties or roadways. Any reflective surfaces 
which are utilized to concentrate heat or light shall not be visible from any 
adjacent property.  

(12) Drainage. Drainage on the site shall be maintained in a manner consistent 
with, or improved upon, natural drainage patterns. Any disturbance to 
drainage or water management practices must be managed within the 
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property and on -site, in order to not negatively impact surrounding 
properties as a result of the development. This shall be maintained for the 
duration of the operation and shall be able to be returned to natural patterns 
following decommissioning .  

(13) Wildlife Corridors.  Utility Generation Solar Energy Systems developments 
shall have access corridors for wildlife to navigate through the development. 
Corridors shall be provided with a break in the fencing every one thousand  
(1,000) feet and shall be kept open to allow for movement of migratory 
animals and other wildlife. This may be modified by the Planning 
Commission as part of the Uses with Specific Standards  permit.   

(14) Landscaping/Screening. Landscaping shall be provided in accordance with 
the standards required in Section 5.09 as well as the following additional 
screening requirements if determined appropriate by the Planning 
Commission:   
a. At least four (4) trees provided every one  hundred (100) linear feet. Of the 

four (4) trees every one hundred (100) linear feet, at least one (1) shall be 
a deciduous shade tree and three (3) shall be evergreen or ornamental 
trees. The trees shall be evenly distributed within each one hundred (100 ) 
linear feet section.   

b. At least two -thirds (2/3), but no more than three -quarters (3/4) of the 
total evergreen/ornamental trees shall be made up of evergreen trees.   

c. Each tree shall have a minimum nature height of fifteen (15) height.  
 

(15) Distribution. For Utility Generation Solar Energy Systems  generating 
electricity for sale and distribution, the applicant must submit a plan for 
connecting to the electrical transmission grid, including the design, and 
routing of electrical transmission lines on -to and off -of the site. The 
applicant shall provid e written permission from the impacted transmission 
owner and/or verification from the Midcontinent Independent System 
Operator, Inc (MISO) or its successor Independent System Operator (ISO) or 
Regional Transmission Organization (RTO) that the regional system has 
been evaluated and will be capable of effectively accepting the electrical 
capacity generated on site. Any equipment, substation, transmission lines 
or other improvements necessary to transmi t the generated energy shall not 
be defined or regulated by the Township as an essential service.  

(16) Certified Solar Array Components. Components of a Utility Generation 
Solar Energy System shall be approved by the Solar Rating and Certification 
F8;98;*=287! bƸVUFFƹc"! H5.,=;872,! W.<=270! O*+8;*=8;2.<! bƸHWOƹc"! 8;! 8=1.;!
similar certification organization acceptable to the Township.  

(17) Transfer of Ownership/Operation. Prior to a change in the ownership or 
operation of a Utility Generation Solar Energy System, including, but not 
limited to, by the sale or lease of that system or the underlying property, the 
current owner or operator shall provide written notice to the To wnship at 
least sixty (60) days prior to that change becoming effective. This notice 
shall inform the Township of the intended transfer of control of the Utility 
Generation Solar Energy Systems and shall include a copy of t he instrument 
or agreement affecting that transfer. Such an instrument or agreement shall 
include an express statement that the new owner or operator of the Utility 
Generation Solar Energy Systems shall not be permitted to operate that 
system until complia nce with the terms of this Section, including 
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requirements for decommissioning guarantee funds, has been established.  
(18) Ground Cover and Property Management. Utility Generation Solar Energy 

Systems shall include the installation of ground cover vegetation 
maintained for the duration of operation until the site is decommissioned 
when not installed over existing paved surfaces. The required site plan must 
include  a ground cover establishment and long-term  management plan for 
vegetation on the facility. The operator shall not allow the facility to become 
a nuisance. The use of native species is encouraged for any proposed groun d 
cover and to minimize the maintenance required on site.  
a. Ground cover at sites shall utilize one or more of the following types of 

dual use alternatives:  
1. Pollinator Habitat: Solar sites designed to meet a score of 76 or more 

on the Michigan Pollinator Habitat Planning Scorecard for Solar 
Sites. 

2. Conservation Cover: Solar sites designed in consultation with 
conservation organizations that focus on restoring native plants, 
grasses, and prairie with the aim of protecting specific species (e.g., 
bird habitat) or providing specific ecosystem services ( e.g., carbon 
sequestration, soil health).  

3. Project sites that are included in a brownfield plan adopted under 
the Brownfield Redevelopment Financing Act, PA 381 of 1996, as 
amended, that contain impervious surface at the time of 
construction or soils that cannot be disturbed, are exempt from 
ground  cover requirements.  

b. Co-Location. Solar energy systems may be installed over a paved vehicle 
parking lot to encourage dual use of a site so long as it does not cause 
the number of parking spaces required for the principal use to be 
reduced. 

(19) Decommissioning. A decommissioning plan is required at the time of 
application to be reviewed and approved by the Planning Commission.  The 
decommissioning plan shall include:   
a. The anticipated manner in which the project will be decommissioned, 

including a description of the process for removal of all structures and 
foundations, restoration of soil to a depth of four (4) feet and vegetation, 
and how all above-grade and below-grade improvements w ill be 
removed, retained, or restored for viable reuse of the property consistent 
with the zoning district.  

b. The projected decommissioning costs for removal of the system (net of 
salvage value in current dollars) and site restoration/soil stabilization, 
less the amount of the surety bond posted with the State of Michigan.  

c. The method of ensuring that funds will be available for site 
decommissioning and stabilization. This financial security guarantee 
must be posted at the time of receiving a construction permit for the 
system. The security shall be in the form of a cash bond , irrevocable bank 
letter of credit, or performance bond in a form approved by the Township. 
The estimate shall be prepared by the engineer for the applicant and 
shall be subject to approval by the Township.   

d.  A review of the amount of the performance guarantee based on inflation, 
salvage value, and current removal costs shall be reviewed every three 
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(3) years, for the life of the project, and approved by the Frenchtown 
Charter Township Board upon recommendation of the Building Official 
or Township Engineer.  

e. A Utility Generation Solar Energy Systems owner may at any time either 
proceed with the decommissioning plan approved by the Planning 
Commission and remove the system as indicated in the most recent 
approved plan; or amend the decommissioning plan with Pla nning 
Commission approval and proceed according to the revised plan.   

(20) Abandonment. In the event that a Utility Generation Solar Energy System 
has been abandoned (meaning not having been in operation for a period of 
one (1) year without a waiver from the Planning Commission), the system 
shall be removed by the applicant or the property ow ner and the site shall be 
stabilized and re -vegetated, in compliance with the approved 
decommissioning plan. If the abandoned system is not removed or repaired, 
amongst other available remedies, the Township may pursue legal action 
against the  applicant and property owner to have the system removed and 
assess its cost to the tax roll of the subject parcel. The applicant and 
property owner shall be responsible for the payment of any costs and 
*==8;7.Ba<! /..<! 27,>;;.-! +B! =1.! W8@7<129! 27! <.,>;270!removal of the 
structure. The Township may utilize the benefit of any financial security 
being held under this Section to offset its cost. As a condition of approval, 
the applicant and property owner shall give permission to the Township to 
enter the parce l of land for this purpose.  

(21) Annual Reports. For Utility  Generation Solar Energy Systems, an annual 
report shall be submitted to the Planning Commission by a date determined 
at the time of Uses with Specific Standards  approval. The annual report shall 
document all complaints received regarding the commercial solar energy 
system along with the status of complaint resolutions and the actions taken 
to mitigate the complaints.   

(22) Additional approvals and agency reviews. The following approval and 
agency reviews shall be required, as applicable:    
a. Local Fire Chief;  
b. Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE);  
c. P87;8.!F8>7=B!G;*27!F8662<<287.;a<!R//2,.$  
d. Federal Aviation Administration (FAA);   
f. Local Airport Zoning (if applicable);   
g. Building Department;  and 
h. Tax Assessor.  

(23) Operations Agreement. The applicant shall provide the Planning 
Commission with an operations agreement, which sets forth the operations 
parameters, the name and contact information of the certified operator, 
inspection protocol, emergency procedures and general safety 
documenta tion. It shall be a condition of approval that the Building Official 
shall be notified and provided copies of any changes. The operations 
agreement shall be recorded with Monroe County.  

(24) Maintenance and Repair. Repair, replacement, and maintenance of 
components is permitted without the need for a new Uses with Specific 
Standards  permit. Proposals to change the project footprint of an existing 
system shall be considered a new application.   
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Section  4.39 Stables  

(A) Animals  shall  be provided with  a covered and enclosed shelter and outdoor fenced 
area of adequate size  to accommodate  all  animals  kept  on the premises.  All 
structures  for the keeping  of animals  shall  be set back at least sixty (60) feet from 
all property lines and be constructed and maintained so that odor, dust, noise, and 
drainage shall not create a nuisance or hazard to adjoining properties.  

 
(B) All manure  shall  be stored  at least  one hundred  (100) feet from  any property  line  

and shall  be removed from the premises at least once per week.  
 

(C) For breeding, rearing, and housing  of horses, mules  or similar  domestic  animals,  
the minimum  lot  size shall be ten (10) acres, except that up to two (2) saddle 
horses or ponies may be housed and reared on lots of five (5) acres or more.  

 
(D) An accessory building  used as a stable  shall  not  be located  nearer than  sixty  (60) 

feet to any property  line and not nearer than one hundred (100) feet to any dwelling.  
 

 
Section  4.40 State  Licensed  Residential  Facilities  

All State Licensed Residential Facilities  must  demonstrate  compliance  with  all  
requirements  of the State of Michigan prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy.  

 
 

Section  4.41 Travel Trailer  Park/Campground  

(A) The minimum  lot  size shall  be three (3) acres. The lot  shall  provide  direct  vehicular  
access to a public  street  or road. The term "lot" for the purpose of determining 
"minimum lot size" shall mean the entire area of the campground  or travel trailer 
park. Each lot shall be provided with at least one (1) public telephone.  

 

(B) Each camping  site proposed  on a lot shall accommodate one travel trailer or tent 
only. Each proposed camping site shall be provided with individual electrical 
outlets and individual barbecue facilities.  The purpose of the campground  or travel 
trailer park shall be to provide temporary recreational sites and opportunities  and 
not  intermediate  or long-term  housing.  Occupancy within  the park  shall  not  exceed 
twenty -one (21) days within a sixty (60) day period or forty -two (42) days within a 
twelve-month  period . 

 
(C) Public stations, housed in all -weather structures, containing adequate water 

outlet, flush toilets, waste container, electricity, and shower facilities, shall be 
provided uniformly throughout the lot at a ratio of not less  than  one (1) such  station  
per each twenty  (20)  sites. The minimum  size of any such  structure  shall  be five 
hundred (500) square feet.  

https://www.michigan.gov/lara/bureau-list/bchs/adult/licensees/resources/licensing-rules-and-statutes
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(D) Each lot  containing  more than  sixty  (60) sites  shall  provide  a building  containing  

machine  laundry  (wash and dry) facilities.  
 

(E) No commercial enterprises shall be permitted to operate on the lot, except that a 
convenience goods shopping  building  may be provided  on a lot  containing  more 
than  eighty  (80)  sites. Said building  shall provide parking space as provided in 
Section 5.05. 

 
(F) Hard-surfaced,  dust -free vehicle  parking  areas shall  be provided  for site  occupants  

and guest  as follows:  
 

(1) Guest parking shall be provided at the ratio of not less than one (1) parking 
space per each of two (2) camping  sites. Guest parking  shall  be located  
within  four hundred  (400)  feet of the site  it  is  intended to serve.  

 
(2) Occupant parking shall be provided at the ratio of not less than  two (2) 

parking spaces for each camping site. Occupant parking shall be located on 
the specific camping site it is intended to serve except  in  the case of sites  
limited  to tents  only. Parking intended  to serve such  sites  shall  be located a 
maximum of four hundred  (400) feet from said sites.  

 
(G) No camping site shall have a minimum area less than fifteen hundred (1,500) 

square feet. The minimum area  for camping  sites  designated  for tents  shall  be 
three thousand  (3,000)  square feet. Each site  shall  be set back from any right -of-
way or property line at least seventy -five (75) feet. 

 
(H) A common use area shall be provided on each lot at a ratio of not less than one 

thousand (1,000) square feet  per each camping  site. This common  area shall  be 
developed by seeding, landscaping,  picnic  tables, barbecue stands and  passive 
recreation equipment (i.e., swings, horseshoe pits, shuffleboard courts and the 
like) for the general use of all occupants of the complex.  

 
(I) Each camping site and all parking areas shall have direct access to a hard -

surfaced, dust -free roadway of at least twenty -four (24) feet in width for two -way 
traffic and twelve (12) feet in width for one -way traffic. Parking shall not be allowed 
on any roadway. Access streets shall be asphalt roadways with a minimum surface 
thickness of three (3) inches, MDOT mixture 1100T bituminous, laid in two courses, 
weigh 330 pounds per square yard on an eight (8) inch minimum thick base 
course placed in two compacted  four (4) inch layers of MDOT specification 21A, 
crushed limestone or slag or equivalent as approved by the Township Engineering 
Consultant.  Sites specifically designated  and used only for tent camping, need 
not have direct  vehicular  access to any street  or road. These camping  sites  shall  be 
provided  pedestrian  access by way of an adequately cleared and marked  pathway 
which  shall  originate at  the designated parking  area provided for the given camp 
sites. 

 
(J) Any open drainage  ways must  have banks  with  slopes not  to exceed 3:1 and shall  

be designed  to properly drain all surface waters into the County drain system, 
subject to approval by the Drain Commission  of Monroe County. All banks shall be 

https://www.co.monroe.mi.us/483/Drain-Commission
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stabilized by lawn area or other method approved by the Commission.  
 

(K) All sanitary  facilities  shall  be designed  and constructed  in  strict  conformance  to 
all  applicable  Monroe County Health regulations.  

(L) The development  of the entire  lot  is  subject  to all  applicable  requirements  of the 
Department of Natural Resources . 

 
(M) A minimum  distance  of fifteen  (15) feet shall  be provided  between all  travel  trailers  

and tents.  
 

(N) The Planning Commission may require fences and greenbelts . The location  of 
common  use areas, roadways, streets,  and buildings shall be subject to approval 
by the Planning Commission . 

 
 

 

Section  4.42 Truck  Stop/Travel  Plaza 

(A) All individual  component  uses (gas station,  restaurant,  retail,  vehicle  repair, drive  
thru,  vehicle  wash, etc.) must comply with all relevant standards in this Ordinance.  

 
(B) All truck  scales shall  be located  on the site  to eliminate  the potential  for the 

obstruction  of auto  traffic  on the site and/or of all traffic on public roadways by 
lines of trucks that are waiting to use the scales or fuel dispensers.  

 
(C) When the facility  contains  activities  for both  automobiles  and trucks  the site  shall  

be designed  in  a manner that will separate the automobile user from the truck 
user. 

 
(D) A designated  pedestrian  circulation  system  that  includes  raised curb  sidewalks  

and striped  pedestrian  areas in vehicle travel lanes shall be required between all 
the individual components of the use.  

 

 
Section  4.43 Wind  Energy Facilities  

 
(A) Agricultural Wind Energy Facilities : This system shall be permitted only in an AG 

Agricultural and R -1-E Single Family Zoning Districts and shall be considered an 
accessory and incidental use in an AG Agricultural Zoning District provided all of 
the following standards and requirements are met. This category of Wind Energy 
Conversion System (WECS) must be accessory to a permitted farm or agricultural 
operation and  must  be designed  and built  to serve the needs of the residential  use, 
farm,  and/or  agricultural operation with the intent of reducing on site 
consumption of utility power or the cost of said consumption. The subject property 
shall be a minimum of 5 acres in order for the Wind Energy Facility to be approved.  

 
An application shall be submitted to the Building Official  for review and approval. 
The application shall include a plot plan indicating the location of the proposed 
tower, the height of the proposed tower, the distance  from  the base of the tower to 

https://www.co.monroe.mi.us/255/Health-Department
https://www.michigan.gov/dnr
https://www.energy.gov/eere/wind/how-do-wind-turbines-work#:~:text=The%20terms%20%22wind%20energy%22%20and,this%20mechanical%20power%20into%20electricity.
https://www.energy.gov/eere/wind/how-do-wind-turbines-work#:~:text=The%20terms%20%22wind%20energy%22%20and,this%20mechanical%20power%20into%20electricity.
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all  buildings,  roads, street  setback  lines  and property  lines. Standard drawings of 
the wind turbine structure, including the tower, base, and footings must be 
submitted. The proposed tower shall be constructed in accordance with the State 
Building Code and specifications as provided by the manufacturer of the system.  

 
(B) Principal  Use Wind  Energy Facilities : This shall  include  any Wind Energy 

Conversion System (WECS) that is accessory to a principal non -farm, non -
agricultural use located on the same lot or parcel and is designed and built to serve 
the needs of the principal use with the primary intent to reduce on site 
consumption of utility power or the cost of  said consumption. A Principal Use Wind 
Energy Conversion System (PUWECS) may be permitted on lots greater than the 
minimum lot areas listed below in the following zoning districts subject to Uses 
with Specific Standards  Approval from the  Planning Commission  provided the 
PUWECS meets all of the conditions and requirements in this section.  
 

 

ZONING DISTRICT 

MINIMUM  SIZE 
PROPERTY IN 
ACRES 

A 2 AC 
R-1-E 2 AC 
OS 5 AC 
C-2 5 AC 
C-3 5 AC 
I-1 5 AC 

 

(C) Commercial Wind Energy Facilities: Shall mean any Wind Energy Conversion 
System (WECS) that is designed and built primarily to provide electricity to the 
.5.,=;2,! >=252=Ba<! 98@.;! 0;2-# A Commercial Wind Energy Conversion System  
(CWECS) may be permitted on lots meeting the following minimum lot area 
standards  in  the following  zoning  districts  subject  to Uses with Specific Standards  
and Site Plan Approval from  the Planning Commission  and all of the conditions 
and requirements of this section are met.  

 
 

ZONING DISTRICT MINIMUM SIZE PROPERTY IN 
ACRES 

PS 20 AC 
I-1 20 AC 

 
(D) Sufficient Wind Resources. An application for installation shall require 

documentation that the wind resources  at the site  are sufficient  for the operation  
of the proposed wind  turbine.  A one-year study  of sufficient wind resources shall 
be included with the application.  

 
(E) Site  Analysis.  Prior to submittal  for approval  an avian and wildlife  impact  study  

and an environmental impact analysis will be required.  
 

(1) A copy of an Avian and Wildlife  Impact  Analysis by a third -party qualified  
professional  to identify  and assess any potential impacts on wildlife and 
endangered species. The applicant shall take appropriate measures to 

https://www.energy.gov/eere/wind/next-generation-wind-technology
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minimize, eliminate or mitigate adverse impacts identified in the analysis, 
and shall show those measures on the site plan.  The applicant shall identify 
and evaluate the significance of any net effects or concerns that will remain 
after mitigation efforts.  

 
(2) A copy of an Environmental  Analysis by a third -party qualified  professional  

to identify  and assess any potential impacts on the natural environment 
including, but not limited to wetlands and other fragile ecosystems, 
historical and cultural sites, and antiquities.  The applicant shall take 
appropriate measures to minimize, eliminate or mitigate adverse impacts 
identified in the analysis, and shall show those measures on the site plan.  
The applicant shall identify and evaluate the significance of any net effects 
or concerns that will remain after mitigation efforts.  

 
(F) Setbacks . Each Wind Energy Facility  shall  be setback  from  all  property  lines,  

structures,  or overhead transmission lines and power poles by a minimum of 1½ 
time the height of the tower.  

 
(G) Maximum  Height . The maximum  height  from  the base to the tip  of the blade at its  

highest  point  shall  not exceed 300 feet. The Planning Commission  may increase 
the height if the following conditions are met:  

 
(1) The increased  height  will  result  in  the preservation  of a substantial  stand  of 

trees, existing  land forms  or structures that would otherwise be removed to 
increase wind velocity.  

(2) The increased  height  will  not  result  in  increased  intensity  of lighting  due to 
FAA requirements.  

 
(H) Blade  Clearance. The lowest  point  of the arc created by rotating  wind  vanes or 

blades shall  be no less than 20 feet measured from the ground within one blade 
radius from the base of the tower.  
 

(I) Tower Separation . Wind turbine separation shall be based on industry standards, 
6*7>/*,=>;.;a<!recommendation,  and the characteristics (prevailing wind, 
topography, etc.) of the particular site location.  At a minimum,  there shall  be a 
separation  between turbines  of not  less than  three times  the rotor  diameter.  

 
(J) Noise Levels. The audible  noise level due to Wind Energy Facility  operations  shall  

not  be greater than  55 (dbA) at the boundary of the proposed project site.  
 

(K) Vibrations.  Any proposed Wind Energy Facility  shall  not  produce vibrations  
humanly  perceptible  beyond the boundaries of the site on which it is located.  

 
(L) Transmission  Lines . All electrical  transmission  lines  connecting  the Wind Energy 

Facility  to the public utility electricity distribution system shall be located 
underground.  

 
(M) Shadow  Flicker.  Site plan  and other  documents  and drawings  shall  show 

mitigation  measures  to minimize potential impacts from shadow flicker.  
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(N) Electromagnetic  Interference . Any Wind Energy Facility  shall  be constructed  and 
operated so that  it  does not  interfere  with  television,  telephone  (land  line  and 
cellular),  microwave,  navigational,  or radio  reception  to neighboring areas.  The 
applicant and/or operator shall be responsible for all mitigation measures  
necessary to correct the interference problem including relocation or removal of 
the facility.  

 
(O) State and Federal Standards . Any proposed Wind Energy Facility shall meet or 

exceed all standards or regulations of the FAA, the Michigan Public Service 
Commission , National Electric Safety Code , U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and any 
other  agency of the state  or federal  government  with  the authority  to regulate wind 
energy system or other tall structures at the time of Uses with Specific Standards  
approval is granted.  

 
(P) Aesthetics  and  Lighting . Each Wind Energy Facility  shall  either  maintain  a 

galvanized  steel finish  or be painted a neutral color so as to reduce visual 
obtrusiveness and to prevent any visible oxidation or corrosion.  The Planning 
Commission  shall  approve the color and may determine  an alternate  color if  the 
facility is  suspected of being located within a bird migratory route or if an alternate 
color would  otherwise benefit the Township.  

 
The only allowable  light  will  be in  accordance with  FAA standards  and if  possible,  
shall  be a red top  light  that does not pulsate or blink.  

 
No advertising,  company  insignia,  or graphics  shall  be on any part  of the tower, hub, 
or blades. 

 
(Q) Type of Tower. Each Wind Energy Facility  shall  be a monopole  or monopole  style of 

construction  and shall not utilize guy lines.  
 

(R) Safety  and  Security . 
 

(1) Each Wind Energy Facility shall be equipped with both manual and 
automatic controls to limit the rotational  speed of the blade within  the 
design  limits  of the rotor. All generator(s)  shall  be equipped  with redundant 
braking systems.  

 
(2) All generator(s)  shall  be grounded  

 
(3) Each Wind Energy Facility  shall  be designed  and constructed  in  such  a 

manner  that  access is  limited to  authorized  personnel. All access doors and 
electrical  equipment  shall  be lockable  and shall  remain locked at all times 
when operator personnel are not present.  

 
(4) A sign  shall  be posted  that  will  contain  emergency contact  information.  

Signage placed at the road access shall be used to warn visitors about the 
potential danger of falling ice.  

(S) Site  Reclamation.  
 

(1) Inoperable.  A wind  turbine  shall  be declared inoperable  if  it  has not  

https://www.faa.gov/
https://www.michigan.gov/mpsc/regulatory/administrative-rules-laws
https://www.michigan.gov/mpsc/regulatory/administrative-rules-laws
https://standards.ieee.org/products-programs/nesc/
https://www.fws.gov/
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generated power for six  (6) months and shall be promptly dismantled and 
removed from the property.  

 
(2) Unsafe. Any wind  turbine  that  is  found  to present  an imminent  physical  

threat  to life  or property  shall be immediately shut down and repaired or 
otherwise made safe and certified by a qualified engineer prior to 
resumption of operation.  

 
(3) The owner/operator  shall  remove all  equipment,  above and below ground, 

and restore the site  to its original condition when the wind turbine(s) is 
considered inoperable or unsafe.  

 
(T) Certificate  of  Insurance . Owner/operator  shall  maintain  liability  and other  

insurances  for the duration  of the use including  decommissioning  and 
reclamation  of the property. The insurance  carrier  shall  be instructed  to notify all 
applicable governmental authorities of any delinquency in payment of premiums.  
Failure to  provide such insurance shall be considered abandonment and full and 
sufficient grounds for termination of the Uses with Specific Standards  approval 
and disposal of the equipment as stated herein.  

 
(U) Abandonment and Removal. The applicant  shall  prepare a decommissioning 

plan, agreement, and bond for  submittal  with  the Uses with Specific Standards  
application.  The plan  must  address what  improvements  shall  be removed and  
what  is proposed to remain,  including  any structures  below-grade on the site. The 
plan  shall  outline  the procedures for those structures and facilities proposed for 
removal and disposal offsite. The plan shall require that the proposed 
abandonment and restoration plan must be completed within 180 days of 
becoming an abandoned wind energy facility.  

 
The owner of a wind energy facility shall be required to inform the Township when 
any operational system has  been determined  to be at the end of its  operational  life, 
has become obsolete  or economically  unviable. The Building Official  at their 
discretion, may have a site inspection conducted to determine if a wind energy 
facility is still functioning within acceptable energy generation standards and 
inform the owner of the findings.  When the owner informs  the Township that  a 
facility  is  no longer functioning  or when an inspection has determined that energy 
is no longer being generated then such a facility shall then be designated for 
abandonment. Upon such a determination , the applicant shall perform 
decommissioning  and removal of the wind energy facility and all its components 
as outlined in the approved decommissioning plan and agreement. 

 
(V) Restoration  Escrow. Upon Uses with Specific Standards  approval, the applicant  

shall  provide  to the Township  security acceptable to the Township, such as a cash 
deposit, irrevocable letter of credit, or surety bond, in order to ensure full 
compliance with  this Section  and all conditions of approval. At a minimum, the 
financial security shall be in an amount determined by the Township to be 
reasonably sufficient to restore the property to its previous condition prior to 
construction and operation of the wind energy facil ity. The amount shall be 
-.=.;627.-!+*<.-!87!*!,87=;*,=8;a<!.<=26*=.!=8!;.<=8;.!=1.!<2=.#!W1.!.<=26*=.!<1all 
be updated every five years and the security  shall  be increased  to cover any 
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additional  costs  based on the update. Such financial guarantee shall be deposited 
or filed with Township Clerk after a Uses with Specific Standards  permit has been 
approved but before construction commences on wind energy facility. Such 
financial security shall be kept in full force and effect during the entire time that 
the wind energy facility exists or is in place, and such financial security shal l be 
irrevocable and non -cancelable. Should the facility change ownership, any such 
change in ownership shall  require the new owner to provide the Township with the 
security described by this section prior to a return of the security to the previous 
owner. 
 

 

Section  4.44 Wireless  Telecommunication  Facilities  

(A) New Facilities . New wireless  telecommunications  facilities,  as defined  in  the 
Michigan Zoning Enabling Act , shall be permitted by Uses with Specific Standards  
approval in all Zoning Districts, regardless of whether a new support structure 
(tower) will be constructed or not, subject to the following standards:  

(1) Before constructing  a new facility,  the applicant  must  demonstrate  that  they 
cannot  achieve the needed service improvement by co -locating at an existing 
facility.  

 
(2) The applicant must submit coverage and/or capacity information, including 

propagation maps and other  information  requested  by the Township, to 
demonstrate  the needed service improvement  and why co-location is not 
possible.  

 
(3) If an owner or operator of an existing tower refuses to allow a co -location, 

written evidence of the denial  of the co-location  request  must  be submitted  
to the Township, and must  include  the reason for the denial.  

 
(B) To the extent  practical,  all  ground  equipment  associated  with  the facility  must  be 

enclosed within  a locked building.  
 

(C) Information  must  be submitted  showing  that  the facility  is  in  compliance  with  all  
applicable  FCC regulations regarding radio frequency emissions.  

 
(D) Information  must  be submitted  showing  that  the facility  will  not  cause 

interference  with  any nearby existing telecommunications facilities.  
 

(E) Signage notifying  the public  of potential  high  voltage and radio  frequency  
emissions  and giving  the contact information for the tower owner and the 
operators of all equipment on the site must be posted on the exterior fence.  

 
(F) If a new tower is to be constructed  for the facility,  it  shall  meet  the following  

standards:  
 

(1) The tower must  be set back from  all  property  lines  by a distance  equal to 1.5 
times  its  height  unless an applicant can demonstrate that a required fall 
zone occupies a lesser distance.  

 

http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(x3eqqx2ix0ez34nsk1zysl45)/documents/mcl/pdf/mcl-Act-110-of-2006.pdf
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(2) Lighting  on the tower shall  be prohibited  unless  required  by the Federal 
Aviation  Administration.  

 
(3) The tower must  be a monopole  design. Guyed and lattice  towers are 

prohibited.  
 

(4) No signage shall  be placed upon the tower structure.  
 

(5) The tower must be the shortest possible height required to provide the service 
desired by the applicant.  The applicant  must  submit  coverage and/or  
capacity  information,  including  propagation maps and other information 
requested by the Township, to demonstrate the needed service improvement 
and why the requested height is necessary. The Township may request further 
information, including propagation maps, demonstrating the service at lower 
heights, in order to determine for itself whether the requested height is 
necessary. 

 
(6) The base of the tower and all  associated  equipment  must  be surrounded  by a 

locked, opaque screening fence meeting the standards of the zoning district 
that the tower is located within.  

 
(7) The applicant  must  demonstrate  the number  of co-location  sites  that  will  be 

available  on the tower. 
 

(8) A structural  analysis,  signed  and sealed by a licensed  engineer, must  be 
submitted  demonstrating that the proposed tower will be able to support all 
proposed antennae, including co -locations.  

 
(9) The applicant  must  submit  renderings  or photo -sims  of the proposed tower 

as viewed from  the following locations:  

(a) The nearest  public  roadway. 
 

(b) The nearest  residential  use. 
 

(c) Any other  location  requested  by the Township from  which  the tower may 
potentially  be visible  

 
(10) The applicant  must  pay all  required  fees, as designated  by the Township 

Board. 
 

(G) Co-Locations  and  Modifications  to  Existing  Facilities.  
 

(1) Co-locations and modifications to existing facilities shall not require Uses 
with Specific Standards  or Site Plan Approval, except as described  in  
Subsection  b, below. The Building Official  shall  have the authority to approve 
all co-locations and modifications that meet the standards of this Section 
and shall be able to request the input and recommendation of the Planner 
and Engineer at their discretion.  

 
(2) Under the following  circumstances,  co-locations  and modifications  shall  






































































































































































































































































































































